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BRIGHT FROM THE START

Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards

Recently, all of Georgia’s Early Learning and Developmental Standards (GELDS) were
reviewed and revised. During the 26-27 schoolyear, Georgia’s Pre-K Programs will begin to
implement ONLY the Communication, Language & Literacy Standards (CLL).

Here’s what you will notice:
Emphasis on intentional teaching
Clearly articulating foundational literacy skills—such as phonemic awareness, vocabulary
development, and print concepts—so educators are no longer left guessing what high-quality
practice looks like.
Built clear, linear progressions
Phonological awareness indicators now follow a research-based sequence (from rhyming and sound
discrimination to phoneme blending and manipulation), helping educators teach with intention
and confidence.
Embedded literacy across all domains
Rather than treating literacy as a stand-alone domain, the revisions intentionally connect oral
language, background knowledge, and self-regulation across every domain from physical
development and social emotional skills, and of course cognitive development.
Stronger emphasis on play to learn
It is vital to remember that young children learn best through play and hands-on activities, so
through expanded examples and home connection activities, we help to support educators and
families in simple and quick ways to incorporate these skills in everyday activities.
Rollout will be slow to support fidelity
Georgia’s Pre-K Teachers will receive training and resources throughout the year. Implementation
is not expected until teachers have participated in training.

The required Pre-K training for all teachers this year will introduce the CLL updates in full.
Teachers are not expected to implement these standards until they have received training.

Brief Overview: GELDS UPDATE FOR PRE K
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https://youtu.be/J5jayO8ldCo
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/brwknk5hcfkbmvc93mysv/CLL-GELDS-INDICATORS_Pre-K.pdf?rlkey=m2tmos3d4t7dpirf269y3k693&st=kjjb5xjt&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f87hgupyrmngub6rzllxy/CLL-GELDS-INDICATORS_ALL-AGES.pdf?rlkey=2kpva1i3tb8ux3pr6ec0fhmjv&st=f1wc2xva&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gdet749cwv9v5sioyn4a0/PREVIOUS-REVISED-CLL-GELDS-CROSSWALK.pdf?rlkey=81fgsk1wcu7p6rvup8webauk6&st=cduzcf9x&dl=0
https://bestpractices.gsu.edu/resources/otags/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/acuodrmnldqhs006yzlh3/WORK-SAMPLING-GELDS_REVERSE-CORRELATIONS.pdf?rlkey=b3l88ves9rup9tykr1xq3g3c9&st=1ukh9nyt&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/nu63hhpr9yy46124y025y/MAP_PERIODS-1-2.pdf?rlkey=8rupst114nomm4h6z3y8e2z8o&e=1&dl=0

