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Cognitive Development: Creative Development (CD-CR) 

 
0-12 Months 

 

 

 

 

  

Strand: Creative Movement & Dance 
Standard CD-CR1: The child will participate in dance to express creativity. 

CD-CR1.0a Responds to music. 

Strand: Visual Arts 
Standard CD-CR2: The child will create and explore visual art forms to develop artistic 

expression. 
CD-CR2.0a Explores simple art materials. 
CD-CR2.0b Attends to bright or contrasting colors. 
CD-CR2.0c Shows preference for particular visual stimuli. 

Strand: Music 
Standard CD-CR3: The child will use their voice, instruments, and objects to express creativity. 
CD-CR3.0a Experiments with vocalization and sounds. 

Strand: Drama 

Standard CD-CR3: The child will use dramatic play to express creativity. 

CD-CR4.0a Shows interest in rhymes, finger-plays, and stories with props. 
CD-CR4.0b Participates in finger-plays. 
CD-CR4.0c Responds to volume in tones and inflection. 
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12-24 Months 
 

 

  

Strand: Creative Movement & Dance 

Standard CD-CR1: The child will participate in dance to express creativity. 

CD-CR1.1a Moves body to music. 

Strand: Visual Arts 
Standard CD-CR2: The child will create and explore visual art forms to develop 

artistic expression. 
CD-CR2.1a Expresses self  creatively with simple art materials. 

CD-CR2.1b Looks at pictures, photographs, and mirror images. 

CD-CR2.1c Communicates what they like about a picture. 

Strand: Music 

Standard CD-CR3: The child will use their voice, instruments, and objects to 
express creativity. 

CD-CR3.1a Imitates sounds using their voice or objects. 

Strand: Drama 

Standard CD-CR3: The child will use dramatic play to express creativity. 

CD-CR4.1a Listens to rhymes, finger-plays, and stories with props. 

CD-CR4.1b 
When prompted, pretends to take on the characteristics of  a character or 
animal as part of  a group. 

CD-CR4.1c Experiments with voice inflection. 

CD-CR4.d Role plays real behaviors during play. 
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24-36 Months 
 

 

  

Strand: Creative Movement & Dance 
Standard CD-CR1: The child will participate in dance to express creativity. 

CD-CR1.2a Dances to and becomes engaged in music and movement. 

Strand: Visual Arts 
Standard CD-CR2: The child will create and explore visual art forms to develop 

artistic expression. 
CD-CR2.2a Experiments with a variety of  materials to express individual creativity. 
CD-CR2.2b Describes what they see when looking at pictures, photos, or artwork. 

CD-CR2.2c 
Communicates preferences for one piece of  art over another and begins to 
tells why. 

Strand: Music 
Standard CD-CR3: The child will use their voice, instruments, and objects to express 

creativity. 
CD-CR3.2a Experiments with vocalization, sounds, and musical instruments. 

Strand: Drama 
Standard CD-CR3: The child will use dramatic play to express creativity. 

CD-CR4.2a Listens and shows interest when an adult tells a story with props. 

CD-CR4.2b 
Spontaneously pretends to take on the characteristics of  a person, character, 
or animal. 

CD-CR4.2c Imitates and repeats voice inflections to entertain others. 
CD-CR4.2d Explores new situations through dramatic play. 
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36-48 Months 
 

 

  

Strand: Creative Movement & Dance 
Standard CD-CR1: The child will participate in dance to express creativity. 

CD-CR1.3a 
Repeats choreographed movements and begins to express creativity in 
movements. 

Strand: Visual Arts 
Standard CD-CR2: The child will create and explore visual art forms to develop 

artistic expression. 
CD-CR2.3a Uses a variety of  tools and art media to express individual creativity. 
CD-CR2.3b Observes and discusses visual art forms. 
CD-CR2.3c Shares ideas about personal creative work. 

Strand: Music 
Standard CD-CR3: The child will use their voice, instruments, and objects to express creativity. 

CD-CR3.3a 
Participates in classroom activities with musical instruments and singing to 
express creativity. 

Strand: Drama 
Standard CD-CR3: The child will use dramatic play to express creativity. 

CD-CR4.3a Participates in dramatic play presentations with adult guidance. 

CD-CR4.3b 
Re-creates a familiar story using action and objects (props) individually or 
cooperatively. 

CD-CR4.3c Creates various voice inflections and facial expressions in play. 
CD-CR4.3d Begins to identify real and make-believe situations through dramatic play. 
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48-60 Months 
 

 

Strand: Creative Movement & Dance 
Standard CD-CR1: The child will participate in dance to express creativity. 

CD-CR1.4a 
Uses dance to express thoughts, feelings, and energy. Uses dance as an outlet for 
creativity. 

Strand: Visual Arts 
Standard CD-CR2: The child will create and explore visual art forms to develop artistic 

expression. 

CD-CR2.4a 
Uses materials to create original work for self-expression and to express 
individual creativity. 

CD-CR2.4b 
Observes and discusses visual art forms and compares their similarities and 
differences. 

CD-CR2.4c Shows appreciation for different types of  art and the creative work of  others. 

Strand: Music 
Standard CD-CR3: The child will use their voice, instruments, and objects to express 

creativity. 

CD-CR3.4a 
Uses familiar rhymes, songs, or chants, and musical instruments to express 
creativity. 

Strand: Drama 
Standard CD-CR4: The child will use dramatic play to express creativity. 

CD-CR4.4a Participates in dramatic play presentations. 
CD-CR4.4a Uses dialogue, actions, objects, and imagination to tell a creative story. 
CD-CR4.4a Represents a character by using voice inflections and facial expressions. 
CD-CR4.4a Participates in dramatic play to express thoughts, feelings, and creativity. 


