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Welcome and Overview

Kristie Lewis
Assistant Commissioner for 

Child Care Services

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Review requirements for Informal Caregivers & 
Exempt programs based on CCDF/CAPS changes

Provide an overview of the monitoring process 
and health & safety standards

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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NOTE

These requirements only apply to programs in 
category 1- Government owned or category 7-
Day Camp that also receive subsidy funding 
through the CAPS program

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) is 
authorized under the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act. 

CCDBG was first authorized in 1990. It was 
amended and reauthorized in 1996 and again in 
2014. 

In fiscal year 2014, CCDF made $5.3 billion 
available to states, territories, and tribes.

Georgia received over $193 million in fiscal year 
2015. 

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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The 2014 reauthorization represents a “historic re-
envisioning” of the law. This includes new 
requirements around: 

Health and safety standards

Eligibility policies

Quality improvement efforts

Information provided to families about child care and 
child development

Georgia already met many of the new 
requirements. 

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Types of Exempt Programs Authorized to 
Receive Subsidies:

Governmental Entities

Day Camp Programs

New Requirements
Annual Enrollment

CRC Requirements

Monitoring Requirements

Health and Safety Training Requirements

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Require criminal records checks through DECAL

In addition to a federal fingerprint check, the 
new CCDF regulations require:

National Sex Offender Registry Check

Child Abuse Registry Check

Record checks in states where the applicant has 
resided in the past 5 years

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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CCDF programs receiving subsidy funding are 
now subject to annual inspections for 
compliance with health, safety, and fire 
standards. 

Inspections will formally begin in June 2017.

Child Care Services Licensing Consultants will 
conduct the visits.

Findings are required to be posted online for 
five years after the monitoring date. 

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Health & Safety Training Requirements

Melissa Davis
CCS Director for Quality Operations

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Effective 10/1/16-

All Informal Caregivers and direct care staff at exempt 
programs receiving CCDF funding (CAPS) must 
complete: 

Pre-service Health and Safety Orientation Training

First-aid and CPR training 

Training must be completed within 90 days of 
employment 

http://www.decal.ga.gov/


Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
www.decal.ga.gov 13

Part of new “Health & Safety Orientation training”
Prevention and control of infectious diseases (including immunization) 
SIDS and use of safe sleep practices 
Administration of medication 
Prevention of and response to food allergies 
Building and physical premises safety 
Prevention of shaken baby syndrome and abusive head trauma 
Emergency preparedness and response planning 
Storage of hazardous materials and bio contaminants 
Precautions in transporting children (if applicable) 

To be acquired separately by approved source:
First-aid and CPR 

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Private training vendors such as independent trainers and 
training companies

Classroom based 
Online

Search for available training at:
www.training.decal.ga.gov

Pennsylvania State University’s Better Kid Care library
http://extension.psu.edu/youth/betterkidcare/early-care/ccdbg

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://www.training.decal.ga.gov/
http://extension.psu.edu/youth/betterkidcare/early-care/ccdbg
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In addition to the Health & Safety Orientation 
training: 

CAPS policy requires that license-exempt providers 
must complete ten (10) hours of ongoing health 
and safety training each calendar year thereafter.

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Monitoring for Exempt Providers

Nikiesha Neil
CCS – Exemptions Unit Manager

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Annual inspections for compliance with health 
& safety/ fire standards

Compliance indicators

Staff:Child Ratios & Group size

Administrator credentials

Criminal background checks

Health & safety items similar to core rules which 
align with H&S Orientation modules

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Monitoring for Informal Caregivers

Amy Page
CCS – Process & Policy Manager

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Informal Checklist

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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http://www.decal.ga.gov/


Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
www.decal.ga.gov 29

http://www.decal.ga.gov/


Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
www.decal.ga.gov 30
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http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Following your on-site visit: 

Indicator information and observation comments 
will be entered into a database

Monitoring visit reports will be posted on-line 
for a period of 5 years

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Today’s webinar as well as the CAPS Policy 
webinar from 11/7/16 can be reviewed at:

http://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/Exemptions.aspx

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/Exemptions.aspx
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The new CAPS policy, procedures guide and all 
associated appendices are located at:

www.CAPS.DECAL.ga.gov

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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DECAL: DECAL CAPS Customer Service
404.657.3434 CAPS.Support@decal.ga.gov

Child Care Services (CCS)
404.657.5562    ChildCareServices@decal.ga.gov

CCS Exemptions
770.293.5977    ccsexemptions@decal.ga.gov

MAXIMUS:  Customer Service Contact Center
1 (877) 755.6522 www.gacaps.com

www.CAPS.DECAL.ga.gov

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
mailto:CAPS.Support@decal.ga.gov
mailto:ChildCareServices@decal.ga.gov
mailto:ccsexemptions@decal.ga.gov
http://www.gacaps.com/

