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Commissioner's Corner
by Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs

Dear DECAL Co-workers,

It's amazing to me that June is here already and that almost half of 2016 is
history. We've just celebrated Memorial Day, the unofficial beginning of
summer, which means that children are out of school, and traditionally, at
least in school, there is some “downtime."

Well, as we know, that's not the case here at DECAL. If anything, the need
for child care increases; the Summer Food Service Program jumps into high
gear; Pre-K is wrapping up the 2015-2016 school year and preparing for the
next; Finance is closing out this state fiscal year reconciling the hundreds of millions of dollars that
pass through DECAL every year. "Downtime™ - if it ever existed here - is a thing of the past.

But, as we continue serving children and families and supporting providers who care for children
every day, | hope you'll MAKE time for some downtime this summer. Ever since coming to DECAL,
I've stressed the importance of work-life balance. I truly believe we all deserve to take time to spend
with family, to rest, to relieve ourselves of carrying the weight of work...if only for a short time.

I once heard someone say, "Never get so busy making a living that you forget to make a life." | look
forward to heeding that advice as | spend time away with my family later this month, and | highly
encourage you to do the same (if you have the requisite leave time!). Even staying at home - taking a
"staycation™ - can be as refreshing and therapeutic (and less expensive) as going away. | believe that
taking time to "make a life" will ultimately make us more productive and more satisfied at work.

Another thing that | think about at this time of year is my anniversary, my DECAL anniversary. On
June 16th, I'll begin my third year as commissioner of this amazing department...and it is amazing,
not just because of the work we accomplish, but especially because of you, the people who do the
work. When | came here in 2014, 1 told you DECAL was considered the gold standard of state
agencies. In these two years, I've come to understand and experience why and how that reputation
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was earned.

You truly are a group of dedicated professionals who are making a difference in the lives of children,
families, and the early care and education industry in our state. It's an honor to work with you.

Gratefully,

P.S. If you do take some time to be with family or friends this summer, send me a picture of or a
note about where you are and what you're doing. I'd love to hear from you as you continue to "make
a life."

Public Reminded to "'Look Again®

In a news conference Tuesday Governor Nathan Deal, First Lady
Sandra Deal, and DECAL Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs called for
families and caregivers of children to have heightened awareness of
the dangers of leaving children unattended in vehicles. Officials
hope the news conference and a new public service announcement
will help prevent children's heatstroke deaths this summer.

"During our state's hot summer months, there is a higher risk of

serious injury or death as a result of a child being left alone inside a
vehicle," said Gov. Deal. "Since 2010, 11 children in Georgia have .. SRR
died due to vehicular heatstroke. | ask all Georgians to join me in

preventing future loss of life by being aware of your surroundings and never leaving a child in a car,
even for just a minute. Lives can be saved if we take the time to Look Again."”

"We as parents and grandparents work hard to keep our children safe and out of harm's way," said
Mrs. Deal. "By increasing awareness and reminding your family and friends to Look Again, together
we can prevent future tragedies here in Georgia."

Commissioner Jacobs said over 370,000 children in Georgia are cared for daily by approximately
5,000 child care providers, most of whom regularly transport children. "When we receive reports of
incidents where children are left in vehicles, we investigate each incident," Jacobs explained. "In
FY2014, 18 children were left in vehicles by child care providers; in FY2015 eight children were left
in vehicles; and so far in FY2016, seven children have been left. All of these children survived, and,
thankfully, we have not seen any heat stroke related deaths in child care centers since 2011. But one
child left unattended in a vehicle is one child too many. As a result, safely transporting children
remains a focus for our agency."

Commissioner Jacobs said "Look Again" is a message not just to child care programs and teachers
but to anyone caring for a child - parents, grandparents, other family members, neighbors and friends
- to always account for the children in their care as they drive them from place to place. "When you
arrive at your destination, check the front and back of your car, and after you've looked, just to be
sure, look again. There is absolutely no reason for a child to suffer or die in these conditions," she
stressed.
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State officials hope the public will help distribute a new "Look Again" public service announcement
to family and friends using social media. The video is posted on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6Q-GAT7tfkE and on DECAL's Facebook and Twitter pages.

Officials also asked the public to be their eyes and ears in the community, and if they see a child left
alone in a vehicle, call 911 immediately; emergency personnel are tra

DECAL employees showed their support of the "Look Again" campaign at a news conference held Tuesday
by Governor Nathan Deal, First Lady Sandra Deal, and DECAL Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs.

Finalists Announced for Georgia's Pre-K Program Teachers of the Year

DECAL has announced the six statewide finalists in the search for Georgia's Pre-K Program
Teachers of the Year for 2016-2017. In May, each finalist received a surprise visit by Susan Adams,
Assistant Commissioner for Georgia's Pre-K Program and Instructional Supports.

The finalists are Connie Ellington of Bethlehem Elementary School in Bethlehem/Barrow County;
Stacy Tidwell of Duncan Creek Academy in Dacula/Gwinnett County; Tonya Freeman of Green
Acres Preschool in Douglasville/Douglas County; Kelly Harris of Crescent Elementary School in
Griffin/Spalding County; Rondrikus Fletcher of Lamar County Primary School in Barnesville/Lamar
County; and Channie Frazier of Kids World in Statesboro/Bulloch County.

"Now in its 23rd year, Georgia's Pre-K Program is nationally recognized as an exemplary early
childhood education program for four year olds that significantly impacts school readiness skills in
language, literacy, and math," said DECAL Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs. "The program'’s success
can be attributed directly to the outstanding Pre-K teachers and assistants who implement this
program daily. This is a small way for us to recognize their efforts."
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State Officials Urge Safe
Infant Sleep from the Start

This fall, DECAL will select a winner from a local public school system and a winner from a private
child care center. Flnallsts were nominated by Georglas Pre K Project Directors and Pre-K teachers.
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Quality Rated Welcomes 1,000th Quality Rated Program

DECAL has met a significant milestone, naming The
Creative COMFY Day School @ Lynn's House in
Decatur as the state's 1,000th Quality Rated provider.

The Creative COMFY Day School @ Lynn's House

joins 999 other programs that have been evaluated by
credentialed early childhood experts and identified as &=
high quality, and rated based on providing children with

an environment and experience that is best for their

=

development. Quality Rated is a program of DECAL. Quz;llty Rated Names its 1000th

DECAL Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs congratulated Provider!

The Creative COMFY Day School @ Lynn's House and Congrats to the Creative Comfy Day School

its owner Lynn Manfredi/Petitt for earning its three-star @ Lynn's House!  «

rating, the highest rank awarded by DECAL. Qg}l’ggé'
"We are so proud to reach the 1,000th provider

milestone and even more excited to award three stars to Lynn and her program.” Jacobs said.
"Quality Rated helps us identify programs like Lynn's that provide children with a nurturing and
educational environment to help them learn and develop their social skills so they have a strong
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foundation as they grow. Parents and families who use Quality Rated can have peace of mind
knowing they have a tool to identify high-quality programs, so that when they search for child care,
they can focus on the details that matter most to their family."

All Quality Rated programs can be found on www.QualityRated.org in an easy-to-use, free, online
database designed for Georgia parents and families. All child care providers who participate in
Quality Rated - whether they have one, two or three stars - have gone above and beyond state health
and safety requirements.

"My heart is overflowing with joy knowing that the care we provide at The Creative COMFY Day
School is Quality Rated and three stars." said Manfredi/Petitt. "As we continue to provide home-
based quality care and learning to our children and families, | feel proud knowing that our family
child care learning home is part of a larger network of Quality Rated providers supported by the State
of Georgia."

In the photo below are (L-R) Ellen Whitlock, Georgia Family Connection Partnership; Board of
Early Care and Learning Chairman Victor Morgan; DECAL Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs; Deputy

Commissioner for System Reform Kristin Bernhard; and Lynn Manfredi/Petitt of The Creative
Comfy Day School @ Lynn's House.

QUALITY"

RATED

CHILD CARE

www.qualityrated.org

Exempt Programs Get Closer Look This Summer
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You know that great idea you
have for our agency?

We cannot read your mind.

That is why DECAL has

™
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Board of Early Care and Learning

Georgia law allows for situations when a child care service or program can be
exempt from state licensing requirements. These exemptions can be based on the
ages of children, duration of the program, hours of care and operation, specific
activities, or situations where services are offered free of charge. Currently,
approximately 4,500 programs in Georgia have been designated exempt by
DECAL. And many of these programs such as summer camps, church camps,
sports and recreation camps, and other traditional summer programs and activities
are approaching their busiest time of the year.

In the past couple of years DECAL began focusing efforts on exempt programs, some of which had
held their exemptions for decades. Consultants began working through paper files, making phone
calls, and actually visiting sites when necessary to determine if the exempt program was still
operating and if so, if it was operating within the parameters of its exemption.

This work will increase this summer as retired DECAL licensing consultants will be trained in June
to visit 500 -700 exempt programs across the state. The group will look at all exemption categories,
not just summer camps and activities. The purpose of the visits will be to determine if exempt
programs are properly operating within their approved category; to observe and collect data on health
and safety standards; and to specifically verify that parents have signed enrollment forms
acknowledging that they are aware the program is exempt from licensing.

"Parents should be aware that there are no assurances that the state's health and safety requirements
are met or enforced in exempt programs,” said Assistant Commissioner Kristie Lewis. "One of the
requirements of an exempt program is that they notify and inform parents or guardians that they are
not licensed by the state. And, this summer, CCS will check to ensure that the programs are
following this requirement."

The consultants will also check for compliance with other regulations. In 2012, DECAL revised the
exemption rules by requiring that programs seeking exempt status must submit an application,
provide a valid and current e-mail address, and report specific details on services, fees, and ages of
children served. In addition, exempt programs must post a notice that the program is exempt and
must notify parents and the public when they do not carry liability insurance. These requirements
provide information to help families make informed decisions about the programs they are
considering for their children.

If an exempt program submits false information, loses accreditation, or fails to comply with
requirements of local, regional and state health departments, fire marshal, fire prevention, and
building and zoning guidelines, then DECAL can rescind their exemption.

As is the case with all of DECAL's work, the health and safety of children are the department's
priorities regardless if a program meets the criteria for an exemption or is licensed.
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A NEW AND IMPROVED PDR IS COMING YOUR WAY
IT'S CALLED

1GaPDS

Georgia Professional Development System for Early Childhood Educaters

Good news! A new online Professional
Dav@lopment System is launching in
June, making it easier for Georgia's
teachers to track and register for their
DECAL trainings. Watch for regular
emails with details and updates.
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DIN Summer School

Check back daily
The Faces of DECAL FOY EIPS OV\
DECAL faces featured in the banner of this issue are (L-R)
Jennifer Sallies, Crystal Germany, Atlantis Wright, Rebecca McDonald, :
Devoln Porte:r, Crys)t/al Hoffman, gnd Gru;han ;Zobinson. Preveﬂ l:-l ﬂﬂ
summer
brain drain.
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