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Purpose 

Legal Authority 

Requirements 

This memorandum provides initial implementation guidance for the Child Nutrition Program Integrity Final 
Rule. The guidance relates to program-specific changes in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), 
National School Lunch Program (NSLP), School Breakfast Program (SBP), and Summer Food Service 
Program (SFSP); and applies to State agencies administering and school food authorities (SFAs), institutions 
and sponsors implementing the NSLP, SBP, CACFP, and SFSP. 

SP 21-2023, CACFP 10-2023, SFSP 12-2023 

The Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is committed to accomplishing its mission to provide access to food, a 
healthful diet, and nutrition education in ways that inspire public confidence. An important component of that 
mission is maintaining a strong and sustained effort to ensure program integrity is a priority in the 
administration of the Child Nutrition Programs. On August 23, 2023, FNS published the Child Nutrition 
Program Integrity final rule https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/23/2023-17992/child-
nutrition-program-integrity. This final rule aims to help FNS and State administering agencies reduce program 
errors of all types, resulting in more efficient operations and improved compliance with program 
requirements. This final rule also provides State agencies and program operators with targeted flexibilities, 
allowing oversight based on needs determined by the State agency. 

The attached chart provides an overview of the provisions codified in the final rule. Included in the chart is 
the compliance date for each provision. This date is when State agencies must implement and come into 
compliance with the new provisions, though State agencies have the discretion to implement before the 
compliance date. FNS established compliance dates which enable State agencies and local operators ample 
time to prepare for Program changes. FNS is committed to providing State agencies with additional targeted 

Initial Implementation Memorandum: Child Nutrition Program Integrity Final Rule. Retrieved 8/23/2023. Official copy at
http://gadecal-nutrition.policystat.com/policy/14245267/. Copyright © 2023 Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning

Page 1 of 13

https://gadecal-nutrition.policystat.com/v2/search?category=87809
https://gadecal-nutrition.policystat.com/v2/search?category=87809
https://gadecal-nutrition.policystat.com/v2/search?reference=96485
https://gadecal-nutrition.policystat.com/v2/search?reference=96486
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/23/2023-17992/child-nutrition-program-integrity
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/23/2023-17992/child-nutrition-program-integrity


Comments 

technical assistance on all final rule provisions for each affected program in the near future. 

As a note, not all provisions proposed in the Child Nutrition Program Integrity rule have been codified in this 
final rule. Notably, the proposed reciprocal disqualification in all child nutrition programs, and the serious 
deficiency and disqualification process in SFSP and CACFP are not codified here. Instead, those provisions 
are included in the proposed Serious Deficiency Rule, which FNS expects to publish later this year. All 
provisions finalized as part of this rulemaking are included in the attached chart. 

To view the Final Rule please visit the Federal Register: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/
08/23/2023-17992/child-nutrition-program-integrity. 

For questions concerning this memorandum, please contact the Policy Administrator at (404) 651-8193. 
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