Child & Adult Care Food Program

August 15, 2023

Registration for FY 2024 CACFP Renewal
Registration for Annual Training Opened July 14; Enrollment
Opened August 1

Participating CACFP Sponsors and Institutions are required to meet annual renewal
requirements by September 30, 2023. The Nutrition Division opened registration for the
required annual training on July 14, 2023, and opened enrollment for the application renewal
on August 1, 2023.

Step 1: Complete Annual Training Requirements

Registration for the CACFP Annual Training requirements opened on July 14.
These requirements include:

® Reviewing the CACFP 2024 Annual Training presentation in GA ATLAS

e Completing the CACFP 2024 Annual Training Test Assessment in GA ATLAS

Once the annual training assessment has been completed and submitted, you will receive
access to the FY 2023-2024 CACFP application.

Step 2: Enroll in FY 2024

Upon completion of the Annual Training and Assessment, the CACFP application for the
associated program year will change the institution or sponsor’s status to “Not Enrolled” and
the “Enroll” button will be available.

e Enroll into FY 2024

Step 3: Submit your FY 2024 Application on or before September 30

Original or Annual Budgets and Budget Amendments must also be submitted on or before
September 30, 2023.

Please Note: Failure to complete the annual requirements by the specified
deadline date will impact continued participation in the CACFP, which includes
submission of monthly claims for reimbursement.


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BXXJRLC

I

July 14 Registration Opened for required 2024 CACFP Annual Training

August 1 Enrollment Opened for FY 2024
Upon completion of Annual Training and Assessment, Sponsors &
Institutions may enroll in FY 2024

September 15 Deadline to submit any additional changes to the FY 2023
Application

Any FY 2023 changes including:

s updates to the application

e management plan and budget

e the addition/termination of centers/homes

MUST be completed in GA ATLAS by September 15, 2022
to allow time for review and processing.

September 30 Deadline to complete 2024 CACFP Annual Training and
Assessment
Deadline to submit 2024 CACFP Application
Deadline to submit original or annual budget and budget
amendments.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your assigned Application Specialist:

App]:lcatlon nstitution Phone
Specialists Assngnment Number
Jerald Savage o (zero)-G Jerald.Savage@decal.ga.gov (770) 405-7916
V-Z

Shericka Blount H-P, Q-U Shericka.Blount@decal.ga.gov (404) 656-6411

Updated application process for CACFP Sponsors
In effort to streamline the add-a-site application process, sponsors are no longer required to
submit a hard copy (paper) site application. Sponsors are still required to submit an online
site application in GA ATLAS for each site that will be added. All add-a-site checklists have
been updated to reflect this change.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your assigned Business Operations
Representative:

Business Institution Phone
Operations Assignment Number
Representative
0 (zero)-C Lavesia.Ervin@decal.ga.gov = (404) 293-5258
H-P

Edith Pierre D-G, Q-Z Edith.Pierre@decal.ga.gov (404) 463-8314

Are you required to submit a FY2o24 CACFP
Annual Budget?

If you meet any of the below criteria, you must submit a FY2024 CACFP budget by September
30, 2023:

CACFP Independent Institutions (7 CFR 226.7 g)
® Required to submit a budget with their initial application and annually thereafter if:
® The center project costs that require prior, specific prior written approval or to use the



meal reimbursement to pay for allowable administrative expenses;
® or, has previously approved FY2023 costs that require supporting documentation
annually

Any costs that have been previously approved in FY2023 that were not self-prep food costs
under $250k, non-food costs under $250k, and operating labor costs will require you to
submit an annual budget.

CACFP Sponsors of Affiliated & Unaffiliated Centers (7 CFR 226.6 f)
® Required to submit a budget annually under all circumstances.

CACFP Day Care Homes (DCH) Sponsors (7 CFR 226.7 g)
® Required to submit a budget annually under all circumstances.

For questions or more information, please contact

Stay Informed: CACFP Policy Updates

The following DECAL CACFP policies and CACFP memoranda have been revised for FY
2024. Nutrition Services encourages all Institutions to review each of the below revised
documents.

This policy was revised to clarify Child Care Services (CCS) licensing requirements regarding
the number of children in care in family child care learning homes.

This policy was revised to include the requirement to maintain documentation to support
eligibility of daycare homes and at-risk afterschool programs, and revisions to procedures
regarding lost and destroyed records.

This policy was revised to further define what ‘officer’ means for the purposes of delegating
authority to a Principal/Program

This policy was revised to clarify that afterschool programs must be licensed through CCS or
be exempt, in order to participate in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) as at-
risk afterschool programs.

The CACFP Appeal Procedures were revised to include an option for an Internal Review by
DECAL in lieu of utilizing the right to appeal via a hearing or official review of record before
the Office of State Administrative Hearings (OSAH). In addition, an optional Appeal Request
Form was created for institutions to complete and submit when requesting an appeal.

The CACFP Abbreviated Appeal Procedures were revised to include definitions and provide
further clarification on the abbreviated appeal review process.

NEW!
This memorandum was created to provide guidance to institutions as to meals that are
ineligible for CACFP reimbursement and costs for which CACFP funds cannot be used.


mailto:nutritionbudget@decal.ga.gov
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPPolicy12.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPPolicy18.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPPolicy26.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPPolicy34.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPAppealProcedures.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/CACFPAbbreviatedAppealProcedures.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/MealandCostDisallowancesCACFP.pdf

This memorandum was revised to include the recordkeeping requirement that independent
operators and sponsors of at-risk afterschool programs must maintain documentation
supporting that a facility’s location is in the zone area of a school that has 50% or more of the
children eligible for free and reduced-price meals.

This memorandum was revised to include a note that no USDA guidance has been issued
advising that this memorandum is applicable to SY 2023-2024 or any future years.

This memorandum was revised to clarify that if an organization desires to prepare and/or
serve meals in any Georgia county, that county’s environmental health office must receive a
completed Food Service Permit Inquiry Form for review.

For questions, please contact Robyn Parham at

Statewide Unanticipated School Closure Waivers
will be Requested for At-Risk Programs

Nutrition Services will soon request statewide waivers for At-Risk Afterschool Meal
Component programs to utilize during unanticipated school closures. Based upon
information recently provided by the USDA, the following waivers may be available, if
approved, during unanticipated school closures resulting from natural disasters, unscheduled
major building repairs, court orders relating to school safety or other issues, labor-
management disputes or when approved by DECAL for similar unanticipated causes.

The waivers that will be requested are for the following:
Non-Congregate Meal Service

Parent and Guardian Meal Pick-up

Meal Service Times

At-Risk Enrichment Activities

If and when these waivers are approved by the USDA, Nutrition Services will notify program
operators.

Guidelines for Developing Procurement
Monitoring Procedures

Has your organization developed procurement monitoring procedures for Fiscal Year 2024?
To remain compliant with

Policy, follow these
guidelines:

A. Monitoring Procurement Procedures and Ensuring Required
Procurement Practices

Federal regulations require a non-Federal entity to use its own documented procurement
procedures which reflect applicable State, local, and tribal laws and regulations, provided that
the procurement procedures conform to applicable Federal law and the standards [2 CFR
200.318(a)].

Effective Monitoring Procedures - Procurement Policy

The list below provides actions sponsoring organizations must take to effectively review and


https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/AreaEligibilityCACFP_062923.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/AreaEligbilitySummer22SY23.pdf
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FoodServiceMemoandInquiryPermit.pdf
mailto:Robyn.Parham@decal.ga.gov
https://gadecal-nutrition.policystat.com/policy/10417964/latest/

monitor each sponsored centers' procurement policy:

The Sponsor can conduct the procurement assessment during one of the three
monitoring reviews during the federal fiscal year.

The Sponsor must ensure all centers (100%) develop and implement a procurement
policy as stated in 2 CFR 318(a). The Sponsor must make this assessment annually,
once during the federal fiscal year, regardless of the number of centers under the
Sponsor.

Sponsors should encourage centers to use the State Agency approved Procurement and
Purchasing Policy Template located

The template may be revised to include more organization specific language but may
not remove the State Agency template language.

Effective Monitoring Procedures - Executed Procurement Practices

The list below provides actions sponsoring organizations must take to effectively monitor
each sponsored centers' procurement practices (formal, informal, or micro-purchase):

Sponsors must validate the compliancy of the procedures and must ensure the center's
procurement procedures are being followed.

Sponsors would be required to review contractual agreements and supporting
documents as part of the monitoring review process for centers.

Maintain a list of all centers of which the sponsor conducted a procurement review and
which centers did not have a procurement review for each federal fiscal year.

If the sponsor has more than 50 centers, the sponsor should use the list in the next year
to determine who to review, so that the same centers are not reviewed each year. The
Sponsor will be responsible for ensuring all centers are reviewed and for tracking all
monitoring requirements. (Refer to Section D. Number of facilities to Monitor/Review
below).

Use the CACFP Monitoring Review (Child Care or Adult Care) checklist and
instructions to complete the procurement assessment. Additionally, sponsors may use
the sample Procurement Review developed by DECAL to determine if the

center is following their procurement procedures.

Attach copies of the applicable procurement documents reviewed to the monitoring
review form. (e.g., Monthly Record of Costs, invoices and receipts, Procurement Policy,
Procurement Review Workbook).

If the sponsored centers will be executing formal procurement procedures, sponsors as well as
DECAL must review contracts, agreements and supporting documentation related to this
process according to Program regulation.

B. Implementation Timelines

Since monitoring the financial and procurement practices of sponsored centers may be a new
requirement for sponsoring organizations, DECAL informed sponsors to begin implementing
this new monitoring process in stages.

The following timeline illustrates the deadlines sponsors have followed in the past or must
follow in the future for each stage of this process. Please note: Beginning October 1, 2023,
sponsors must begin imposing findings/adverse actions for sponsored facilities not in
compliance with procurement practices.


https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/fa48ff2a-437b-4a83-bf2b-a4fb797edebf.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/childcarereview.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.decal.ga.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fattachments%2FProcurementReviewWorkbook.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK

Action Deadline

Start developing a plan to incorporate monitoring October 1, 2021
center non-profit food service and procurement
for all centers.

Train all sponsor and center staff and finalize the June 1, 2022
monitoring plan.

Centers required to meet non-profit food service October 1, 2022
and procurement requirements.

Begin monitoring all centers based on guidelines October 1, 2022
set forth effective this date.* (during FY 2023)
Effective date to begin imposing findings/adverse October 1, 2023
actions. (during FY 2024)
The complete memo can be accessed . Watch the Monitoring of Procurement Practices

webinar for more depth information

For questions regarding procurement, please contact Tempest Harris, Procurement
Compliance Specialist at

"And Justice for All" Posters Shipment Delayed

Nutrition Services has placed an order for the current And Justice for All posters; however,
the shipment has been delayed.

In the interim, you can download the poster and print it in the specific size of 11” width x 17”
height. The cost for printing posters is an approved program expense and should be allocated
to the Publication, Printing and Reproduction budget line item in GA ATLAS.

[ ]

Make Sure Kids Don't Lose Medicaid or CHIP
Coverage

In collaboration with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), we are reaching out for your help to prevent Child
Nutrition Program participants from losing Medicaid or Children’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP) coverage as a result of the end of the Federal public health emergency (PHE).

You can partner with your local child nutrition agency and community partners
to encourage participants and their families on Medicaid or CHIP to do the
following:
® UPDATE your contact information with your State Medicaid or CHIP agency.
® RESPOND to the Medicaid/CHIP renewal form when it arrives to keep your coverage.
® PARENTS should respond even if you don’t think you're eligible — your kids could still
be eligible!
® (CONSIDER OTHER COVERAGE OPTIONS: If you are no longer eligible for Medicaid
or CHIP, check if you can get coverage through your employer, through the Affordable

Care Act at HealthCare.gov, or through Medicare.
Share the enclosed template letters and downloadable flyer(s) (available in and
on CMS’s ) with child nutrition program participants via local child

nutrition agencies.

Are you pumped for “Pepper


https://gadecal-nutrition.policystat.com/policy/10417964/latest/
https://decal-ga-gov.zoom.us/rec/component-page?hasValidToken=false&clusterId=us02&action=play&filePlayId=&componentName=recording-register&meetingId=CphexWCxK8t8_P4dD840r6OrYrUm3l5PJvWd0o1WydPbqYMNU1lPMHvK6jMXbKiy.wJHXHEELz_T5Bndk&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fdecal-ga-gov.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FO-7O8pGYK9_OvOvAoHrXHlpekLy5TJoksSrJhrtnXAdstxoZJIfLSuvGj8FkQ1Id.NGHYngPNR2CK9vmP%3FstartTime%3D1631627110000
mailto:tempest.harris@decal.ga.gov
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/ajfa-green-030223.pdf
https://healthcare.gov/
https://www.medicaid.gov/resources-for-states/downloads/medicaid-phe-unwinding-flyer-nonfillable.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/resources-for-states/downloads/medicaid-phe-unwinding-flyer-nonfillable-esp.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/resources-for-states/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/unwinding-and-returning-regular-operations-after-covid-19/medicaid-and-chip-renewals-outreach-and-educational-resources/index.html

Palooza?"

Farm to School Month 2023 »
o P »
Each year, Georgia Organics coordinates a statewide campaign @y p A

to get kids eating, growing, and learning about a locally S P ﬁz "
&

grown fruit or vegetable during October Farm to School Month.
This year's campaign will be celebrating Pepper Palooza!

To participate in "Pepper Palooza" at your school, home, early
care center, or in your community, visit the to register.
Participants will receive access to a free electronic toolkit filled with pepper-themed
activities, standards-based lesson plans, fact sheets, recipes, school nutrition resources, and
more!

¢ The sign-up is now live.

Share your "Pepper Palooza" pictures and activities on social media with #pepperpalooza.
Each week during October, anyone who has used this hashtag will be entered to win a prize

and at the end of the month there will be a grand prize winner.

If you have questions, visit October Farm to School Month FAQ page or email

Get Informed: Upcoming Training Dates

August 16, 2023
Engaging Families in Meaningful Ways
Are you thinking of creative ways to engage families in meaningful ways through sharing,
connecting, and family support? If so, join this webinar.
® Participants can earn two [2] state-approved hours for attending this
training in its entirety.

August 29, 2023
Tuesday Tip! How to Support Breastfeeding in CACFP
Are you ready to learn how to support breastfeeding moms within your child nutrition
program? Join this webinar to learn tips on ways to enhance support for breastfeeding moms
in CACFP.
® Participants can earn [0.50] state-approved hours for attending this
training in its entirety.

September 5, 2023
Tuesday Tip! Serving Snacks in CACFP
Do you need a 30-minute tip session on serving snacks in CACFP? Join this webinar to learn
CACFP requirements on incorporating credible snacks into your meal service.
® Participants can earn [0.50] state-approved hours for attending this
training in its entirety.

September 20, 2023
Fostering Multicultural Connections
Are you interested in fostering children’s connections with various cultures across the world?
Food is an optimal way to build this connection through hands-on experiences. Join this
webinar to learn recipes and ways to add multicultural connections through the dramatic play
area and literature!

® Participants can earn two [2] state-approved hours for attending this

training in its entirety.

Training Resources


https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2fpepperpalooza&c=E,1,tPsqU0IGK3C_y3lDCuTdTXV0CqNRwpgTtJnCQyjMvrmFXeYvQ8cjO_-9FzSfcoJxm2bT6urp2-h0XpJ1akiwAzzMN-zApTCv1PSfgKbsqOctZ1gzlL4,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2ffarmtoschool.georgiaorganics.org%2foftsmfaq&c=E,1,HxoEzsKBFbb2Wshga5peoBeY0MN3nf2ESR-OhK2xrdzvsFGhh60-baN7J5YL62phh6kOrPcxmSPRjVHr_SV7QXVg6flSS8w12MGfSJ-UScQRFtYVLQ,,&typo=1
mailto:yaza@georgiaorganics.org

In Case You Missed It: Webinar Recordings Now Available!

If you missed awebinar, please visit the Training and Technical Assistance webpage for
previously recorded webinars. This month’s training highlight is Allocating Cost in Child
Nutrition Programs (CNP). It discussed how to allocate popular shared costs in Budget
Details section of GA ATLAS and required budget forms.

Food Buying Guide (FBG) for Child Nutrition Programs Interactive Web-based
Tool New Yields!

New yields are now available in the Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs
Interactive Web-based (FBG) Tool and FBG Mobile App! New yield data is available for:
individually quick-frozen red beans, frozen diced potatoes, frozen cubed sweet potatoes,
brown lentils, and canned black turtle beans. Stay tuned for additional yield data releases
coming soon. Explore the Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs today.

Crediting Tip Sheets in Child Nutrition Programs (CNPs) New Spanish Options
Team Nutrition has developed these great tip sheets toprovide handy references for
program operators on how to credit the five meal components in child nutrition programs.
Each tip sheet provides simple, easy-to-use information for one meal component.

® Fruits

e Milk

® Meat/meat alternates

Ahora disponible: iConsejos en espafiol para la acreditacion de frutas, carnes/sustitutos de
carne y leche liquida en los Programas de Nutriciéon Infantil! Descargue hoy las hojas de
consejos para la acreditacion de frutas, carnes/sustitutos de carne y leche liquida en los
Programas de Nutricion Infantil. Estos consejos sencillos destacan los requisitos basicos para
la acreditacion de estos tres componentes alimenticios para todos los Programas de Nutricion
Infantil.

® Frutas

® Leche Iiquida

® Carnes/sustitutos de carne

Nutrition Ed Nook
A Summertime Classic

Watermelon is August’s Harvest of the Month
(English and Spanish) spotlight! Watermelon is not
just a juicy, delicious, refreshing snack, meal-maker,
ingredient or summertime celebrity, it is an all-year-
round, naturally-nutritious pick. At 92% water, it is a
delicious way to rehydrate.

Each slice, ball or bite delivers fiber, minerals phytonutrients and vitamins. Watermelon is
high in vitamins A, B6, & C, potassium, magnesium, thiamin, and phosphorous. This sweet
fruit is also high in lycopene, which gives it its red color and is a powerful antioxidant that
helps keep us healthy.

Watermelon season in Georgia is between June and September. A warm-season crop related
to cantaloupe, cucumber and pumpkin, most watermelons are grown in Central Georgia or
along our southern Coastal Plains. Georgia watermelon season kicks off with a “quality” crop
expected to have the crispest, sweetest, most refreshing flavor.

Fun Facts: July is National Watermelon Month and August 3 was National Watermelon
Day. Cordele, located in Crisp County is known as "The Watermelon Capital of the World."

Integration:

® Watermelon and Fruit Salad


http://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Training_TechnicalAssistance.aspx
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/3675730462465813259
https://foodbuyingguide.fns.usda.gov/MasGuestUsers/GuestUserLogin?ReturnUrl=%2FExhibitATool%2FIndex
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/food-buying-guide-for-child-nutrition-programs
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/crediting-tip-sheets-child-nutrition-programs
https://www.fns.usda.gov/team-nutrition
https://www.fns.usda.gov/es/tn/crediting-fruits-child-nutrition-programs-tip-sheet
https://www.fns.usda.gov/es/tn/crediting-milk-child-nutrition-programs-tip-sheet
https://www.fns.usda.gov/es/tn/crediting-meats-meat-alternates-child-nutrition-tip-sheet
https://www.fns.usda.gov/es/tn/crediting-fruits-child-nutrition-programs-tip-sheet
https://www.fns.usda.gov/es/tn/crediting-milk-child-nutrition-programs-tip-sheet
https://www.fns.usda.gov/es/tn/crediting-meats-meat-alternates-child-nutrition-tip-sheet
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FarmECE_HOM_Calendar.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FarmECE_HOM_Calendar_SP.pdf
https://foodhero.org/recipes/watermelon-and-fruit-salad

Watermelon Cooler

Watermelon Breakfast Parfait A Go Go
Watermelon Kiwi Smoothie
Watermelon Slushy

Watermelon Kebabs

Education:

® Watch the Harvest with Holly video that explores the Harvest of the Month
spotlight, how these items grow, where they grow in Georgia, and how they get from the
farms to school meals all across the state of Georgia.

¢ Compare & Contrast Make a list of similarities and a list of differences between
watermelon and another melon, like cantaloupe or honeydew melon. Are there more
similarities or differences?

® Read ‘One Watermelon Seed’ by Celia Barker Lottridge . In this deceptively
simple counting book, Max and Josephine tend their garden while readers follow along,
counting from one to ten as the garden is planted.

® Talk with families about how participants can help with meal preparation such as
using a plastic knife or cookie cutter to cut watermelon into cubes or fun and various
shapes. Bonus: Send recipes home with families for them to incorporate watermelon
into their meals!

Conversation:

® Have the children you serve eaten watermelon before?
® What is their favorite way to eat watermelon?
® What other melons do the children you serve like to eat?

Share your Harvest of the Month stories and menu integration of watermelon with Nutrition
Education Specialist, Morgan Chapman, MPH, MCHc
at morgan.chapman@decal.ga.gov.

Physical Activity Corner: e
Family Engagement through Physical GALORE!
Activity

FAMILY
ENGAGEMENT

Family engagement during the earliest years of a child’s lifeis = ¥ # ( - EVENT
one of the most powerful factors of their growth development. — BT

COMMUNITY
The positive outcomes of engaging parents, staff, and RECREATION [/

. . . . B S
caregivers increases the support for children’s learning at ()

home, empowers parents, and improves family well-

being. According to the CDC, family engagement in relation to physical activity in childcare
settings and schools work together to increase physical activity opportunities outside of a
child’s learning environment.

Family engagement improves cognitive development and academic performance, better
social-emotional development, and improved health. Their families are children’s first
teachers, and it is the quality of parent-child relationship and interactions that create the
foundational skills that children need at home, in school and their community.

Family Engagement & Physical Activity Ideas & Tips for Families:
¢ Have a Family Picnic - Social interactions boost children's cognitive and
communication abilities. Have a family picnic in the backyard of your home, outside on
the lawn, or at a nearby park. Consider bringing a blanket, basket, toss and catch,
kickball, running, etc. to get active!
¢ Plan a day outdoors - As a family, schedule a time each day for an outdoor activity


https://www.foodhero.org/recipes/watermelon-cooler
https://www.watermelon.org/recipes/watermelon-breakfast-parfait-a-go-go/
https://www.watermelon.org/recipes/watermelon-kiwi-smoothie/
https://www.watermelon.org/recipes/watermelon-slushy/
https://fruitsandveggies.org/recipes/watermelon-kebabs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1ooB89pNOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aBqKTwn1jDI
mailto:morgan.chapman@decal.ga.gov
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/view/list#

with your children. Hike a local nature trail/park or ride a bicycle path.

¢ Choose toys appropriately and wisely - Give children toys that encourage physical
activity, such as balls, hopscotch, hula hoops, and jump ropes. Choose the Do it
Yourself (DIY) materials on active play indoors and outdoors.

¢ Limit Screen Time - As per the CDC, one to two hours of screen time a day should be
the limit for children. As a family, set boundaries, keep the television and electronics
out of the child's bedroom and limit computer usage to school projects.

® Gardening - Caring for the plants gives the children a reason to get outside each day.
Learning how to grow a garden teaches about the origins of our food and encourages
healthy eating and active living habits.

Engaging families as partners early in the physical activity space allows parents to establish
strong home-school and community connections that support their children’s growth and
development in the long-term. It is an essential component of high-quality early care and
education. Let Us Keep Family Engagement Moving!

Integration:
[

Education:
® Read aloud,

® Watch the video on Family Engagement:

® Talk with families about ways to bring family together and to promote physical activity
on family engagement all year round, whether at home, outside, in their local
community, at your childcare site, or at their local community recreational
areas. Bonus: Share #FamilyEngagement, #InstaFitness,
#MoveYourWay #OutdoorFamilyActivities, #ActiveIndoors pictures and
events that are happening in your communities.

Conversation:
® What physical activities are good for family engagement?
How do you encourage families to engage in physical activity (indoor/outdoor)?
Why is family engagement important in children?
How does family impact physical activity?

Share your #FamilyEngagement, #InstaFitness, #OutdoorFamilyActivities,
#MoveYourWay, #ActiveIndoor, stories and pictures with Physical Activity Specialist,
Tina McLaren at

Eat Healthy and Live Active
Georgia Early Care and Education
Harvest of the Month 23-24 Calendar

Harvest of the Month (HOTM) is the Georgia
Department of Education School Nutrition Program’s
farm to school initiative that highlights an item each
month that can be sourced locally and served in Georgia’s
school meals.

DECAL’s Harvest of the Month calendar aligns with the
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Georgia Department of Education’s Harvest of the Month Georgi Early Core an

initiative and was created in partnership with Quality 2023-24 Calendar
Care for Children, Georgia Organics, and the Farm to %
Early Care & Education (ECE) Coalition for ECE settings. QX Y -

Visit the Georgia Department of Education's

HOTM webpage and Quality Care for nnf“ ' ﬂ‘mm
Children webpage. Upon viewing, you can find tips and 'n-;ﬁ oot e
tricks for preparing produce items, curriculum Enl Y

connections, activity lists and book alignment for your

early care classrooms. QR‘

i,

CACFP Resources:
The following documents were covered in previous newsletters:

Post-Public Health Emergency Resources Available

Reminder - PolicyStat available on Nutrition Services' Webpage
Middle Georgia Aquaponics Greenhouse teaches Students about
Alternative and Sustainable Gardening Options

Updated Business Operations Representative Assignments

How to File a CACFP Claim for Reimbursement

SNAP, Inc. receives scholarship from National CACFP Association
Check your Email Messages & Update Your Email Address in ATLAS
Updated Application Specialists

New Interactive Map shows CACFP Participation in Georgia
Interactive State Policy Map

Guidance on Collecting Race and Ethnicity Data

Be a Health Hero - Health Empowers You

Forecasting Purchases for CACFP

Update Your Banking Information

Non-profit Food Service & Procurement Procedures Monitoring
Newly Revised CACFP Memorandum-Civil Rights Complaint Procedures

You can find archived CACFP Newslettershere.

Dates to Remember


https://snp.gadoe.org/SCE/Pages/Harvest-of-the-Month.aspx
https://www.qualitycareforchildren.org/harvest-of-the-month-peaches-2023
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/fcbb2cc7-09ba-4b1f-b50a-289b35940c6d.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/2752de76-06e3-40af-84e0-618a1615b018.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/d4ee4c5a-ee5c-4f75-839a-86b0d9d0b742.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/5788fe59-de8d-49ac-94ce-834558907d00.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/bfc29093-e33f-487a-bfbd-6f5b2731c30d.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/0c8c0ab8-1c3d-4a41-bf1f-562d9df31c2a.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/8ef3905f-7c27-4993-91fb-af393cad17e5.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/8b891147-fbb2-422f-96df-c68a8d3ad4aa.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/efcb00c2-37a0-4658-b8c4-3ac300a1d0e0.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/f2a5cbb6-ecb3-4234-bd51-6a8e3f569e59.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/95a191a8-0371-4cc4-903d-c596c3b42146.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/475e9c4d-94da-4934-8f1c-71d2def8687a.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/58f904a0-60f4-43d4-8bf1-3d82fcb7aafd.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/a707c3c2-e270-46da-a644-445971693fc1.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/4fbd158f-0672-45a6-b579-7eaeca9fe0f1.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/f857d078-76f8-4513-b1f8-7313eb9b2298.docx?rdr=true
http://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Newsletters.aspx

DATE

August Harvest of the Month: Watermelon

August 1 Enrollment opened for FY24 CACFP Renewal Training

August 16 Engaging Families in Meaningful Ways Webinar

August 29 Tuesday Tip! How to Support Breastfeeding in CACFP Webinar

September 5 Tuesday Tip! Serving Snacks in CACFP Webinar

September 15 Deadline to submit any additional changes to the FY23
Application

September 20 Fostering Multicultural Connections Webinar

September 30 Deadline to complete renewal training and application

September 30 Deadline to submit original or annual budget and budget
amendments

October Farm to School Month 2023: “Pepper Palooza”

October 1 Sponsors must begin imposing findings/adverse actions for
sponsored facilities not in compliance with procurement
practices

HOW was my Customer Sgrwce? oW A Ty
Provide feedback on your experience with I‘ customer service?
the Nutrition Team

Click on the icon at right to participate in the customer service survey. Responses are
anonymous.

Join Us for a NEW DECAL Download!
Preparing for Georgia's Pre-K Program

BECAL This Weekist it At the beginning of a new school year, there
Download @ Preparing for Geor can be many new feelings, thoughts, and
New Episodes Every Wednesday! Pre-K Prograr questions. That is especially true for the tens

of thousands of young children across
Georgia who are preparing to enter
Georgia’s Pre-K Program.

Karen Mobley

Pre-K Specialist

&4 fﬁflygl:; Several areas of the state started school in

Ness RO o late July, but the majority are starting in the
first two weeks of August. In this week's

episode of DECAL Download, we hope to answer some of those questions to help parents and

their young learners have a great Georgia Pre-K first day and a great Georgia Pre-K year.
Joining this week’s episode to talk about starting school are Megan McGraw and Jessi Slater
from our Inclusion and Behavior Support Division and two Georgia Pre-K Specialists, Karen
Mobley and Megan O’Bara.

Listen to the episode

Nutrition Division
Marketing & Outreach Team

Cindy Kicklighter
Carl Glover


https://decaldownload.buzzsprout.com/211637
mailto:cindy.kicklighter@decal.ga.gov

‘II' Nutrition
Services

DECAL

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
Nondiscrimination Statement: English
Nondiscrimination Statement: Spanish
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https://www.fns.usda.gov/civil-rights/usda-nondiscrimination-statement-other-fns-programs
https://www.fns.usda.gov/es/civil-rights/usda-nondiscrimination-statement-other-fns-programs
https://www.facebook.com/brightfromthestart
https://twitter.com/GADeptEarlyCare
https://www.instagram.com/brightfromthestart/
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:cindy.kicklighter@decal.ga.gov
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