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Dear Child Care Provider,

| hope your summer is going well and that you’re finding opportunities to
stay cool! Child Care Services implemented new rules on July 1, 2025. To
access information on the new rules, please go to Rules and Regulations. If
you have questions about the new rules, please contact you Child Care
Consultant.

| want to take a moment to focus on two of these rules. There were two
choking deaths in Georgia child care in 2024. We want to do everything we
can to prevent another choking death in licensed child care. Previously,
child care staff had to be pediatric CPR/pediatric First Aid certified within 90
days of employment. The new rule shortens the timeframe to 45 days. The
second rule requires a teacher who is pediatric CPR/pediatric First Aid
certified be present in any open classroom whenever children are present.

We cannot stress enough how quickly choking can happen and how
important it is that someone who knows what to do is there with children.
We also know that changing rules isn’t enough. Over the next several
months, DECAL is launching a choking prevention campaign to support
child care staff in safe feeding practices. There will be training opportunities
as well as educational materials to reinforce best practices in serving food
for teachers and cooks.

| encourage you to review the new rules as well as the indicator manual,
and if you have additional questions, please reach out to the Child Care
Services team.

Take care,

Porm Staenc
<% Child Care

Pam Stevens ,L\\ SERVICES

Deputy Commissioner
for Child Care Services



http://decal.ga.gov/
https://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/RulesAndRegulations.aspx
https://www.path2college529.com/program/wecare/
https://www.path2college529.com/open/
https://www.cleanwaterforuskids.org/en/georgia/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=11c774fb-b9e4-4736-bc04-cd32e825d516
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Rule Changes Now in Effect!

On July 1, 2025, recently updated rules and regulations went into effect
for both Child Care Learning Centers (CCLC) and Family Child Care
Learning Homes (FCCLH). To ensure you have the most up to date
versions of the rule books and are knowledgeable with the recent
updates, please click and view the materials below:

CCLC Rules & Regulations FCCLH Rules & Regulations
Training FAQ Core Rules Information

Rules and Regulations Indicator Manuals:

Your Essential Guide
by Jennifer Waters, M.Ed., CPSI
CCS Technical Assistance Unit Manager

Whether you’re a seasoned teacher, administrator, or new to child
care, the Indicator Manual is your key to understanding the rules and
regulations monitored by the Georgia Department of Early Care and

Learning.

Indicator Manuals are clearly designed to be more than just
rulebooks—they’re practical, user-friendly guides that help programs
not only meet but exceed expectations.

Key Features:

e Quarterly Updates: Both the Child Care Learning Center and
Family Child Care Learning Home manuals are updated quarterly
to ensure they always provide up-to-date, thorough guidance.

e Easy Search Features: Manuals are searchable by chapter or
keyword.

e Clear Rule Types: Rules are identified as Core or Non-Core.
Core Rules pose the greatest risk to children’s health and safety
when not followed and significantly affect compliance outcomes.

e Detailed Explanations: Each rule is fully explained with its
intent, clarifications on how to meet it, and the exact indicators
licensing consultants will evaluate.

e Best Practices and Tips: Includes best practices and additional

tips to help programs implement practices that will successfully


https://www.decal.ga.gov/BftS/ContactList.aspx?programId=3&CCS=1
https://www.facebook.com/brightfromthestart/timeline
https://www.instagram.com/brightfromthestart/
https://www.pinterest.com/brightfromstart/
https://www.youtube.com/user/GADECAL
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CCLCRulesandRegulations.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FCCLHRulesAndRegulations.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/TrainingFAQ.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/CoreRulesInformation.aspx

meet and exceed rule requirements.

With the indicator manuals, Child Care Services provides transparency
and support for all rule requirements to assist programs in providing
safe environments for children. Take advantage of these resources for
all your licensing rule-related questions.

Explore the latest version, including licensing rule updates effective
July 1, 2025, on DECAL’s official website. A "How to Use the Indicator
Manual” guide is also available to help you navigate search features,
rule types, and compliance indicators.

CCLC Indicator Manual FCCLH Indicator Manual
How to Use the Indicator Manual

NEW OLLi TRAINING AVAILABLE!

Introduction to Infant and Early Childhood
Mental Health (IECHM)

I.[::ka;.; for a ining that counts towa

required Professional Development hot

the QR code to learn how to register, atte
learn about Mental Health!

Questions:

gapds@decal ga.gav
404-267-2T60



http://www.decal.ga.gov
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CCLC_IndicatorManual.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FCCLH_IndicatorManual.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/HowtoUsetheIndicatorManual.pdf
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Georgia’s Path2College 529 Plan and the Georgia Department
of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) have partnered
to offer the “We Care Child Care” sweepstakes.
The promotion is open to families of children who are attending
a Georgia Child Care program this summer.

Enter the sweepstakes between July 1 and July 31, 2025 for
your chance to win $1,529. Four randomly selected winners
will receive a $1,529 contribution to their Path2College 529 Plan
account, and their Child Care program will also receive $1,529.




While you wait to see if your child

":'S never wins the sweepstakes, consider
opening a Path2College 529 Plan if
too ea rly you do not have an account already.
to start

g The Path2College 529 Plan is a tax-advantaged
saving for way to save for higher education, offering

co llege| triple tax benefits:

1. Exclusive Georgia state tax deduction of up to
$8,000 per year, per beneficiary (if filing jointly,
$4,000 for single filers).

2. Tax-deferred growth on any eamings.

3. Tax-free withdrawals on qualified
education expenses.

You can open an account in less than
15 minutes with just $25.

Questions? Call 1-877-424-4377

Beat the Heat: Indoor and Outdoor
Activities in the Summer

Summer is here, and it’s the
perfect time to get kids moving!
Children need at least one hour of
physical activity each day—»but it
doesn’t have to feel like exercise.
Games, dancing, and playing all
count!

HELLO SUMMER! Outdoor play is great for
DECAL's Nutrition Services promotes safe, development, but rlSlng tempS Can
supportive environments where children o o
can learn, grow, and move. be r|Sky. Young Chlldren are
B . especially vulnerable to heat-
related illnesses like dehydration
and heat exhaustion.




Tips for Safe Summer Play:

e Head outside early, before it gets too hot! It's okay to edit
classroom schedules around weather conditions.

e Utilize playground shade structures. Also, use shade from tents,
trees, and umbrellas.

o Offer of plenty of water for drinking.

Here are some fun physical activity ideas for small spaces, both
indoors and outdoors, to keep children active. Be sure to click on the
linked headings for additional information:

Indoor Activities:

1. Dance Party: Turn on some kid-friendly music and have a dance-
off. It's a great way to get moving and have fun.

2. Obstacle Course: Use pillows, chairs, and toys to create an
indoor obstacle course.

3. Yoga and Stretching: Follow along with a kid-friendly yoga video
or do some simple stretches.

4. Simon Says: Play a game of Simon Says with active commands
like jumping jacks, running in place, or hopping on one foot.

5. Scavenger Hunt: Create a list of items for kids to find around the
classroom. Add physical challenges like "hop to the rug" or "tip toe
to the cubbies."

Outdoor Activities (in shaded or cooler areas):

1. Water Play: Set up a small splash pad, sprinkler, or water table
for some cool water fun. Ensure staff are within arm's length of
children during all water play to provide constant supervision.

2. Treasure Hunt: Hide treasures around the play area and create
clues for the children to find them. For example, "Look under the
big tree" or "Find the red flower." This activity promotes problem-
solving and exploration.

3. Sidewalk Chalk Games: Draw hopscotch or mazes for active
play.

4. Garden Planting: Gather small pots, soil, seeds, and water.
Under constant supervision, let the children plant seeds in small
pots and water them. This helps kids hone their fine motor skills
and learn about plant growth.

Tips for Staying Cool:

e Hydration: Make sure kids drink plenty of water before, during,
and after activities.

e Cool Clothing: Dress children in light, breathable clothing.

e Shade: Utilize playground shade structures. Also, use umbrellas,



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CZwRCMElCM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0pn2NPDZvM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0pn2NPDZvM
https://napacenter.org/obstacle-course-ideas/
https://napacenter.org/obstacle-course-ideas/
https://www.cacfp.org/assets/pdf/Core+Excerisies+for+Preschoolers+cacfp.org/
https://www.cacfp.org/assets/pdf/Core+Excerisies+for+Preschoolers+cacfp.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/f3624c57801/41d99a24-cb9d-40f2-ace9-0c749294dccd.pdf?_gl=1*1l2zwxe*_gcl_au*MTQ2MzMwNDUyMC4xNzQzNjkxMTMw*_ga*ZDA4MDY5NDktNmRhZS00OWFiLThiZjMtYjc2MjgzNjk2YWIx*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*czE3NDk1NzUwMzckbzQkZzEkdDE3NDk1Nzk2NjUkajMzJGwwJGgw
https://napacenter.org/water-play/
https://napacenter.org/water-play/
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/blog/20-amazing-sidewalk-chalk-ideas-for-learning-and-fun-2-2/
https://www.teachstarter.com/us/blog/20-amazing-sidewalk-chalk-ideas-for-learning-and-fun-2-2/
https://growing-minds.org/documents/planting-in-the-garden-lesson-plan.pdf/
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes/pdf/flyer-staycool.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/healthy-weight-growth/water-healthy-drinks/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthy-weight-growth/water-healthy-drinks/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/skin-cancer/sun-safety/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/skin-cancer/sun-safety/index.html

tents, or natural shade to stay cool.
e Timing: Schedule outdoor activities for early morning or late
afternoon when it's cooler.
Physical Activity Resource:

e Summer Safety Tips

No matter the weather, children can stay
active—even in small spaces. Always
adhere to CCS’s Rules and Regulations
regarding weather conditions affecting
outdoor play. If temperatures get too high,
bring children indoors for physical

activity. Keep children safe, hydrated, and
healthy by staying alert and prepared. Have fun, stay cool, and enjoy a
safe summer of play! (1]

Share your #SummerAdventures, #BeatTheHeat #Outdoor/Indoor
stories and pictures with Physical Activity Specialist, Tina McLaren,
MPH at tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov!



https://headstart.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/summer-safety-tips.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/RulesAndRegulations.aspx
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Weatherwatchchart.pdf
mailto:tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov
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=~ OVER 14@ CHILD CAR
CENTERS IN GEORGIA

HAVE COMPLETED THE
PROGRAM! JOIN THEM!

Identify and get the lead out
of drinking and cooking water with
free testing from the Clean Water

for Georgia Kids program!

Use no-cost and low-cost solutions by:

ENROLL NOW!
* Flushing water daily

» Replacing faucet fixtures
+ Using certified water filters

For more information, visit www cleanwaterforllSkids.org/georgia
or call 1-855-997-3183
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Consumer Product Safety Commission



Children's Products Recalls

Click Here to Enroll

Interested?

Interested in reading newsletters from other departments within DECAL?
Click Below!

Nutrition
Pre-K

000000

Agency | Programs | Families | Teachers | Providers | Contact

Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning | 2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE East Tower
Suite 670 | Atlanta, GA 30334 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

@ Constant

Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls
https://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Newsletters.aspx
https://www.decal.ga.gov/Prek/Teachers.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/brightfromthestart
https://twitter.com/GADeptEarlyCare
https://www.instagram.com/brightfromthestart/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bright-from-the-start
https://www.pinterest.com/brightfromstart/
https://www.youtube.com/user/GADECAL
http://decal.ga.gov/BftS/About.aspx
http://decal.ga.gov/CCS/Default.aspx
http://families.decal.ga.gov/ChildCare/Search
http://decal.ga.gov/CCS/RulesAndRegulations.aspx
http://decal.ga.gov/CCS/StartingACenter.aspx
http://decal.ga.gov/BftS/ContactList.aspx
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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