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The 2026 GELDS recognize that mathematical learning begins long
before children can count or identify numbers. Infants develop

foundational mathematical concepts through exploration,
movement, observation, and interactions with responsive adults. The
standards place greater emphasis on helping educators intentionally
support these early experiences through language-rich interactions

that highlight patterns, quantity, position, and cause-and-effect
relationships. Through everyday routines, songs, play, and caregiving

moments, infants begin building the foundations for future
mathematical reasoning. The focus is not on teaching mathematics,

but on recognizing and strengthening the mathematical learning
that is already happening through everyday experiences.

Building Mathematical Thinking from the Beginning
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The 2026 GELDS recognize that young toddlers develop mathematical
understanding through active exploration and everyday interactions. As
children compare, sort, match, stack, fill, and dump, they begin making
meaningful connections about quantity, size, position, and relationships
between objects. The standards place increased emphasis on mathematical
language, pattern awareness, and spatial exploration, helping children
connect their experiences to emerging mathematical concepts. Through
play, movement, routines, and conversations, toddlers build the foundation
for later reasoning, problem-solving, and mathematical communication.

Exploring Mathematics Through Everyday Experiences
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The 2026 GELDS support children as they move beyond exploration and
begin communicating their mathematical thinking. During this stage,
children increasingly sort, classify, compare, predict, and recognize
patterns while using language to describe their observations and
decisions. Greater emphasis is placed on reasoning, mathematical
communication, spatial thinking, and problem-solving through
meaningful play experiences. Through hands-on exploration and
everyday interactions, children begin making connections between
mathematical ideas and the world around them.

From Exploration to Early Reasoning
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The 2026 GELDS encourage preschoolers to move from exploration
toward explanation, helping them reason through problems,
communicate their thinking, and apply mathematical concepts in
meaningful ways. The standards place greater emphasis on
mathematical language, patterning, measurement, spatial thinking, and
problem-solving. Through rich conversations, investigations, construction
activities, and play-based learning experiences, children develop a
deeper understanding of mathematics while building confidence as
capable mathematical thinkers.

Growing as Mathematical Thinkers
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The 2026 GELDS position Pre-K children as active mathematical thinkers
who can reason, estimate, justify, and communicate their ideas with
increasing independence. Children are encouraged to explain their
thinking, analyze patterns, solve real-world problems, and use mathematical
concepts to make sense of their experiences. Increased emphasis is placed
on mathematical communication, estimation, spatial thinking, and problem-
solving while maintaining play as the primary vehicle for learning. Through
meaningful exploration and authentic experiences, children build the
confidence and skills needed for future mathematical learning.

Thinking, Reasoning, & Communicating Like Mathematicians 


	Cognitive Development & General Knowledge: Math
	Building Mathematical Thinking from the Beginning

	Cognitive Development & General Knowledge: Math
	Exploring Mathematics Through Everyday Experiences

	Cognitive Development & General Knowledge: Math
	From Exploration to Early Reasoning

	Cognitive Development & General Knowledge: Math
	Growing as Mathematical Thinkers

	Cognitive Development & General Knowledge: Math
	Thinking, Reasoning, & Communicating Like Mathematicians


