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Forty CACFP Providers Participate in PALS
Training for Healthier, More Active Children

On Wednesday, June 5, 2024, the
Nutrition Services team, in
collaboration with DECAL’s Georgia
Foundation for Early Care and
Learning and Quality Rated, hosted
a Physical Activity Learning
Session (PALS) Training at
Middle Georgia State University
Conference Center in Macon.

Forty CACFP Providers representing
14 Quality Rated child care learning centers and Head Start programs across the state
attended the training. PALS combines content learning with facility-level self-assessments,
policy development opportunities, resources, and materials, aimed at supporting practice
change in ECE programs — leading to healthier, more active children. 

Ms. Kimberly Davis, Assistant Director of Quality Rated, presented the opening remarks,
followed by Nutrition Services trainers sharing physical activity best practices, engaging
activities, and action planning.

Interested in having a PALS training session near you? Please contact Physical Activity
Specialist, Tina McLaren, MPH at tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov.

Registration for FY 2025 CACFP Renewal Training
Opens July 19; Enrollment Opens August 1

Participating CACFP Sponsors and Institutions are required to meet annual renewal
requirements by September 30, 2024. The Nutrition Division will open registration for the
required annual training on July 19, 2024, and open enrollment for the application renewal
will be available beginning August 1, 2024.

Step 1: Complete Annual Training Requirements 
Registration for the CACFP Annual Training requirements opens on July 19.
These requirements include:

https://d3knp61p33sjvn.cloudfront.net/2023/10/PALS-Overview-1-Pager-Update.pdf
mailto:tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BXXJRLC
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=5fd7c5f2-47b9-4b41-b7fe-ea4264c598b2


Reviewing the CACFP 2025 Annual Training presentation in GA ATLAS
Completing the CACFP 2025 Annual Training Test Assessment in GA ATLAS

Once the annual training assessment has been completed and submitted, you will receive
access to the FY 2024-2025 CACFP application.

Step 2: Enroll in FY 2024
Upon completion of the Annual Training and Assessment, the CACFP application for the
associated program year will change the institution or sponsor’s status to “Not Enrolled” and
the “Enroll” button will be available.

Enroll into FY 2025 on or after August 1, 2024.
 
Step 3: Submit your FY 2025 Application on or before September 30
Original or Annual Budgets and Budget Amendments must also be submitted on or before
September 30, 2024.

Failure to complete the annual requirements by the specified deadline date will impact
continued participation in the CACFP, which includes submission of monthly claims
for reimbursement.

Stay Informed: New CACFP Memo on
Geographic Preference

On June 26, 2024, USDA’s Food Nutrition Services (FNS) issued the policy memorandum
Geographic Preference Option Questions & Answers .

This memorandum provides updated guidance on the geographic preference option to reflect
changes made by the final rule, Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent With the
2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans (89 FR 31962 , April 25, 2024). 

CACFP Learning Collaborative Launches
FARMWISE
Georgia, one of 14 State Coalitions

USDA’s Patrick Leahy Farm to School Program and the Association of State Public Health
Nutritionists (ASPHN) are launching FARMWISE, a two-year learning community for state
coalitions building farm to Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) programs.
 
CACFP, a USDA program, provides reimbursement to early care and education (ECE)

https://gadecal-nutrition.policystat.com/policy/token_access/62ecbbc8-685c-410f-b92e-19cfbc3bd291/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524


professionals to provide nutritious meals to children from low-income families. It serves
more than 4.2 million children daily. Farm to CACFP programming can help young children
accept new fruits and vegetables. Activities like gardening, taste testing, and nutrition
education increase the acceptability of new foods during meals.
 
Emia Oppenheim, an ASPHN consultant supporting FARMWISE, emphasizes the importance
of early exposure to fruits and vegetables and hands-on nutrition education in fostering
healthier eating habits in young children.

“Established evidence has shown the importance of fruit and vegetable consumption for long-
term health, respectively,” explains Oppenheim. “Also, we know that early exposure to fruits
and vegetables and hands-on nutrition education fosters healthier eating habits in young
children. Farm to ECE programs integrate these elements, providing children aged 0-5 with
local produce exposure, food and agriculture education, and experiential learning through
gardening, cooking, and other experiences. With FARMWISE, ASPHN and partners will
support farm to ECE state coalitions focused on advancing farm to CACFP in their states.”
 
FARMWISE has selected 14 state coalitions to start their programs this July. The states
include Alabama, Arkansas, California, District of Columbia, Georgia, Hawai’i, Indiana,
Kansas, Missouri, North Carolina, North Dakota, New York, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin.
 
The FARMWISE team is focusing on policy, system, and environment changes to advance
farm to CACFP. This includes integrating farm to CACFP into local or state policies,
connecting educators to nearby food producers, and translating farm to CACFP materials for
greater accessibility.
 
Stay updated with FARMWISE by signing up for their monthly newsletter .

Share Your Thoughts on the Next CACFP Meal
Summit
Respond to the Survey by August 15

On March 20, 2021, DECAL hosted a virtual CACFP Meal Service Summit for CACFP
Sponsors and sites. We'd like to gauge your interest in attending an in-person summit that
will include training, workshops and networking opportunities.

Please respond to the survey to share your thoughts. Take the survey here. 

Get Informed: Upcoming Training Dates
 
July 16, 2024- Recursos en español para CACFP
Hosted by the National CACFP Sponsor Association
2:00-2:30 p.m.

Al operar en el Programa de Alimentos para el Cuidado de Niños y Adultos, es posible que esté
buscando recursos que le ayuden a administrar el programa. ¡No busque más! Hemos invitado
a expertos del CACFP a compartir sus conocimientos y experiencias con usted. Obtenga
respuestas a sus preguntas aquí y salga con los recursos del CACFP disponibles en español
para apoyar a su centro de cuidado infantil o guardería en casa.
Earn 0.5 CEU for attending the Zoom webinar.
Register

July 20, 2024- Between the Bread: Nutrition Packed Sandwiches
Hosted by the National CACFP Sponsor Association
2:00-2:30 p.m.

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/N2Fphfj/Farm2CACFPFARMWISE?source_id=5fd7c5f2-47b9-4b41-b7fe-ea4264c598b2&source_type=em&c=
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7H27R3B
https://info.cacfp.org/ap/Events/Register/4lFVM99uRCMCx
https://www.cacfp.org/
https://info.cacfp.org/ap/Events/Register/4lFVM99uRCMCx
https://info.cacfp.org/ap/Events/Register/YmHNZxqCWtzCK
https://www.cacfp.org/


Whether you’re gearing up for field trips or planning outdoor meal adventures, sandwiches
are summertime’s best friend. Say hello to creative combinations of textures, colors and
flavors all nestled between two slices of bread. Explore how to make this mealtime classic into
another #CACFPCreditable addition to your menu, just in time for summer!
Earn 0.5 CEU for attending the Zoom webinar.
Register

July 31, 2024- CACFP Procurement Readiness
10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.
 
Are you practicing proper procurement requirements in your program? Join this webinar to
learn: 

how to develop formal solicitations
how to incorporate local sourcing practices into meal service, and
relevant procurement practices when procuring food and non-food items.

August 1, 2024- Sweeten Smart: The Natural Goodness of Fruits
Hosted by the National CACFP Sponsor Association
2:00-2:30 p.m.

Embark on a flavorful journey and explore the wonders of nature's sweet treat – fruits!
Discover ways to cut down on added sugar in your recipes or menu items by harnessing the
natural sweetness of fruits. Infuse your menus with endless fruity inspirations to keep those
little taste buds excited! Earn 0.5 CEU for attending the Zoom webinar.
Register
 
August 5, 2024 – CACFP Budget Readiness
10:00 am - 12:00 p.m.

Are you having challenges with your budget? Do you need guidance on requirements and
processes of a CACFP budget? Join this webinar to learn:

the purpose of the budget package,
the purpose of all the budget line items in GA ATLAS, and
how to prepare & develop a complete GA ATLAS budget package.     

 
August 6, 2024 – FY 2025 Renewal Readiness
10:00 am - 12:00 p.m.

Do you need a refresher on the requirements to successfully complete the application renewal
process? Join this webinar to learn:

detailed information on annual requirements,
documents required for submission, and
how to complete the FY 2025 annual renewal process in GA ATLAS.             

 
August 13, 2024 – Tuesday Tip! Choose Breakfast Cereals in the CACFP
That Are Lower in Added Sugars
1:30 pm - 2:00 pm

Do you need a 30-minute meal pattern refresher on breakfast cereals? Join this webinar to
learn CACFP requirements for serving breakfast cereals that contain less than six [6] grams of
sugar per dry ounce.

Participants can earn one half [0.5] state-approved hour for attending this
training in its entirety.

August 27, 2024 – CACFP Monitoring Forms Training (Sponsors Only)
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

https://info.cacfp.org/ap/Events/Register/YmHNZxqCWtzCK
https://info.cacfp.org/ap/Events/Register/OOFBQ5zUaCqCD
https://www.cacfp.org/
https://info.cacfp.org/ap/Events/Register/OOFBQ5zUaCqCD


Are you having challenges completing the monitoring form? Do you need guidance on
requirements and helpful completion tips? Join this webinar to learn:

the purpose of monitoring, 
how to complete the five (5) day reconciliation process,
accurate completion tips on the monitoring tool, and
how to develop a corrective action plan for non-compliances identified during
monitoring.

 
[Register Now]
Registration for DECAL Nutrition Training is a two-step process:
 
Step 1: After registering in GA ATLAS, you will receive a Training Confirmation email
immediately from Georgia DECAL Help Desk helpdesk@cnpus.com with a registration
link to attend the webinar. If you don't receive an email, please check your spam/junk folder.
 
Step 2: You must register for the link provided in the training confirmation email. If you
should have an issue with registering, please contact Leslie Truman prior to the day of
training.
 
Please note: Only the Program Contact (PC) can self register within GA ATLAS. If an
additional person will be attending, please contact Leslie Truman at 404.657.1779.

In Case You Missed It: Webinar Recordings Now Available!

If you missed a webinar, please visit the Training and Technical Assistance
webpage for previously recorded webinars. This month’s training highlight is the
Tuesday Tip! Serving Milk in CACFP webinar. 
 
Meal Pattern Minute New!
The National CACFP Sponsor Association  has developed quick CACFP meal pattern
tips, recipes, resources, and videos. View the videos of the following meal pattern minute tips
below.

Crediting Bean/Pea Noodles as Meat Alternate
Preparing Children for Family Style Dining  
Herbs and Spices
Substituting Cheese by Volume  New!
Fruit & Milk Smoothie at Breakfast  New!

 
Encouraging Excellent Eating Early
Interested in giving young children a taste for healthy eating right from the start? Kids can
react strongly to the foods–healthy or not! Check out these child-feeding tips and advice on
how to set a positive tone for balanced, healthy eating!
[Be a Child-Feeding Pro!]
 
Feeding Infants and Toddlers Based on the Dietary Guidelines for
Americans
The Dairy Council of California  has provided two [2] great resources to support feeding
infants and toddlers from six months through 2 years old. Each resource highlights cultural
and heritage foods for certain groups. 

Highlighting African, Black and Caribbean Heritage Foods
Highlighting Hispanic Heritage Foods

Yogurt Five Ways
MyPlate has developed an infographic resource on how to offer yogurt multiple ways in your
nutrition program.
[Read the Resource]

https://decalatlas.com/prod/Splash.aspx
https://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Training_TechnicalAssistance.aspx
https://decal-ga-gov.zoom.us/rec/component-page?hasValidToken=false&clusterId=us02&action=play&filePlayId=epvBdThYgCIl8r_0UZZ9Ye7L4ph-bqJrELxDMYB9lQL-LEL2lhaX4wKmUvCNFueeEoCzUY2v1aERfKKi.AuVLHBEmEZb1kzdT&componentName=recording-register&meetingId=CxfErfW5eMD3XNEwkExgUpH5gYVaR79vEH3ONH3mEZlrp6W6J9AB80rnOn1Lx0_h.DgukDyZzC2dKUivF&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fdecal-ga-gov.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fplay%2FlXJyPQZOUMrHGbvnnX7q4GqQgasN3Osc5GRPlKsELSwrts0IbIhBlybfWZyEjkdZs8yhpshnIpZvGtS_.8-nKuKXvGAKzw2_H%3FcanPlayFromShare%3Dtrue%26from%3Dmy_recording%26startTime%3D1720546187000%26componentName%3Drec-play%26originRequestUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fdecal-ga-gov.zoom.us%252Frec%252Fshare%252FBtrIMyYG7Xup4BVN1xa4e6-BW8DZJfXkhwkJE6Ij1H05Fix1-4Q3GEPSzcR1h6se.s2lt-CM2PH1_LLIG%253FstartTime%253D1720546187000
https://www.cacfp.org/meal-pattern-minute/
https://www.cacfp.org/
https://www.cacfp.org/2024/02/16/meal-pattern-minute-crediting-bean-pea-noodles-as-meat-meat-alternate/
https://www.cacfp.org/2024/04/19/meal-pattern-minute-preparing-children-for-family-style-dining/
https://www.cacfp.org/2022/10/31/meal-pattern-minute-herbs-and-spices/
https://www.cacfp.org/2024/01/12/meal-pattern-minute-substituting-cheese-by-volume/
https://www.cacfp.org/2022/06/16/meal-pattern-minute-fruit-milk-smoothies-at-breakfast/
https://www.cacfp.org/assets/pdf/Partner_Resource_Encouraging_Excellent_Eating_Early/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2f5kbf5wjab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001T6qtMBF1IBG533_2LrT7MLu54DJnUVExwNkW-zvrvl3xiWAyDESbI6_3E7sd8GDBSn3b8qxPHUYSLOUYWppjJn0KmVlG00Gagi5hArYTn5Gy9JAzi68AcE1tlgMQpOxnwf_1zYQgZ-ahZGJe5JDMfuKVI_zeTRnZuWTWtfnIPl1XohCDQ8k-pocRmq0Sol3W71QUiCdolNACDJZ2lBn3tEcGbYglnHqhTV2uRDLWt7k%3d%26c%3dC6-gQXzCYpALY1EPcxRQ3BZA87tX70b3YgsqnXnvfpBIV1Wf9D0sWg%3d%3d%26ch%3dPJ8o7runXBTRDK0gNheUEuTLPDWRXVUKhXffY_SvpaPzEJSKr4YuvA%3d%3d&c=E,1,dQ9P7gnC98DFQBxqmUsw9qxcu7J6juVGCs2U7bmOyHtgl9a2ic0AFWoYIURGsZjdEnKir3JRpJFhQRKrDhsYq5AKitsUWOTtA3ozUckJFjw4R2w15lA_tg,,&typo=1
https://dairycouncilofca.org/
https://www.cacfp.org/assets/pdf/naccho-abc_01-2024/
https://www.cacfp.org/assets/pdf/naccho-hispanic_english/
https://www.cacfp.org/assets/pdf/MyPlate+-+Yogurt+5+Ways+cacfp.org/
https://www.myplate.gov/
https://www.cacfp.org/assets/pdf/MyPlate+-+Yogurt+5+Ways+cacfp.org/


Nutrition Ed Nook
Sweet Georgia Peaches

Sweet, Georgia Peaches are the July Harvest of the
Month (English and Spanish) spotlight! Georgia is
known as the Peach State. Georgia’s production of
peaches is 3rd in the nation, behind California and
South Carolina.

Peaches provide important nutrients like vitamins C, A and E, potassium, and water. Peach
peels are a good source of fiber which supports healthy blood sugar levels. Enjoy peaches as a
snack or with your favorite yogurt or cereal for extra flavor and nutrients.

Peach season in Georgia is May through August, when they are at peak quality and most cost
effective. There are two main varieties of peaches are Freestone and Clingstone. Over 40
commercial varieties of peaches are produced in our state.

Fun Fact: Peaches were first grown in Georgia during the Colonial period. After the Civil
War, Georgia peach growers developed superior new varieties that boosted the commercial
peach industry and made Georgia the “Peach State.” 

Integration:
 

Peach Salsa
Skillet Peaches
Peach Yogurt Bites
Peachy Keen Flavored Water
Peach, Pineapple & Orange Smoothie

 
Education:

Watch Harvest with Holly to explore the Harvest of the Month spotlight, how
these items grow, where they grow in Georgia, and how they get from the farms to
school meals all across the state of Georgia.
Compare & contrast peaches and another fruit. Make a list of similarities and
differences. Are there more similarities or differences?
Read Juicy Peach by Mary Dixon Lake . Follow along as three boys find, pick,
and eat a perfect juicy peach.
Talk with families about how children can help with meal preparation such as
spooning peaches into the blender to make a peach smoothie.
Bonus: Send recipes home with families for them to incorporate peaches into their
meals! Check Pinterest for recipe inspiration.

Conversation:
 

Have the children you serve eaten peaches before?
What is their favorite way to eat peaches?
How does the outside of a peach feel?

Share your Harvest of the Month stories and menu integration of peaches with Nutrition
Education Specialist, Morgan Chapman, MPH, MCHc at
morgan.chapman@decal.ga.gov.

Physical Activity Corner
Hydration – Quench Your Thirst

http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FarmECE_HOM_Calendar.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FarmECE_HOM_Calendar_SP.pdf
https://snp.gadoe.org/SCE/Documents/F2S/HOTMRecipes/PeachSalsa.pdf
https://www.cacfp.org/2023/08/09/skillet-peaches/
https://snp.gadoe.org/SCE/Documents/F2S/HOTMJuly/PeachYogurtBites.pdf
https://foodhero.org/recipes/peachy-keen-flavored-water
https://foodhero.org/recipes/peachy-keen-flavored-water
https://www.cacfp.org/2020/12/16/peach-pineapple-orange-smoothie/
https://youtu.be/NH6JSTEb0W8
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/juicy-peach
https://pin.it/4IOuCOLCJ
mailto:morgan.chapman@decal.ga.gov


Drink water often and stay healthy!

According to the American Dietetic Association, water
makes up 60 percent of body weight. It is important to
replenish the water in your body by drinking at least 8-
10 cups of water a day for a healthy body and to avoid
heat stroke or exhaustion.
 
We have all been there. The feeling of parched or dried
lips and excessive sweating after a workout, run, or
even heavy gardening. These feelings are greater now
in the summer, especially when we have temperatures
in the 90’s and humidity over 90 percent.
 
Here are great ideas to keep your children and family hydrated this summer and year-round
while on the move!
 

Drink plain or fruit & herb-infused water. Fill the pitcher with cool water. Add different
combinations of flavors, such as lemon, cucumber, strawberry, orange, fresh ginger, or
fresh whole leaves (mint, basil, rosemary, or parsley). Chill in refrigerator before
enjoying!
Eat foods with higher water content like cucumbers, watermelon, other melons, lettuce,
celery, grapes, oranges, bell peppers, and broccoli.
Combine ice and fruit in a blender to create a slushy, cool and refreshing drink when
planning a family picnic or playing sports (i.e., soccer, baseball, basketball, etc.).
Always carry a water bottle in the car, at home, and at school.
Ask for water when dining out.
Have a glass of water (8 – 10 glasses) near you when you are working out at the gym,
gardening, farming, walking in the neighboring community, parks, and trails, running,
hiking, and more.

 
Get children, families and the community moving and feeling good with sports-themed
games and exercises. Drinking more water is one of the simplest things we can do to be
healthier. 
                                                                                                 
Integration:
 

CDC – Increasing Access to Drinking Water to ECE Settings
Department of Human Services – Hydrate My State Georgia
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics – How Much Water Do You Need?
CDC - Rethink Your Drink
USDA – Move More. Sit Less

 
 Education:
 

Read aloud, “Hey, Water!" By Antoinette Portis
Watch “Get Healthy: Hydration”  by NBC news.
Talk with families about ways to stay hydrated and drink water in the summer or all
year round, whether at home, outside, in their local community, at your childcare site,
or at their local recreational areas.
Bonus: Share #QuenchYourThirst, #RethinkYourDrink, #StayHydrated,
#SummerMoves, #DrinkWater pictures and events that are happening in your
communities.

 
Conversation:
 

What are the benefits of drinking water?
How much water should you drink while exercising?
What hydrates better than water in the summer?

https://www.cdc.gov/obesity/downloads/early-childhood-drinking-water-toolkit-final-508reduced.pdf
https://dfcs.georgia.gov/food-stamps/snap-ed/hydrate-my-state#:~:text=Hydrate My State is an,juices%2C sports drinks and more.
https://www.eatright.org/health/essential-nutrients/water/how-much-water-do-you-need
https://www.cdc.gov/healthy-weight-growth/rethink-your-drink/index.html
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/tn/sfsm_movemoreposter.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBq-RlhCSTI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzkPG33uIvY


Why is it important to hydrate before, during, and after exercise?
How do you beat dehydration in the summer?

 
Share your #QuenchYourThirst, #RethinkYourDrink, #StayHydrated, #SummerMoves
#DrinkWater, stories and pictures with Physical Activity Specialist, Tina McLaren, MPH at
tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov.

ParSLAY the Day to Get Kids Eating, Growing &
Learning about Parsley
Register Now to Receive Resources by July 20

Each year, Georgia Organics coordinates a
statewide campaign to get kids eating, growing,
and learning about a locally grown fruit or
vegetable during October Farm to School Month.
This year's campaign will be celebrating
ParSLAY the Day! 
 
To participate in ParSLAY the Day at your school,
home, early care center, or in your community,
visit bit.ly/parslaythedaysignup
and register today.

Participants will receive access to a free electronic
toolkit filled with parsley-themed activities, standards-based lesson plans, fact sheets, recipes,
school nutrition resources, and more by July 20.
 
Share your ParSLAY the Day pictures and activities on social media with #parslaytheday.
Each week during October, anyone who has used this hashtag will be entered to win a prize
and at the end of the month there will be a grand prize winner.  
 
Questions? Visit the October Farm to School Month FAQ page  or email
yaza@georgiaorganics.org. 

Take the ICN Survey CACFP
Challenges Survey Today

The Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN) is conducting a
study to identify child care centers' challenges in
participating in the Child and Adult Care Food Program
(CACFP). They invite you to complete the online survey
based on your knowledge and professional experiences in
child care and the CACFP. 

Take the Survey

Virtual CACFP Summit Scholarships Available
Apply by July 24 at cacfp.org/summit

mailto:tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2fparslaythedaysignup&c=E,1,i24tEvfFYreyzscwqPLgIhYwxOCFTFXD8mzYfdvQE3GkgNFu9-KsEJaz-T7vpb1OP5fBvFz9fcv3TNRcngKlmpgyaqd0X09jtypvdSiBUV8,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2fparslaythedaysignup&c=E,1,WUySr4s_Ii55H0crG2RlC9IQHdWuZI5D-RIrWnh7s9aLyA4lk6E1zntwMUqWABhKRTlaq-xMGiHw5w9hjzfP6HdYT2ojesXDz1ud8douOEdPjfpsmuo,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ffarmtoschool.georgiaorganics.org%2foftsmfaq&c=E,1,9MLQ41b2CRvXTiIJ96-ojU2g0g0tUee6dk6KMlhNviabgz_8t_s0B9zhSE_ui5v37pBGiPkpJadGWLMrO4sz6V6Cg-YTTyh0Zzi-zxvEZ3_U4wNea9QN&typo=1
mailto:yaza@georgiaorganics.org
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2f5kbf5wjab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001P6OiBfXr1BC6VkZQbRwpePGPfFCbdtnXX9Zc9Zqc6v8smqdfOGUd5NWAmxTEWSti-naSdQcP9kCH_oUoLh10LlTY_UM33Nnc1Etb2Q2VSssqQMukxMzNALzXmGeYFsSYKAIlyDQzJrptrt53Q5Bpdd-W3FDJs0IUtCvDDq65ZOSo1okYRbnNDDacb7uu4VVqWn8nK-YQeyvDQLu4eCANQcJcfYqHmDD6RtxiEAB8W03lQdYaLulO9Wu6DX5XdF7kNnLuvuh6iqWzy5MpTs4PzAu42ynhZ4NIxgA_l-4vCdtVjvoosV6hSA37icbtLseQ7bm9GZaDGN-qi-RrrNW0Tg%3d%3d%26c%3dJnWn_jTKIlRZsbjwzSw3dmoFSmpaP5sdE94sk78ZTnboMv6_AoTLuQ%3d%3d%26ch%3dF5TDztH2JnzmiXDgHe5jaqutj75udCBZxO-JisZLoMH6mQfKjzcXDg%3d%3d&c=E,1,kLRPZmR4KjttcMhZ1UMAM-j6tytsPBuytKKZFOcvoDuwdmvzU8K5q_a-lAJYlDDEe1pO6kTcDuImHC0PeGYKBW1MRh8JfSGRHgxyaMHjhnF1DYoylOXC&typo=1


Eat Healthy and Live Active
Georgia Early Care and Education
Harvest of the Month 23-24
Calendar

Harvest of the Month (HOTM) is the Georgia
Department of Education School Nutrition Program’s
farm to school initiative that highlights an item each
month that can be sourced locally and served in
Georgia’s school meals.
 
The Georgia Early Care and Education Harvest of the
Month is a collaborative campaign to promote a
different local, seasonal fruit or vegetable in child care
settings each month.

Visit the Georgia Department of Education's HOTM webpage and Quality Care for
Children webpage. Upon viewing, you can find tips and tricks for preparing produce items,
curriculum connections, activity lists and book alignment for your early care classrooms.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001pTcML80OVIZ5UmPocQdhIG6X8oFyn8LJ2LiRTW-1A9r_O_BO5L9Vu7tpO4Cz39KNl-W_0T-p7periNZ1aHTZwIunWuNX8J-vsSuBDCWtWhzUXJwXQmwryvzLG8V0Wt7aUe6kUfKdrJQtrxR5cTnlcq6NicHTT0KmxPjFTIsW7kYOOSOBp_gDzp0Trn9jjL9l%26c%3d3u6b5fY8HPWmkq3afzTi9zijS5FivkmLSqjMaZ45MJ80xhXBKnlhHw%3d%3d%26ch%3d7wa3XNRio_gl5NZr1eMPE1TuULqIKEHSEJC2YXoqooFC5HXjc7W2sQ%3d%3d&c=E,1,VLOP3qlGPJCCHhqaLZ7luE7EWZr7RaIf263123myqJzBrZMYHZykLa67rPhjCfGyadMW1sIve0q-h92hYpeq1-r4FDGIKTMq6el3i0bUi0wPCeunnQ,,&typo=1
https://www.qualitycareforchildren.org/harvest-of-the-month-peppers-2023


CACFP Resources:
The following documents were covered in previous newsletters:

Is Your Institution Required to Submit an Annual Budget? 
Updated Procurement Forms to include Civil Rights Assurance Statement
New CACFP Memo on State Agency Monitoring
Updated Agreement for DCH Sponsors
Thriving Child Care Business Academy
Is it Time to Submit a Budget Revision?
Claim Deadlines Updated
Get the Lead Out of Water Where Children Learn and Play
Updated Agreements for DCH and Administrative Sponsors
Updated Suspension & Disbarment Certification Information
How to File a CACFP Claim for Reimbursement

You can find archived CACFP Newsletters here.

Dates to Remember

How was my Customer Service?
Provide feedback on your experience with
the Nutrition Team

Click on the icon on the right to participate in the customer service survey. Responses are
anonymous. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/749585e6-2ecc-46f3-a862-dde729358562.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/c3b75d6a-4017-471d-9380-14fb4d47b064.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/2e6e682c-8229-42a0-a469-762e57318d35.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*1tqd515*_gcl_au*MTMwMTQ1MjY1OC4xNzIwNDc5MjQx*_ga*ZDBiZDJmNzMtOGJiZi00NzZmLWFjZTgtYjNjMDlmMWVjM2E1*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyMDUyODI1Mi4yLjEuMTcyMDUzMDIzMi42MC4wLjA.
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/d60918fe-126e-4627-9646-52f154be9849.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*1nzlzed*_gcl_au*MTMwMTQ1MjY1OC4xNzIwNDc5MjQx*_ga*ZDBiZDJmNzMtOGJiZi00NzZmLWFjZTgtYjNjMDlmMWVjM2E1*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyMDUyODI1Mi4yLjEuMTcyMDUyOTY4OC42MC4wLjA.
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/ea3ed19e-dbea-4330-9c1c-278035bdc366.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/859f06b3-b159-4c59-84b7-b50030281404.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/7340a08e-7d93-4dfa-90c2-22f364ab5342.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/235aea93-36ef-47ac-93ab-84588b56e2d5.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/b49e09a6-9134-4f87-ba8f-84e1b22e298e.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/8b05a812-aa8e-425a-b512-82ef9cdcca29.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/bfc29093-e33f-487a-bfbd-6f5b2731c30d.pdf?rdr=true
http://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Newsletters.aspx


Join Us for a NEW DECAL Download!
CAPS Update

On November 15, 2023, DECAL
took over the provider management
function of the CAPS Program, this
was something previously handled
by our contractor, Maximus.

This was done to offer more
streamlined and effective services to
child care providers who play a
crucial role in supporting children
and families.

With the change, comes a news system called GACAPS, a modern new system that allows for
streamlined attendance tracking, enrollment, and completion of annual renewals directly
through the system, quality assurance for accurate billing and more. We are now eight
months into the new program so we thought it would be a great time for an update.

Joining us on this episode of DECAL Download to talk about the CAPS Program and our new
GACAPS system is Elisabetta Kasfir, the Deputy Commissioner over the CAPS Program and
Latisha Lewis, who is the Manager of Provider Relations Customer Support.

With over 4,300 licensed child care programs in Georgia, our Child Care Services Division is
dedicated to ensuring a safe and healthy learning environment through licensing, monitoring,
and professional development. 

Listen to the episode here.
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Outreach Team

Cindy Kicklighter
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