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Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning

Commissioner's Corner
by Commissioner Bobby Cagle

By now you know how much I love stakeholder
groups. They provide an opportunity for experts in a
variety of fields to create something far better than
any one of us could have created individually. Here
at DECAL, I meet with 10 stakeholder groups - from
Pre-K parents and child care providers to business
leaders and the faith-based community - who help us
make informed policy decisions impacting Georgia's
youngest learners AND the early care and education
professionals who care for them.

In 1965, President Lyndon Johnson brought together his own stakeholder
group: a group of experts who germinated an idea to help meet the emotional,
social, health, nutritional and psychological needs of children from low-
income families. That idea that started as an eight-week summer program
became known as Project Head Start.

Today - 48 years later - that program is known as Head Start, and each October
as a nation we celebrate Head Start Awareness Month, bringing together
parents, teachers, students, and other community members to celebrate this
amazing accomplishment. Of course today Head Start is a national, year-long
program providing comprehensive education, health, nutrition, and parent
involvement services to low income families.

Since Head Start began, more than 25 million children ages three through five
have participated. Today nearly one million children participate in more than
sixteen-hundred different Head Start programs across the country. These
programs operate more than 48,000 classrooms in every state and practically
every county in the country.

Here in Georgia, DECAL works closely with Head Start to serve thousands of
four year olds through Georgia's Pre-K Program and Head Start...many of them
in classes blending children and funding. Georgia is fortunate to have Janice
Haker as Director of the Georgia Head Start State Collaboration Office, which
is housed in DECAL. Janice is a valuable part of my Senior Leadership Team.
Through her leadership, Janice has helped prepare more children for school
success, closed the achievement gap, and helped more families move toward
self-sufficiency by building and supporting partnerships between state funded
Pre-K and federally funded Head Start. Janice and her team provide additional




Quick Links

Open Enrollment
Underway

services promoting parent engagement, health and mental health, assistance for
children with disabilities, nutrition, and education.

Visit http:/www.nhsa.org to learn more about Head Start.

Please join me in congratulating Janice and the Head Start Program on 48
amazing years. [ appreciate all that has been accomplished, and I look forward
to serving even more children and families through innovative collaborative
programs with our Head Start partners in the next 48 years.

Georgia Head Start Awareness
with the Hawks

Come support Georgia Head Start and cheer on the Atlanta
Hawks at the Home Opener! Celebrate with family and
friends as we fundraise and raise awareness within the
community!

ATL HAWKS vs. TORONTO RAPTORS

Friday, November 1" at 7:30 pm
(doors open at 6pm)

$39 Ticket in 100 Level
$23 Ticket in 200 Level
$14 Ticket in 300 Level

$3 from each ticket purchased through the link on the website will go
back to the Georgia Head Start Association!

Please visit http://www.georgiahcadstart. org/ to get your tickets for the night and use
the special password “GHSA™,

IL you would like lo purchase 81 tickels, please conlact Angela Spence
(404) 878-3253 angela.spenceehawks.com

*Tickets are based on availability and prices are subject to change.
This game/eveni may sell out prior to the deadline.

DECAL Priority:

Health & Safety

2013 Farm to Preschool Summit is Big Success

Officials with DECAL, the Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) and
Georgia Organics are calling our recent 2013 Farm to Preschool Summit, held
September 13-14 in Atlanta, a huge success. More than 150 people attended
the two-day summit, which was the first of its kind in the nation. Regional
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Employee Spotlight

experts shared best practices in gardening, food education, and innovative local
food procurement strategies.

DECAL Commissioner Bobby Cagle said the summit
accomplished multiple goals. "This emphasis on
greater use of locally grown fruits and vegetables in
child care programs helps fight the childhood obesity
that plagues our state and our country," Cagle said. .
"It also encourages collaborative relationships between
child care programs and local farmers and producers,
which is great for our economy."

On Saturday, Commissioner Cagle was joined by Dr.
Brenda Fitzgerald, Commissioner of the Georgia
Department of Public Health, in presenting the first ever Georgia SHAPE
Awards. Eleven child care programs were recognized for going above and
beyond Georgia's licensing standards in the areas of nutrition and physical
activity.

7 "Farm to Preschool and SHAPE recognized day care
i facilities provide a foundation for a lifetime of

| healthy eating and physical activity for our little

__ ones, beginning at a very early age," said Dr.
Fitzgerald. "We're talking about our future, so
reducing obesity among our preschoolers is critical."

DECAL was recently awarded a $337,000 Team
Nutrition Training Grant from the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA). The grant will allow DECAL to expand the Farm to Preschool
Program and its Caregivers Promoting Healthy Habits initiative to other parts
of the state. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Georgia SHAPE Award winners (pictured below) included Kids-R-Kids #27 in
Duluth; Dade Head Start/Early Head Start in Trenton; Westside Head
Start/Early Head Start in Rocky Face; Luella Academy in McDonough; Little
Angels Daycare in Athens; KinderCare Learning Center #1690 in Marietta;
KinderCare Learning Center #642 in Douglasville; Greater New Hope
Christian Assembly Academy LLC in Stockbridge; and Family Day Care
Home operators Eva Polite of Midway, Renae Harris of Hampton, Linda Davis
of Buford and Susan Paltrineri of Auburn.

DECAL Team Participates in Corporate Run/Walk Program




Charitable Contributions
Program Kicks Off

DECAL participated in the recent Kaiser Permanente Corporate Run/Walk &
Fitness Program, designed to promote health, wellness and fitness among
metro Atlanta companies and their employees. A portion of proceeds benefited
the Atlanta Community Food Bank, Back on My Feet and the Atlanta Braves
Foundation.

Shown in photo are (L-R) Top: Sabrina Henry, Nikiesha Neil, Deborah Toney

and Lajuana Williams. Bottom: Crystal Hoffman, Randy Hudgins and Jennifer
Popadiuk.

DECAL Priority:

Georgia Pre-K Week Activities Get Underway

Nearly 150 state and local officials are visiting some 3,900 of Georgia's Pre-K
classrooms this week, joining DECAL and Voices for Georgia's Children, a
child advocacy organization, in recognizing September 30 - October 4 as
Georgia Pre-K Week.

During Pre-K visits, state leaders participate in a learning activity with the
children, take a tour of the facility, talk with the staff, and get an up-close look
at the ways centers support early learning

"Research shows that the early education of children from birth to age five
proves critical to their success in kindergarten and elementary school," said
DECAL Commissioner Bobby Cagle. "As a result, we believe investing in our
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New Phone App
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October
Birthdays

youngest learners is important not only to their personal success but also to the
long-term economic growth and potential of Georgia."

Governor Nathan Deal will participate by visiting Pre-K classes at the
Northeast Intown YWCA, 957 N. Highland Avenue in Atlanta, on Thursday,
October 3, 2013, at 9:00 AM. He will be joined by Commissioner Cagle.

Commissioner Cagle and Georgia's First Lady Sandra Deal helped kick off the
week on Monday, September 30, 2013, with visits to three North Fulton child
care programs: Kids-R-Kids #28 at 3455 Webb Bridge Road in Alpharetta;
Appletree Learning Care at 4665 Webb Bridge Road in Alpharetta; and Open
Arms Lutheran Child Development Center at 4655 Webb Bridge Road in
Alpharetta.

Pictured below, Brandi Brumlow, Executive Assistant to the Governor's Chief
of Staff and Intern Program Director, got a jump on Pre-K Week activities by
reading last week to a class at Calhoun City Pre-K in Gordon County. "We
know that early childhood education is critical to future success, and preparing
for elementary school is an important part of life for a child from birth through
age five," said Brumlow. "We are thrilled to be honoring some of our youngest
learners, and proud of what our state is accomplishing through Georgia's Pre-K
program.”

Infant and Toddler Care Conferences Continue through Nov.
2

DECAL's 2013-2014 Infant and Toddler Care conferences are off and running.
Conferences were held September 14 in Savannah and September 28 in
Albany. Upcoming conferences are scheduled for October 19 in College Park
and November 2 in Augusta. Click here for more information.
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Board of Early Care and
Learning

DECAL Priority:

Organizational Excellence

Ringsrud Named Director of Audits and Compliance
e

Rian Ringsrud has joined DECAL as Director of
Audits and Compliance.

Previously with the Georgia Department of
Audits and Accounts, Ringsrud is a certified
Governmental Auditing Professional, Certified
Fraud Examiner, and a member of the Institute
of Internal Auditors.

He began his state career with the Georgia : ) o

General Assembly's Budgetary Responsibility Rian Ringsrud
Oversight Committee (BROC). He later

transferred to the Audit Department as a Senior Management Analyst where he
was responsible for leading a team of auditors in planning and conducting
complex performance audits, program evaluations, and special examinations.
Originally from Milledgeville, Georgia, Ringsrud earned a BBA in
Management from the University of Georgia.

The Faces of DECAL
DECAL faces featured in the banner of this issue are (L-R) Taquella Austin, Rita Lang, Tamara
Denise Hall, Phillip Jesup, Morgan Stahl, Stacey Schaff, and Gwen Kahn.
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We are committed to nurturing
Georgia's youngest children, keeping
them safe and healthy, and to enriching
their lives.
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