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Registration for FY 2022 CACFP Renewal Training
Opens July 15; Enrollment Opens August 1

Participating CACFP Sponsors and Institutions are required to meet annual renewal
requirements by September 30, 2021. As a convenience, the Nutrition Division will open
registration for the required annual training on July 15, 2021, and open enrollment for the
application renewal will be available beginning August 1.

This adjustment will provide more time to complete the renewal updates and ensure that the
FY 2022 applications are accurate and approved prior to the beginning of the new program
year.

Step 1: Complete Annual Training Requirements
Registration for the CACFP Annual Training requirements opens on July 15.
These requirements include:

Reviewing the CACFP 2022 Annual Training presentation in GA ATLAS
Completing the CACFP 2022 Annual Training Test Assessment in GA ATLAS

Once the annual training assessment has been completed and submitted, you will receive
access to the FY 2021-2022 CACFP application.

Step 2: Enroll in FY 2022 CACFP 
Upon completion of the Annual Training and Assessment, the CACFP application for the
associated program year will change the institution or sponsor’s status to “Not Enrolled” and
the “Enroll” button will be available.

Enroll into FY 2022 on or after August 1, 2021.

Step 3: Submit your FY 2022 Application on or before September 30
Original or Annual Budgets and Budget Amendments must also be submitted on or before
September 30, 2021. 

Failure to complete the annual requirements by the specified deadline date will impact
continued participation in the CACFP, which includes submission of monthly claims for
reimbursement.



If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your assigned Application Specialist:

Is Your Institution Required To Submit An Annual
Budget?

Original or Annual Budgets and Budget Amendments must be submitted on or before
September 30, 2021. At a minimum, annual budgets are required when:

An Independent Center with an approved budget in FY 2021 intends to use FY 2022
reimbursement funds for new operating and/or administrative costs that require prior
approval, specific prior written approval, or formal procurement.
An Independent Center with an approved budget in FY 2021 with approved costs and
the same costs in FY 2022, but new supporting documentation must be submitted for
review and approval (e.g., lease agreements for center space, equipment rental, etc.).
All Administrative, Center and DCH sponsoring organizations must submit an annual
budget.

 
Please follow links below for budget related tools and references:

Budget Guidance Manual
Budget Checklist
Budget Allocation Worksheet

Shonda Franklin, Budget Compliance Supervisor, is no longer with DECAL. We extend
our best wishes to her future endeavors. For the immediate future, please direct all budget

http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/budgetguidancemanual.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/78df6ef4-a895-48df-ba3c-b3e215f2823d.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/de52741e-182b-4e72-b716-85ddffe2cc42.xlsx


issues and questions to Gwendolyn Howard, Budget Compliance Specialist at
404.330.4265 or Gwendolyn.Howard@decal.ga.gov

New Policy for Institutions of Affiliated and
Unaffiliated Sites:
Monitoring Sponsored Centers Non-profit Food Service and
Procurement Procedures. 

Sponsoring organizations are responsible for reviewing the food service operations of their
sponsored facilities to assess compliance with meal patterns, licensing/approval status,
attendance at training, meal counts, recordkeeping (menu and meal records), the annual
updating and content of enrollment forms (if the facility is required to have enrollment
forms), and other Program requirements. Reviews must be made at least three times each
year at each facility (unless the sponsoring organization has elected to use a review averaging
system.)

This new memorandum  specifically applies to institutions of affiliated and unaffiliated
sites and is designed to provide guidance to sponsoring organizations regarding the
monitoring requirements of their sponsored centers non-profit food service and procurement
procedures. Sponsors of day care homes are exempt from meeting the
requirements in the new memorandum.
 
In addition to the new memorandum, the following forms/documents have been revised to
capture the required non-profit food service and procurement assessment for sponsored sites:

Child Care Center Monitoring Form,
Child Care Center Monitoring Form Instructions,
Adult Day Care Center Monitoring Form , and
Adult Day Care Center Monitoring Form Instructions .

For your reference, the general Monitoring Requirements policy memorandum has been
updated and can be located here.

Reminder: Review Your Online CACFP
Applications for Accuracy

Institutions and Sponsors are required to review and ensure that all sections of their CACFP
application in GA ATLAS are accurate at all times. Failure to maintain an accurate application
could result in a finding(s) and/or an adverse action.

Click here to access CACFP application update procedures. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact your assigned Business Operations Representative.

What to do if you have  Lost or Destroyed Records

mailto:Gwendolyn.Howard@decal.ga.gov
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/8274c1a6-0436-49db-a59f-760a283078a5.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/0dc5754b-af79-4587-a6bc-552931bc960a.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/70ed8055-1a4a-4bc7-9fe5-3397e6026daf.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/748b2c9c-fb12-426a-897b-19e63a00af0c.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/3e021d30-1a2c-4de2-a334-54cf258111e2.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/4712a6c0-f9dd-4517-8d98-c5596940c1b6.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPApplicationUpdateProcedures.pdf


In the event of a disaster (e.g., hurricane, tornado, flood, fire, earthquake, or other disaster
type event), evidence of the following information is required but not limited to:

enrollment records,
eligibility documentation, and
meal counts.

CACFP institutions and sponsored facilities/providers must keep these records even if they
experience water, fire, or any other type of damage. If records are lost or destroyed,
institutions must promptly notify DECAL on how to proceed and provide the following
information:

the circumstances that led to the loss;
the dates of the losses and types;
the approximate age of the records that were destroyed; and
an official written record of the disaster or official documentation of the loss.

Acceptable documentation may include, but is not limited to, a valid insurance claim or police
report. DECAL’s Audits and Compliance Division will document the losses for future review
purposes. For more information, please visit the DECAL memo, Disaster Preparedness
Information dated October 10, 2018

Income Eligibility Guidlines for FY 2022 Now
Available

The FY 2021-2022 Income Eligibility Guidelines  & WIC Fact Sheet & Income
Guidelines are now located on the website under Nutrition Services>CACFP
Participant Information>CACFP Eligibility Data. 

CACFP Resources:

http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/DisasterPreparednessMemo.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Incomeeligibguidelines.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/wicfact.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/CACFP/Eligibility.aspx


The following documents were covered in previous newsletters:

How to file a CACFP Claim for Reimbursement
How to update your banking information
How to Exclude Cash-In-Lieu (CIL) When Calculating for CACFP Administrative Cost
How to Calculate Allowable Administrative Costs Each Month
How to submit a New Waiver Request
Guidance on Reimbursement for Meals and Snacks Served to Young Adults in the CACFP
Guidance on P-EBT for Schools and Childcare
FAQs Child Nutrition Program: Emergency Operational Costs Program

Get Informed: Upcoming Training Opportunities

Upcoming Training and Technical
Assistance

July 7, 2021 – Grain Ounce Equivalents
Webinar  
Do you have the tools to transition to grain
ounce equivalents? CACFP operators are
required to use ounce equivalents for grains by
October 1, 2021.
Join this webinar session to learn:

simple steps on determining creditable
grains using ounce equivalents,
resources and tools on calculating grain ounce equivalents.

July 19, 2021 - Memo Monday!
Regulations are constantly changing and interpreting all the policies and memorandums can
be a challenge. Therefore, Nutrition Services will discuss procedure updates when requesting
a waiver using the USDA Waivers feature in GA ATLAS during our July Memo Monday.

August 3-4, 2021 – STAR: Sponsor Training & Advanced Resources
Do you want to stay current on the core CACFP administrative principles? Join this
mandatory 2-day webinar to learn:

CORE’s practical sponsor-focused training modules,
new requirements for monitoring a sponsored center’s non-profit food service account
& procurement practices, and 
new revisions on the monitoring forms and instructions

In Case You Missed It:
Memo Monday!

Memo Monday webinars provide an overview of new and/or revised policy memorandums for
the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) and/or the Summer Food Service Program
(SFSP).
 
If you missed a Memo Monday, please visit the Training and Technical Assistance
webpage for previously recorded webinars. The May Memo Monday webinar discussed how
to be successful with COVID-19 waiver(s) implementation and financial recordkeeping
requirements.

Training Resources

https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/7793a41b-e793-43f9-afcb-60ade9ab8c41.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/7793a41b-e793-43f9-afcb-60ade9ab8c41.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/52dc8d73-b657-4993-bcc5-40ae93eb8c57.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/9b4fbcc9-a2dd-4c86-b9ae-d221a8a194c8.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/95336250-c5e8-4ec2-8645-c35dc13cfec6.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/95336250-c5e8-4ec2-8645-c35dc13cfec6.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/dc2f9867-0161-4ed5-84b0-8af23a2d40c6.docx
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFP08_2021s.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/P-EBT_Two-Pager.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/P-EBT_Two-Pager.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPEmergencyFunding2-Pager.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Training_TechnicalAssistance.aspx
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/3236697664912399368


Training Tools for Using Grain Ounce Equivalents
Team Nutrition has provided recorded webinars that highlight training tools and strategies
that can be used to train Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) operators on using
grain ounce equivalents. CACFP operators are required to use ounce equivalents for grains by
October 1, 2021.
 
WIC Food List to Identify Grains for the CACFP
The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)
provides lists of foods that can be purchased with WIC benefits. This list is called the WIC
Authorized Foods List (WIC List) and includes specific brands and product names of foods.
Each State has its own WIC List. In some States, it may be called the “Approved WIC Foods
Shopping Guide” or a similar name. You may download the WIC List in English and Spanish
using the link above.
 
Creditable Snack Recipes
The National CACFP Sponsor Association publishes a Creditable Foods Blog on their website.
The blog shares creditable snack suggestions. You may also submit your #CACFPCreditable
meal or snack to be featured on the blog!
 
Join Today! Team Nutrition CACFP Organization Network
Sponsoring organizations and independent centers that participate in the Child and Adult
Care Food Program (CACFP) are invited to sign up as a Team Nutrition CACFP
Organization, and join an important network working towards healthier nutrition and
physical activity environments. 

​Joining the network is free and easy and members can request free nutrition resources. Team
Nutrition CACFP Organizations will be able to request free printed copies of the following
material: 

Child and Adult Care Food Program Trainer’s Tool: Serving Milk  bingo-
style training, available in English and Spanish; 
Make Today a Try-Day! Stickers ; and 
Discover New Foods Decals, which include
decals for Dairy, Fruits, Grains, Proteins, and Vegetables. 

Questions and Answers for Child Nutrition
Program Operations in School Year 2021-2022

On June 11, 2021, USDA issued the memorandum, Questions and Answers for Child
Nutrition Program Operations in School Year 2021-2022. This guidance compliments the set
of USDA waivers issued April 20, 2021 (Responses #84 through #96) and provides
clarification on questions related to Child Nutrition Programs, including the Child and Adult
Care Food Program (CACFP) for the upcoming school year. 

Information outlined in this memorandum includes, but is not limited to the following:
the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) has not been extended for school food
authorities (SFAs) or non-school sponsors in 2021-2022. Instead, schools will operate
the National School Lunch Seamless Summer Option (NSLP SSO);
FNS issued a targeted meal pattern waiver;
the non-congregate meal service, meal times requirements, and parent/guardian pick-
up waivers have been extended;
allows At-Risk Afterschool Care Centers, regardless of their location, to claim CACFP
meals and snacks at a free rate; and
day care homes are eligible to receive the tier I reimbursement rates.

A copy of the guidance can be found here and see also the section below, Update on
Nationwide Waivers During COVID-19. Further guidance on how to apply for the USDA
waivers for the upcoming program year is forthcoming.

https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/training-program-operators-use-grains-ounce-equivalents
https://growthzonesitesprod.azureedge.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/2039/2021/01/USDA-FNS-Using-WIC-Lists-to-Identify-Grains-EN-SP-cacfp.org_.pdf
https://www.cacfp.org/recipes-menus/creditable-foods-blog/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/cacfp
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/cacfp
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Ftn%2Fserving-milk-bingo&data=04%7C01%7C%7C19c8fed3615740b475b708d90e639f41%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637556643293591297%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=A%2FIvYA3VjFiFGsrUAkQCuxlJF1wvaHaUmSWNS0Ecwgo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Ftn%2Fmake-today-try-day-stickers&data=04%7C01%7C%7C19c8fed3615740b475b708d90e639f41%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637556643293601254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6ArUjElSnJHSV7qRccp5LbJYSfU30ph8d4xzsIuuT%2Bg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffns-prod.azureedge.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ftn%2FDiscoverNewFoodsdairy.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C19c8fed3615740b475b708d90e639f41%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637556643293601254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CBuWps1GycfWFKMdbkxNL2s7WiAA7EmtXAJ35kA8lDI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffns-prod.azureedge.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ftn%2FDecal%2520Discover%2520New%2520Foods%2520Fruit.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C19c8fed3615740b475b708d90e639f41%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637556643293611214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=o4xOMQEWbMV27O0R4z%2BZRSG3pRmHXI2asSaF0kU31Zs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffns-prod.azureedge.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ftn%2FDecal%2520Discover%2520New%2520Foods%2520Grains.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C19c8fed3615740b475b708d90e639f41%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637556643293611214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Bt4pSQ3Pn%2BR%2Fdbmp3XcqPrP7kmKv5LnBm2J6TMfY5ng%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffns-prod.azureedge.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ftn%2FDecal%2520Discover%2520New%2520Foods%2520Protein.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C19c8fed3615740b475b708d90e639f41%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637556643293621168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=i3sDYMrJ3J5uF%2BpBDCw1mvrA2xas46k8byaTA5gJ2AM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffns-prod.azureedge.net%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ftn%2FDecal%2520Discover%2520New%2520Foods%2520Veggie.jpg&data=04%7C01%7C%7C19c8fed3615740b475b708d90e639f41%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637556643293621168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8oXcTTeKYfRnx81BRbkq3W6h35%2B2Fo6IQ7FBWQ549lM%3D&reserved=0
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Q&A_CNPOperatorsSchoolYear2021-2022.pdf


Update on Nationwide Waivers During COVID-19

In light of the exceptional circumstances of the current public health emergency, the Food and
Nutrition Service (FNS) has extended Nationwide Waivers to support access to nutritious
meals while minimizing potential exposure to the novel coronavirus.

For any waiver-related questions, please contact Sonja Adams.

NATIONWIDE WAIVERS
DECAL Participation of Nationwide Waivers due to COVID-19

For full details on the CACFP waivers below, please click on the links to read the actual waiver memo or

click here for more information on DECAL's website.

CACFP

Area Eligibility in the Afterschool Programs & for Family Day Care Home
Providers in School Year 2021-2022 New!
This waiver allows schools and at-risk afterschool care centers, regardless of their location, to
claim all National School Lunch Program, Afterschool Snack Service and Child and Adult
Care Food program At-Risk Afterschool meals and snacks at the free rate. This waiver also
allows day care homes participating in the CACFP to claim all meals served to enrolled
children at the Tier 1 rate, regardless of their location. . **Waiver in effect until June 30,
2022**

Reimbursement for Meals & Snacks served to Young Adults in the CACFP  New!
This waiver allows emergency shelters to claim reimbursement for meals and snacks served to
individuals under the age of 25. **Waiver in effect until the COVID-19 public health
emergency is lifted.

Parent Pick-Up:
Under this waiver, Program operators in a State with an approved waiver allowing non-
congregate meal distribution during COVID-19 related operations may distribute meals to a
parent or guardian to take home to their eligible children. **Waiver extended to June 30,
2022**

Specific Meal Pattern Flexibility
This waiver allows program operators to serve meals that do not meet specificed meal pattern
requirements during the public health emergency.  **Waiver in effect until June 30,
2022**   

Meal Times Waiver: 
The requirement that meals must follow meal service time requirements is waived during the public
health emergency. **Waiver extended until June 30, 2022**  

Non-Congregate Feeding: 
The requirement that meals be served in a congregate setting and must be consumed by
participants on site is waived during the public health emergency. **Waiver extended to
June 30, 2022**

Onsite Monitoring Requirements
FNS waives, for all CACFP sponsoring organizations, that CACFP monitoring requirements
included at 226.16(d)(4)(iii) be conducted onsite. To ensure Program integrity during this
time, sponsoring organizations should, to the maximum extent practicable, continue
monitoring activities of Program operations offsite (e.g., through a desk audit). **Waiver
remains in effect until 30 days after the end of the public health emergency.**

Procurement Updates

mailto:Sonja.adams@decal.ga.gov
http://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Covid19Resources.aspx
http://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Covid19Resources.aspx
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/COVID19NationwideWaiver93s.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPMealsandSnacksServedtoYoungAdultsEmergencyShelt
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Response35_COVID-19ParentPickupNationwideWaiverSY20-21s.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/COVID19NationwideWaiver91s.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Response34_COVID-19MealTimesNationwideWaiver SY20-21s.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Response33_COVID-19NoncongregateNationwideWaiverSY 20-21s.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/COVID19NationwideWaiver96s.pdf


Consolidation Appropriations Act, 2021: Effect on Child Nutrition
Programs
Policy Memo: SP 11-2021, CACFP 10-2021, SFSP 06-2021 – Consolidation Act,
2021: Effect on Child Nutrition Programs was released on May 5, 2021.

This USDA policy memo prohibits child nutrition program funds made available by the
Appropriations Act from being used to procure raw or processed poultry products from the
People’s Republic of China. This policy memo extends the current prohibition through
September 30, 2021. You may review the policy memo here or click on the link above.

Farmers Resource List
We have added a new vendor list to our procurement resources. The Farmers Resource List is
posted here. The list identifies farms and farmers throughout Georgia who are able to
support local food purchases. The Farmers Resource List also designates farms and farmers
classified as small, black and/or minority owned and operated.

Coffee & Conversation
You are invited to attend “Coffee & Conversation” on Wednesday, July 8 at 10:00 a.m.

This will be a virtual conversation about challenges with incorporating local food into meal
service, how to engage farmers, where to purchase local foods in your region and more. Our
first “Coffee & Conversation” will be with our TA Region #1. Bring your coffee and/or tea and
join DECAL staff for a morning chat!
 
If you are interested in attending, please register via Zoom: “Nutrition Services: Coffee &
Conversation”

Local Sourcing Spotlight
It's Tomato Season!

It’s tomato season! Not typically grown outdoors in
many states, Georgia, however is an ideal climate to
grow tomatoes minus a greenhouse.

Did you know this miscategorized vegetable is actually
a fruit? It's a berry! High in vitamins but low in fat and
calories, tomatoes are available throughout most of the
year and grown in highest number in Southwest
Georgia.
 
Are you looking to purchase locally grown tomatoes?
Visit Burnell Farms in Royston, GA. This local
producer has a wide selection of local fruits and
vegetables grown throughout the spring and summer.

 
For questions regarding procurement, please contact LaMonika Jones Procurement
Compliance Officer.

Nutrition Ed Nook
A Tasteful Menu Addition of Terrific Tomatoes

Tomatoes are tender and ripe this month as our
June Harvest of the Month (English and Spanish)

http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/SP11_CACFP10_SFSP06-2021s.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/SP11_CACFP10_SFSP06-2021s.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FarmerResourceList.pdf
https://decal-ga-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsf-uspj0pEtPSmIL0nElB50IsN3TL_VPW
https://georgiagrown.com/find-georgia-grown/fruits-vegetables/tomatoes/
https://burnellfarms.org/
mailto:Lamonika.jones@decal.ga.gov
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5913265f86e6c06cfc83eb8d/t/5f2860fbc86f974ccab88063/1596481818983/QCC_Farm+to+ECE_HOM+2020-2_Calendar_11x17_2020_E.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5913265f86e6c06cfc83eb8d/t/5f28650b3102af7742122a90/1596482848859/QCC_Farm+to+ECE_HOM+2020-2_Calendar_11x17_2020_S.pdf


spotlight!

According to the Georgia Department of
Agriculture, tomatoes are grown in southwest
Georgia and are one of the state’s top cash crops.
This makes tomatoes an optimal produce item to
source from your local farmers!

When sourcing fresh tomatoes, choose ones that are
smooth, ripe, and blemish free. As a versatile and
fresh vegetable, tomatoes can be added in a variety
of ways to your menu. Serve them on top of fresh
sandwiches, chopped up on salads, made into salsa
for tacos, diced in omelets, or sliced as a vegetable
side.

​Looking for multicultural connections? Introduce your children to the history of tomatoes!
The tomato is native to the Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador area of the Andes Mountains, and was
introduced to Central America and Mexico by prehistoric migrations of Indians.

Integration:

Jollof Rice
Jerk Fish Wrap
Bean Burrito Bowl
Chicken Flatbread Pizza
Black Beans with Plantains
Breakfast Burrito with Salsa
Arroz Con Pollo (Rice with
Chicken)

Education:

Grow tomatoes in containers or raised beds via direct seed or transplants. Have
children help plant, water, care for, and harvest the tomatoes. When children are part
of the growing process, they are more likely to try them while also fostering an
appreciation for growing their own food!
Make a variety of cultural dishes that include tomatoes to share various meals from
across the world with your children. Try some of the recipes above in your program!
Read different books themed around tomatoes. Examples include Bear and Bunny
Grow Tomatoes by Bruce Koscielniak or Chicks and Salsa by Aaron Reynolds. Find
more tomato-themed book recommendations here!

Conversation:

What size tomatoes have your children tried? Large beefsteak tomatoes, medium roma
tomatoes, or small cherry tomatoes? Maybe all of the above! Bonus: do a taste test with
various sizes and colors of tomatoes.
What other red fruits or vegetables do your children enjoy eating?
Have your children eaten tomatoes before? How do they like them prepared?

Share your summer Harvest of the Month stories and menu integration of tomatoes with
Nutrition Health Educator, Diana Myers, MS, RD, LD at diana.myers@decal.ga.gov! 

October Farm to School Month
Sign Up Today to Receive Access to an Online Toolkit

https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-centers-grains-breads/oatmeal-muffin-squares-usda-recipe-for-cacfp-2/
https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-centers-main-dishes/jerk-fish-wrap/
https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-centers-main-dishes/bean-tostada-2/
https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-centers-main-dishes/chicken-flatbread-pizza-usda-recipe-for-centers/
https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-centers-main-dishes/black-beans-with-plantains-usda-recipe-for-cacfp/
https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-centers-breakfast/breakfast-burrito-with-salsa-usda-recipe-for-cacfp/
https://theicn.org/cnrb/recipes-for-centers-main-dishes/arroz-con-pollo-usda-recipe-for-cacfp-multicultural/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5913265f86e6c06cfc83eb8d/t/5ebab986ac7a5337fcffa4f1/1589295497090/TomatoBooks.pdf
mailto:diana.myers@decal.ga.gov


Are you ready to start livin’ la vida okra with us!? 
The sign-up for this year's October Farm to School Month
campaign is now open!

Sign up today to receive access to our online toolkit filled
with okra-themed easy activities, standards-based lessons,
recipes, and more. The first 300 individuals to sign up can
choose to be mailed seeds, washable tattoos, and our school
garden planting and harvest calendar. 

To find out more and sign up, visit bit.ly/livinlavidaokra. 
#livinlavidaokra #farmtoschool @GeorgiaOrganics.

Strategic Plan for Growing Farm to School and
Early Care and Education in Georgia

The Georgia Farm to Early Care and
Education (ECE) Coalition (Coalition) and
Georgia Farm to School Alliance (Alliance)
engaged 53 partner organizations including
K-12 school staff, ECE professionals, non-
profits, health systems, universities, and
state agencies (stakeholders) to create the
2021-2025 strategic plans.

In addition to independent strategic plans for
each entity, the Coalition and Alliance
stakeholders agreed on joint goals and key
measures of success to document collective
achievement of the plans.

Access the document here.

Dates to Remember

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2flivinlavidaokra&c=E,1,tB_oA94sreScNmiQGIZ165vY4i5g6PwDFq6KEYasNx-S9eyV3eNUlzeNFCcvEolxBjNhNWNJSGy685xoqQfV1_9-0mKrNw007WzU0Qjo&typo=1
http://bit.ly/StrategicPlan2021-2025


Join Us for a NEW DECAL Download!
Planting SEEDS for a Successful School Year

While it seems like school just
ended, here in Georgia school starts
back beginning in late July and
August.

​Our Inclusion an Behavioral
Support Team wants to help families
and teachers get ready with tips,
strategies, and tools to promote
social-emotional learning and
minimize challenging behaviors,
especially after a pandemic.

The campaign is called “Planting
SEEDS for a Successful School Year”
using our SEEDS for Success
Program, which stands for Social-
Emotional Early Development
Standards.

Joining us to talk about Planting
SEEDS for a Successful School Year

is Allison O’Hara, Inclusion and Behavior Support Program Director, and Peggy Sutton,
Inclusion and Behavior Support Specialist. 

 
https://decaldownload.buzzsprout.com/211637
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