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Daily Meal Count Form for Rural Non-Congregate Sites Now
Available

Based on your feedback, we have created a Rural Non-Congregate Daily Meal Count Form that
sponsors may use when approved to serve non-congregate meals. As a reminder, each meal must
be crossed off individually as it is provided—attendance sheets, pre-orders, or estimates cannot be
used.

This form allows multiple meal types to be captured on a single form (e.g., if Breakfast and Lunch are
provided at the same time, both meal types can be captured on this single form). The form also
captures key details such as multi-day or bulk meal distribution, intended consumption dates, meals
prepared, carryover meals, and the maximum meal counts approved in your Site Application.

Use of this form is optional. Sponsors may continue to use the traditional Daily Meal Count form.

If you have any questions, feel free to respond directly to this email or contact your Assigned Technical
Assistance Coordinator.

Send Us Pictures of Happy Helpings Meal
Sites In Action

We love seeing the impact Happy Helpings Sponsors make while
feeding kids nutritious meals across Georgia.

As summer meal service continues, please share photos on social media
and tag Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL).

Be sure to use hashtags like #HappyHelpingsGA and #DECALNutrition
so we can celebrate your efforts statewide.

Explore Updated Cycle Menus for Summer

We’re excited to share our newly created Happy Helpings Cycle Menus for breakfast, lunch/supper,
and snack—just in time for summer. These menus highlight seasonal produce and connect you with
nutritious, standardized recipes.

Whether you're looking for inspiration or a ready-to-use resource, these menus are a valuable tool to
help refresh your offerings, streamline your planning, and support your summer operations.

Download the new cycle menus here.


https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/7edb6a11-ea36-4ad0-82b7-4747a8945e62.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/7edb6a11-ea36-4ad0-82b7-4747a8945e62.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/7edb6a11-ea36-4ad0-82b7-4747a8945e62.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/7edb6a11-ea36-4ad0-82b7-4747a8945e62.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/3faefe62-b3a5-4f74-80df-7ab1c64ab5e3.pdf?rdr=true
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%FNSUSEONL'VWl SOLO PARA FNS And JuStiCe for All Posters

Happy Helpings Sponsors are required to display the “And Justice for All”
poster at meal sites where it can be viewed by
the public.

You can download the poster here, and display it in the specific size of 11”
width x 17” height. The cost for printing posters is an approved Happy
Helpings expense and should be allocated to the publication, printing, and
reproduction budget line item.

Navigating the SFSP Application: Tips for a Successful
Submission

With the SFSP application deadline having passed on May 15, sponsors should ensure all remaining
application items are complete, accurate, and submitted as soon as possible to help avoid delays in
processing and approval.

Tlps for Completing the Application

o Applications submitted after the May 15 deadline may experience delays in processing and
approval.

» To minimize confusion, only the program contact and/or authorized representative should
communicate with the application reviewer.

» The program contact is responsible for entering all information into the online application
system, GA ATLAS.

e Complete all forms in their entirety—missing information can delay approval.

e Submit a signed Food Service Permit Inquiry Form for each county where meals will be served
before submitting your application to DECAL.

« If using (or acting as) a Food Service Management Company (FSMC), ensure Questions 42 and
43 on the institution application are completed accurately.

Board of Directors Section
e Ensure all required sections are completed for each board member.
» Any changes to the Board of Directors (BOD) must be supported with board meeting minutes.
e Confirm the “Delegation of Authority” form is signed by a board officer (as defined on the
form).

Budget
Specific Prior Written Approval (SPWA) Submission and Approval Process
For emergency requests:
+ Email the SPWA request form and supporting documentation to
Gwendolyn.Howard@decal.ga.gov within 24 hours of purchase.
¢ Submit a budget revision to include the cost.


https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/beef09b2-8447-473d-96a8-f8c5d56c31be.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:Gwendolyn.Howard@decal.ga.gov

For all other requests:
e Submit a budget revision including the cost.
e Upload the SPWA request form and supporting documents in GA ATLAS.
e Notify the budget team at Nutritionbudget@decal.ga.gov at least three days before making the
purchase.

DECAL will review and provide written approval or denial. Approved SPWAs will be uploaded to GA
ATLAS.

Site Application
« Site changes, including add-a-sites, must be approved before making changes to an approved
budget.

 Indicate any non-operating days in Question #14.
o If the site is outdoors, include a detailed indoor contingency plan in Question #28.

Maximum Meal Count (MMC)
o The standard MMC threshold is 100 meals per site.
Before Initial Approval:
* Requests above 100 meals must include written justification submitted to your Application
Specialist.
Acceptable justification includes:
» Enrollment or registration documentation for closed enrolled sites
e Letters of authorization for unaffiliated schools or apartment communities
No justification required if:
e Requesting the same previously approved MMC, or
» Requesting below a previously approved threshold

Requesting an Increase After Operations Begin
e Submit written justification to your Business Operations Specialist
e Provide three consecutive days of Daily Meal Count (DMC) forms
e Document any additional children requesting meals after all meals are served

Important Reminders
» Sponsors are not required to serve meals beyond the approved MMC.
e If an MMC increase is not approved, the sponsor is responsible for any excess meal costs.
e All MMC increase requests must be approved before submitting your monthly claim.

Updating Your Banking Info? Complete the Supplier Change
Request Form

Anytime you change your bank account information, notify DECAL by
completing the Supplier Change Request (SCR) Form and submitting it to your organization’s
assigned Application Specialist.

The State Accounting Office (SAO) Vendor Management Group (VMG) has an extensive process for
verifying the bank accounts of any individual or organization for which payments are made.

This is to prevent fraudulent banking and payments. Therefore, any updates made to your

existing banking information may take up to four to five weeks to process.

Below are updates to the vendor management process:

e The SAO has issued a new and that must
be used.

e The SAO is now requiring the supplier to enter the “county” on the Supplier Change SCR Form
after the address.

e The SCR Form must have a recent date by the vendor’s signature. Electronic signatures will not
be accepted on the SCR Form. It must be a wet signature or digital signature with date. Recent
date means less than 60 days.

» The VMG will no longer accept voided checks or official bank letter for bank verification.


https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/d30754e0-6475-41bd-b537-4b1623843fae.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/d462b40b-d6f9-4154-a7b1-ec7fb0a23a10.pdf?rdr=true

e W9’s must be submitted using the March 2024 version. The version date is located in the top
left and bottom right of the form. W9’s must have an IRS specified recent date of 365 days or
less (ex. If today is November 18, 2024, the earliest valid date is November 18, 2023.)
Electronic signatures are NOT acceptable on the W9. It must be a wet signature or digital
signature with date.

» W9’s for businesses must be completed exactly as the IRS has the company name listed on their
tax returns. Both DECAL and SAO verify Tax ID and Name combinations using IRS software.
DECAL will not honor requests to setup new vendors where the Tax ID and Name combination
does not match IRS records.

If you have any questions, contact your assigned Application Specialist (see below).

Jerald Savage o (zero)- G Jerald.Savage@decal.ga.gov (770) 405-7916
Shericka Blount H-P Shericka.Blount@decal.ga.gov (404) 656-6411
Vanessa Goodman Q-Z Vanessa.Goodman@decal.ga.gov  (404) 591-6027

Adding New Sites After Application Approval?

If you have added new sites after your initial application was approved, your program expenses may
have increased. If so, you must submit a budget revision to reflect the additional costs associated with
operating the new sites.

Before submitting a budget revision, ensure all Add-A-Site information has been submitted to your
assigned Business Operations Specialist and approved. Once the new sites are approved, your updated

budget costs will be reviewed for consideration and approval.

For additional information, contact nutritionbudget@decal.ga.gov or your assigned Business
Operations Specialist (see below).

Business Operations Institution Email Phone Number
Representative Assignment

Lavesia Bolden 0 (zero)- G Lavesia.Bolden@decal.ga.gov (404) 463-1066
Dylan Uhlir H-P Dylan.Uhlir@decal.ga.gov (404) 591-5813
Joveta Watson QZ Joveta.Watson@decal.ga.gov (706) 434-6831

Move of the Month
Summer Dribbling Fun Video


https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/4c9c6b58-f5f2-463c-b575-20650399630c.pdf?rdr=true
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This month’s Happy Helpings Move of the Month encourages children to stay active this summer
through fun dribbling activities using balls, jump ropes, and other movement games.

Activities like dribbling, bouncing, and jumping help strengthen foot-eye coordination, balance, focus,
and motor skills, while keeping children engaged during the summer.

Simple active play is a great way to encourage healthy movement and summertime fun.

Click on the graphic to watch this month’s video.

Help Kids Stay Hydrated in the
Summer Heat

Summer in Georgia brings sunshine, long days, and lots
of active play for children, but it also brings high
temperatures and humidity that can quickly lead to
dehydration. As outdoor temperatures rise, making
hydration a daily priority is essential for children’s health
and comfort.

Keep water easily accessible and plan regular water breaks every 15-20 minutes during outdoor play.
Since children, especially younger children, may not recognize when they need fluids, offer water
frequently and watch closely for signs of dehydration.

To make water more fun and appealing, try infusing it with fresh fruits, vegetables, or herbs for a
naturally refreshing drink.

Try the recipes on the following sites:
¢ Drink Water, Georgia
¢ Stay Cool With Summer Meals Family Activity Guide

Hydration doesn’t come from water alone. Milk and many foods also help meet fluid needs. Choose
“juicy” fruits and vegetables such as cucumbers, zucchini, iceberg lettuce, celery, tomatoes,
watermelon, cantaloupe, strawberries, oranges, grapes, peaches, and grapefruit.

While Happy Helpings sites are encouraged to make safe drinking water freely accessible to children
throughout the day, water is not a reimbursable meal component in the SFSP.

Knowing the signs of dehydration in children can help providers act early. If symptoms do not
improve, or you notice signs of severe dehydration, call 911 or seek emergency care.

Celebrate Farm to Summer Week


https://vimeo.com/1192294154
https://vimeo.com/1192294154
https://youtu.be/Q5p0ZV3CKSc
https://water.foodtalk.org/v2
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/609-FamActGuide-Stay-Cool.pdf
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/dehydration.html
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DECAL’s Nutrition Services will celebrate Farm to Summer Week from June 22-26, highlighting
how child nutrition programs can connect children to Georgia’s summertime agricultural abundance
through fresh, locally sourced foods and hands-on learning experiences.

Through fun activities like gardening, cooking, taste testing, and agriculture-based learning, Farm to
Summer improves the quality and appeal of summer meals while keeping children nourished, active,
and excited about healthy foods, all while supporting Georgia farmers and local communities.

Each day of the week features a special theme designed to inspire learning and creativity:

¢ Monday — What is Farm to Summer: Introduce children to the concept of Farm to Summer
and explore how food travels from the farm to their plates.

e Tuesday — Gardening & Physical Activity: Get moving with garden-based activities that teach
how food grows while encouraging physical activity.

e Wednesday — Cooking & Taste Testing: Involve children in preparing and tasting fresh fruits
and vegetables to build healthy habits and curiosity around food.

¢ Thursday — Locally Grown in Meals & Snacks: Highlight Georgia-sourced foods in meals
and snacks and discuss the importance of supporting local farmers.

o Friday - Literacy, Music & Movement: Wrap up the week with farm-themed books, songs,
and movement activities that make learning about food fun and memorable.

We encourage all Happy Helpings operators to participate by incorporating these themes into your
activities throughout the week. Whether it’s planting an herb in a container children can take home and
care for with their families, hosting a taste test featuring Georgia-grown fruits and vegetables like
peaches, strawberries, tomatoes, or okra, or reading a farm-, gardening-, or cooking-themed story,
every activity helps children build a stronger connection to healthy food and where it comes from.

Visit the Farm to Summer Week webpage for resources, activity ideas, and more.

Share your photos with us throughout the week and show us how your program is celebrating Farm to
Summer Week.

Post your photos on social media using #GAFarmtoSummer or email them to
Decal.marketing@decal.ga.gov for a chance to be featured.

Turnip the Beet Award
Recognizing Excellence in Summer Meals
The Turnip the Beet Award is a national recognition from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

that honors outstanding summer meal program sponsors who go above and beyond to serve high-
quality, nutritious, and appealing meals to children during the summer.

This award highlights programs that provide well-balanced meals that are nutritious and enjoyable,
help encourage participation, and support child nutrition when school is not in session. Strong


https://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/FarmToSummerWeek.aspx
https://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/FarmToSummerWeek.aspx
mailto:Decal.marketing@decal.ga.gov

programs often include a variety of fruits, vegetables, whole grains,
and locally sourced foods when available.

Winning programs often feature:
o Serving fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables

o Incorporating feedback from children through taste tests
¢ Hosting educational and physical activities alongside meal service

All summer meal sponsors in good standing are eligible and may self-
nominate or be nominated. Stay tuned for upcoming application
details.

To learn more about the Turnip the Beet Award, visit

Policy Guidance for Happy Helpings Sponsors

Incorporating Local Beef into Child Nutrition Program (CNP) Meals

This memorandum encourages interested CNP operators, ranchers, and beef vendors to connect. CNP
operators, local beef producers, and vendors should focus on identifying opportunities that make local
beef sales and purchases a win for all operations involved.

This guidance also highlights the following areas when incorporating local beef into meals:
» Purchasing Strategies and Methods
e Food Safety
e Food Crediting
» Funding Opportunity
o Technical Assistance

To access guidance, click

Appropriations Act Effect on Child Nutrition Programs

This memorandum provides notice to (CNP) operators regarding the Continuing Appropriations,
Agriculture, Legislative Branch, Military Construction and Veterans Affairs, and Extensions Act, 2026
(Public Law 119-37, the 2026 Appropriations Act), enacted on November 12, 2025.

This memorandum applies to state agencies administering and local organizations operating USDA,
Food and Nutrition Service CNPs. Specific to CACFP and Happy Helpings, this guidance explains that
Program funds may not be used to procure raw or processed poultry or seafood products imported into
the United States from the People's Republic of China, and that this prohibition (applied to all CNPs)
remains effective through September 30, 2026.

To access the entire guidance, click

For questions or additional information, contact Melissa Stanley, Policy Administrator, at

Unanticipated School Closure Waivers
Waivers Available Through June 30

On July 30, 2025, Nutrition Services received USDA approval for statewide waivers for Happy
Helpings sponsors to use during unanticipated school closures.

The waivers are available during unanticipated school closures when meal service operations are
limited due to natural disasters, unscheduled major building repairs, court orders relating to school
safety or other issues, labor-management disputes, or when approved by the state agency for similar
unanticipated causes.


https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/turnip-the-beet
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/253e9bba-5481-46a1-8466-0b38a38c1bb8.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/55bb5380-cf3d-4ec1-bdb3-9ba220f8d2c3.pdf?rdr=true
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/4f51018c-0e5d-4093-9c2a-73474d33780d#

The following approved waivers are available when schools are closed with no virtual learning/classes:
» Non-Congregate Meal Service
o Parent and Guardian Meal Pick-up
» Meal Service Times
» Service of Meals at School Sites

The waivers listed above are available through June 30, 2026.

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) sponsors may only serve meals in a non-congregate setting,
adjust the time of meal service, allow parent pick up, and allow service of meals at non-school sites
upon approval to use the waivers.

Waivers cannot be approved for more than 10 consecutive operating days without approval from the
Food and Nutrition Service (FNS). In situations that may warrant longer approval periods, the FNS
Southeast Regional Office (SERO) will work closely with Nutrition Services to determine if an
extension is needed.

Happy Helpings Sponsors interested in applying for these waivers during unanticipated school closures
must submit waiver requests via the Waiver Module in GA ATLAS. For questions, contact
Melissa.Stanley@decal.ga.gov or Tammie.Baldwin@decal.ga.gov.

Target Counties for Summer 2026

One of Nutrition Services' goals is to have a meal site in every county of the state. Last
summer, you played a crucial role toward meeting that goal by expanding
meal service to 109 counties in 2025. Thank you.

If your organization has the capacity to expand your meal service in 2026, consider
serving meals and snacks in any of the following target counties:

) Nutrition Happy
@ Services Helpings

FY26 Target Counties: 50 Counties

1. Bacon 11. Dawson 21. Johnson 31. Pickens 41. Towns
2. Banks 12. Dodge 22, Jones 32. Pierce 42. Treutlen &
3. Berrien 13. Early 23. Long 33. Pike 43. Troup
4.Brantley 14. Evans 24. Marion 34. Pulaski 44. Union

5. Calhoun 15. Forsyth 25. Meriwether |35. Quitman |45. Webster

6. Camden 16. Gordon 26. Miller 36. Schley 46. Wheeler

7. Charlton 17. Grady 27. Montgomery |37. Sereven 47. White

8. Coffee 18. Hall 28. Murray 38. Stewart 48. Wilkes
9. Crawford |19. Jeff Davis |29. Oconee 39. Taylor 49. Wilkinson
10. Dade 20.Jenkins  |30. Oglethorpe |40. Telfair 50. Worth
Blue: Counties where HH meals were available in FY25: «r Georgia Dept
. . - . 6 of Early Care
White: Counties where meals were not available in FY25 and Learning

Working Together to Feed Georgia’s Children

Upcoming Training

June 2, 2026
Tuesday Tip: Let’s Hydrate
1:30 - 2:00 pm

Are you frequently thinking about fun ways to increase fluid intake?
Join this webinar to learn:


mailto:Melissa.Stanley@decal.ga.gov
mailto:Tammie.Baldwin@decal.ga.gov
mailto:Tammie.Baldwin@decal.ga.gov

Creditable milks and juices, the importance and benefits of water consumption, and
fun ways to increase water intake.

Participants can earn one-half [0.5] state-approved hours for attending this training in its
entirety.

[Register Now]

June 2, 2026
Nutrition Education and Physical Activity Team Office Hour
2:00 - 3:00 pm

Drop in for a Q&A with DECAL’s registered dietitian and nutrition education and physical activity
specialists. These experts will be available immediately after our Tuesday Tip: Let’s Hydrate training
on June 2, 2026. Drop in to ask questions about local foods, gardening, physical activity ideas, and
more.

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join here

Meeting ID: 225 973 175 472 02
Passcode: cf3Xi93G

If you have any questions related to nutrition education or physical activity but aren’t available during
the office hours, reach out to Monica.Griffin@decal.ga.gov.

June 9, 2026
Building Better Menus: Nutrition Trends You Need to Know
6:00 - 7:00 pm

This training will provide an overview and discussion of current food and nutrition trends, including
the new Dietary Guidelines, ultra-processed foods, and protein. Participants will also learn practical,
budget-friendly strategies for incorporating more whole foods into their CACFP and Happy Helpings
menus.

Participants can earn one [1.0] state-approved training hour for attending this training in its
entirety.

[Register Now]

June 15, 2026
Memo Monday: Happy Helpings Policies and Memos
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

This training will provide an overview of new and/or revised Happy Helpings SFSP policies and
memoranda, including:

Using Federal Funds to Purchase Local Foods, May 6, 2025

Policy #20 - Financial Recordkeeping in the SFSP, December 21, 2022

[Register Now]

June 17, 2026

Annual Reconciliation: Happy Helpings, Georgia's Summer Food Service Program
1:30 - 3:00 pm

This training will provide detailed guidance on the annual Year-End Reconciliation process, including
how to complete the Reconciliation Form, required documentation for submission, and potential next

steps.

[Register Now]


https://decalatlas.com/Splash.aspx
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/22597317547202?p=hWzXiryFxMyVtZTn9W
mailto:Monica.Griffin@decal.ga.gov
https://decalatlas.com/Splash.aspx
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/3e50a4dc-527d-4ac0-bfcd-67813e1e0012.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/429a2582-89a0-4296-9540-7430c5d06c0d.pdf?rdr=true
https://decalatlas.com/Splash.aspx
https://decalatlas.com/Splash.aspx

Registration is a two-step process:

o Step 1: After registering in GA ATLAS, you will receive a training confirmation email
immediately from Georgia DECAL Help Desk - helpdesk@cnpus.com with a registration link
to attend the webinar (check your spam/junk folder).

o Step 2: You must then register for the training using the link provided on the training
confirmation e-mail.

« If you have an issue with registering, contact Leslie Truman before the day of training.

o Click here if you need a refresher on how to register for training in GA ATLAS.

Note: Only the program contact can self-register in GA ATLAS. If an additional person will be
attending, contact Leslie Truman, Administrative Assistant, at (404) 657-1779.

Training Videos Help Set Up Your Program for Success

The following training video series will equip you with the latest insights, tools, and best practices for
a successful and impactful summer program. Start today and set your program up for excellence.

Financial Management Training (2025)

In this video, Myers & Stauffer provide an overview of financial management to include best practices,
allowable costs, budgets, payroll, and documentation to support financial management and common
findings related to financial management.

Review Preparedness (2025)
In this video, Myers & Stauffer review the goals of an administrative review, the general administrative
review process, the Do’s/Don’ts of an administrative review, common findings, and best practices.

Training Resources
In Case You Missed It: Webinar Recordings Now Available!

If you missed a webinar, visit the Training and Technical Assistance webpage for previously
recorded webinars.

No Kid Hungry
Register For Free Webinar

June 10, 2026

Home Delivery Models and How They Could Work
for Your Community

3:00 pm

Join No Kid Hungry as they cover several topics to
help you take your summer meals program to the next
level.

Click “here” for more information.

Physical Activity Corner
Celebrating Days of Play

Happy Helpings continues to support healthy habits that help children grow, learn, and thrive,
especially through joyful movement and active play.

Consider promoting one of these events this June:


https://events.zoom.us/ev/AojSH_2W2p1cM-99T725YvJvoicKcbWDbZbwFIfP8_vOwRRM5_Kd~AtI4sDZTUtUlZnIX46WzyL9P009vGkgV3mcomKRJefb-UrX96nFAi-KoQw?mc_cid=7a10227d0d&mc_eid=bb71b69e82
https://events.zoom.us/ev/AojSH_2W2p1cM-99T725YvJvoicKcbWDbZbwFIfP8_vOwRRM5_Kd~AtI4sDZTUtUlZnIX46WzyL9P009vGkgV3mcomKRJefb-UrX96nFAi-KoQw?mc_cid=7a10227d0d&mc_eid=bb71b69e82
mailto:helpdesk@cnpus.com
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/HowtoRegisterforTrainingATLAS.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4tB1ALFbwY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ve7lgxUIxc
https://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Training_TechnicalAssistance.aspx
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnokidhungry.us13.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d283504c3b3add96827a4ae4b9%26id%3d9014c63d09%26e%3dbb71b69e82&c=E,1,GjJ3fq-tylEeHgAb5rG5h5JR3ULl5VjWrLgw6sZrQaXE-jdlq5XjxLFQIk2rJ5Dk1H3LTZOA2Lny1fh5HvmxXwo6HQrdHHm053K3-jxUo-6UasnO2RU,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnokidhungry.us13.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d283504c3b3add96827a4ae4b9%26id%3dfb40c84745%26e%3dbb71b69e82&c=E,1,1EdVvjm0o1sMKUtiErU0S-spCxSE32PLoDeoTAavbpJ2ZJD3qrzAlyA4vzEFzRMPsY1PN7rXfCYHVuL29jTli4DtzK2B301DQWn6mXKPQg,,&typo=1

e June 11 - International Day of Play

e June 21 — Longest Day of Play - .
Here are some ideas for ways to celebrate:

» Provide extra outdoor playtime

¢ Let children choose play activities

 Set up safe play spaces and environments that are supportive

and promote success
 Introduce a new game or movement activity
 Share celebration photos or notes with families

» Download and share this Unleashing the Power of Play
handout with families so they can stay active at home

Active play activates the brain and gives children the opportunities
to practice gross motor skills, try balance skills, learn concept and
use their social-emotional skills. Together, we can make this summer and every season full of
movement, play, and joy.

Share Your Story

We’d love to feature your Happy Helpings program in an upcoming newsletter or on social media.
Share your stories and pictures with Physical Activity Specialist Tina McLaren at
tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov.

Harvest of the Month Eat Healthy and Live Active

2025-26 Calendar

o Georgia Early Care and Education Harvest of
= the Month 2025-2026 Calendar
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collaborative campaign between Quality Care for Children, Georgia
Department of Early Care and Learning, Georgia Department of
Human Services, and Georgia Organics. The campaign encourages
healthy eating habits by promoting different local, seasonal fruits or
vegetables each month.

Visit EatLearnGrowGA to access classroom activities aligned with
the Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards (GELDS),
recipes, book lists, family newsletters, and more to help you
incorporate a new vegetable or fruit each month in the classroom,
kitchen, and home.

For school-age children resources, visit the Georgia Department of Education's Harvest of the Month
webpage.

Dates to Remember


https://public.3.basecamp.com/p/kikGW8yYWoLcZeBPzKUQ984c
mailto:tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov
https://eatlearngrowga.org/harvest-of-the-month/
https://snp.gadoe.org/SCE/Pages/Harvest-of-the-Month.aspx

DATE

June Harvest of the Month: Cucumbers

June 2 Tuesday Tip: Let’s Hydrate — Webinar
Nutrition Education and Physical Activity Team Office Hour -
Webinar

June 9 Building Better Menus: Nutrition Trends You Need to Know -
‘Webinar

June 10 No Kid Hungry: Home Delivery Models and How They Could Work
for Your Community - Webinar

June 11 Kick-off Event: YMCA of Rome and Floyd County

June 15 Memo Monday: Happy Helpings Policies and Memos - Webinar

June 17 Annual Reconciliation: Happy Helpings Summer Food Service
Program - Webinar

June 19 Holiday: Juneteenth

June 22-26 Farm to Summer Week

On the next ...
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New Episodes Every Wedneday! Quality

Myth B

‘ I

Jill West Christina Rigsby

DECAL Download
Quality Rated Myth Busters

This week on #DECALDownload, we’re
busting some of the biggest myths you
may have heard about Quality Rated,
Georgia’s approach to recognizing and

g riid Stantauatonand & oivaiyose  improving quality in early learning and
Evaluation Manager and Lsarmng SChOO] age care
Li[-15] -|®le]w| 8 .

Tune in to the newest episode to separate fact from fiction and see how many of these myths you

already knew. It’s a great refresher and a helpful resource to share with our DECAL team, partners, and
stakeholders.

Listen to the episode here.

Happy Helpings Resources:
The following documents were covered in previous newsletters:

+ Adding New Sites After Application Approval

¢ Updated Income Eligibility Guidelines Released

¢ Determining The Correct Form To Use For Excess Funds
¢ 2026 Reimbursement Rates

* Requesting Advance Payments

« Happy Helpings Summit Training Videos

¢ Resources to Promote Meal Sites

¢ New Supplier Change Request

e Have You Determined this Summer's Food Cost & Procurement Methods?
¢ Check you Email Messages in GA ATLAS

* And Justice for All Posters

¢ Resources to Market Meal Sites

How was my Customer Service?
Provide feedback on your experience with the Nutrition Team


https://www.buzzsprout.com/211637/episodes/19183539
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/2c1da911-a8e8-4d43-a5b8-ded3e432b89e.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/10f916e0-256f-48a6-b9da-8adec1b7f92c.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/af036b3f-33f0-43d9-89ea-3666819d7318.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/b17488bc-e9ff-4ede-89e4-745d13ed743a.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/ffae1d6f-f1cc-4b4d-87f8-62821745fdac.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/6e208d95-4269-4dcb-8997-b1f6d316c80c.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/a8d10b48-4b94-4169-b5b2-c7c375cbe14a.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/685aa188-6a4b-42a1-8745-8c7df8a128ba.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/da2f82f9-3d70-49b8-8e4a-a4ef0b4f2678.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/a25ccac4-a4bb-4503-a77b-5f76a8b75146.pdf?rdr=true&_gl=1*95ad7n*_gcl_au*NTI1MDkyNTE5LjE3MjQwOTczODg.*_ga*NjRiMWM5NjYtZGQ0NS00N2JhLThkMzEtZWI4MTRjNTQzNDE2*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyOTUyMjQ1MS4xNDguMS4xNzI5NTM2NjE0LjQ3LjAuMA..
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/AndJusticeForAll.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Default.aspx

Click on the icon on the right to participate in the customer service
survey. Responses are anonymous. H How was my
L}

customer service?

Nutrition Division
Marketing & Outreach

(lE' Nutrition
- o Cindy Kicklighter
Services Joann Kilpatrick

DECAL

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
Nondiscrimination Statement: English
Nondiscrimination Statement: Spanish

FOLLOW US
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Bright from the Start: DECAL | 2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive | Atlanta, GA 30334 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

o Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BXXJRLC
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BXXJRLC
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/fb309b2b-327b-49f0-92a2-2eb2390cd136.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*b8wpcb*_ga*M2E5MDI3YmItZGMxMy00OGQyLWJjODktMTE1NGY0Mzc3MzU1*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*czE3NTAwNzYwNTgkbzUkZzEkdDE3NTAwNzg5NjckajQyJGwwJGgw
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/431ab96d-5a92-4953-a119-a31e0f9f3006.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.facebook.com/brightfromthestart
https://www.facebook.com/brightfromthestart
https://twitter.com/GADeptEarlyCare
https://twitter.com/GADeptEarlyCare
https://www.instagram.com/brightfromthestart/
https://www.instagram.com/brightfromthestart/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=georgiadecal&nav=a544f48b-0e54-4d10-9928-26c98c8c7f4f
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=georgiadecal&nav=a544f48b-0e54-4d10-9928-26c98c8c7f4f

