
Pre-K Clas s room Operating, PTO &
Trans portation Calculations

Program Type Operating: Clas s room Operating: Trans portation
Priva te Metro $35,292.44 $1,615.60
Priva te Non-Metro $26,913.09 $1,615.60
Public $18,507.63 $1,615.60

Pre-K Operating 2026-2027

Georgia’s  Pre-K Grantees  receive monthly payments  Augus t-May for teacher s a lary and 
opera ting expenses  including teacher benefits , clas s room, paid time off (PTO) for teachers and 
transporta tion. To determine how much will be paid each month for Opera ting Clas s room,  
PTO and Trans porta tion, Pre-K Grantees  will need to know if they are Metro/ Non-Metro,
Private/ Public, the number of ins tructional days  included on their approved Pre-K 
ca lendar, and the number of s tudents  enrolled.

A daily rate is  determined by dividing annual Operating Class room, PTO and 
Transportation amounts  by the number of ins tructional days .

 Metro Counties : Camden, Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Douglas , Fayette,
Forsyth, Fulton, Gwinnett, Hall, Henry, Paulding, and Rockdale

 Non-Metro Counties : All other counties  not lis ted as  Metro.
 Private : Priva te Programs & Other Public Providers  such as  privately owned

bus inesses , Head Start Programs , Univers ity/ Technical College programs , Military 
bases , etc. (NOT Local School Sys tems )

 Public: Local School Sys tems

2026-2027 Es timated Annual Clas s room Operating Rates  for a  Full
Clas s room (20 children)

 Special payments  for newly funded class rooms and refurbishment are not included.
 Operating Clas s room and Transportation portions  of the payment are based on full 

enrollment for Augus t and September payments .  October – May payments may be
prorated based on s tudent enrollment.



Pre-K  Operating: continued 2026-2027

This  document is  des igned to provide guidance only. All of Georgia’s  Pre-K Program pers onnel are 
employees  of the Pre-K provider for whom they work, not DECAL or the State of Georgia.

For more information regarding teacher s alary and benefits , additional res ources  are available at
https :/ / www.decal.ga.gov/ Prek/ ProjectDirectors .as px .

Ques tions ?
Pleas e contact PreKBus ines s .Support@decal.ga.gov

How to Calculate Private Metro Operating Amount:
Daily/Monthly Rate

Example: Daily Rate:
Annual Operating Clas s room + Transportation + PTO  
÷ total

1. Private early childhood education
           number of ins tructional days   = Daily Rateprogram in Cobb County

2. Student enrollment = 20
$35,292.44 + $1,615.60 + $300.00 ÷ 180 = $206.71
(daily rate)3. 180 ins tructional days  in the

approved Pre-K calendar Monthly Rate:
4. 21 ins tructional days  in the month Daily rate  x total number of ins truction days  in the month =

Monthly Rate

$206.71 x 21 = $4,340.91 (monthly rate)

How to Calculate Private Non-Metro Operating Amount:
Daily/Monthly Rate

Example: Daily Rate:
Annual Operating Clas s room + Trans portation + PTO ÷ 
total

1. Private early childhood education
        number of ins tructional days   = Daily Rateprogram in Lamar County

2. Student enrollment = 20
$26,913.63 + $1615.60 + $300.00 ÷ 178 = $161.96 
(daily rate)3. 178 ins tructional days  in the approved

Pre-K calendar Monthly Rate:
4. 22 ins tructional days  in the month Daily rate x total number of ins truction days  in the month

= Monthly Rate

$161.96 x 22 = $3,563.12 (monthly rate)

How to Calculate Local School Sys tem Operating Amount:
Daily/Monthly Rate

Example: Daily Rate:
Annual Operating Clas s room + Trans portation + PTO 
÷ total

1. Local School Sys tem
           number of ins tructional days   = Daily Rate2. Student enrollment = 20

3. 179 ins tructional days  in the approved
$18,507.63 + $1615.60  + $300.00 ÷ 179 = $114.09 
(daily rate)Pre-K calendar

4. 22 ins tructional days  in the month Monthly Rate:
Daily rate x total number of ins truction days  in the month
= Monthly Rate

$114.09 x 22 = $2,509.98 (monthly rate)


