Child & Adult Care Food Program

April 15, 2026

Highlights from the CACFP Week Celebration

Thank you for your dedication in providing healthy, nourishing meals and snacks to Georgia’s children
and adults.

In Fiscal Year 2025, 3,273 centers and sites, supported by 590 sponsors across 157 counties delivered
65,783,404 meals and snacks. Your commitment helped children and adults thrive, and your work truly
makes a difference.
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Stirring Up Goodness:
A Look Inside Our CACFP Week Site Visits

As part of National Child and Adult Care Food Program
(CACFP) Week, March 15-21, 2026, representatives
from DECAL and the USDA Food and Nutrition
Service — Southeast Region (pictured on left) visited
Childcare Network in Cobb County.

Through engaging experiences, children are encouraged
to explore new foods, learn about healthy eating, and
build confidence in trying unfamiliar items.

During the site visit, (pictured on right) children
created art using fresh vegetables as part of the Fun
Veggies project—an interactive activity that
combined creativity with hands-on learning about
nutritious foods.

“It was inspiring to see creativity and nutrition come
together in such a fun way,” said Tamika Boone,
Director of Nutrition Services.

Through these engaging experiences, children not
only learn about nutrition, but they also develop a positive relationship with food that can last a
lifetime.

Nutrition Services wrapped up National CACFP Week with a visit to RossWoods Adult Day Services,
an adult day care program participating in CACFP.

For more than 30 years, RossWoods has served Dalton and surrounding communities, providing
compassionate care and support to more than 870 families.

Fueling the day with nutrition.
Participants at RossWoods enjoyed a
healthy meal designed for senior
wellness.

Following Chair Yoga, participants at
RossWoods enjoy a balanced, healthy
meal together.

While CACFP is often associated with childcare, programs like RossWoods highlight its critical role in
ensuring seniors and adults receive nutritious meals that help them remain healthy, active, and engaged
in their communities.



To read about the visit at RossWoods Adult Day Services, click here.

Beyond The Classroom:
The Power Of At-Risk Afterschool
Meals

CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals helps provide
nutritious suppers and snacks to children and teens
(18 and under) in afterschool programs.

In this short video, Director of Nutrition Susan Nelson explains how the Baldwin County School
System fuels students beyond the school day by offering supper after school.

Interested in participating in the CACFP At-Risk Afterschool Meals, contact us at
CACFP.Nutrition@decal.ga.gov.

April Move of the Month
Let’s Get Moving: The
Scavenger Hunt Challenge

Staying active should be fun. Nutrition Services is
launching the Move of the Month Campaign to
encourage fun active play in child care programs
and at home. Adult-led physical activity helps
children build gross motor skills, confidence, and
healthy habits.

We invite you to join April’s Move of the Month--- a Scavenger Hunt. This activity encourages
children to squat, reach and balance as they hunt.

Check out this video to learn more.

For more information and share your Move of the Month photos with Tina McLaren
at Tina.McLaren@decal.ga.gov.

Updated Income Eligibility Guidelines Released

This notice announces the USDA's annual adjustments to the Income Eligibility Guidelines to be used
in determining eligibility for free and reduced-price meals, free milk, and Summer Electronic Benefit
Transfer benefits for the period from July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027.

These guidelines are used by schools, institutions, and facilities participating in the National School
Lunch Program (and Commodity School Program), School Breakfast Program, Special Milk Program
for Children, Child and Adult Care Food Program, and Summer Food Service Program.

The guidelines are also used by the states and Indian tribal organizations that administer the Summer
Electronic Benefits Transfer for Children Program.

Federal Register Link: Child Nutrition Programs — Income Eligibility Guidelines (2026-2027)
FNS Website Link: Child Nutrition Programs — Income Eligibility Guidelines (2026-2027)
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FNS Developing A New Guidance Tool
Civil Rights Compliance and Enforcement

On March 3, 2026, USDA issued policy guidance to ensure that current Food and Nutrition Service
(FNS) guidance pertaining to federal civil rights and nondiscrimination obligations remains aligned
with applicable laws, regulations, executive orders, and directives relevant to the USDA's 16 nutrition
assistance programs.

As part of this effort, FNS is modifying the FNS Instruction 113-1: Civil Rights Compliance and
Enforcement — Nutrition Programs and Activities. Therefore, USDA is developing a new guidance
tool used to provide assistance and direction to FNS employees and recipients of federal financial
assistance in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. Amended guidance will be released
when finalized.

In the interim, FNS program offices and State agencies are advised to immediately discontinue citing
FNS Instruction 113-1 when there are noncompliance issues or concerns resulting from management
evaluations (MEs), compliance reviews or any similar monitoring and oversight activities, and to
discontinue FNS Instruction 113-1 for technical guidance. Rather, pertinent civil rights and
nondiscrimination laws and regulations should be cited and used instead.

For more information and access to the guidance, click here.

Update Your Files:
CACFP Crediting Handbook Revised

USDA’s Team Nutrition has released a revised Crediting
Handbook for the Child and Adult Care Food Program.

USDA Food and Nutrition Service
SR S OEPARINENT OF AGREULTURE

CREDITING HANDBOOK FOR THE

The resource will help CACFP operators serve meals and snacks Child and Adult Care
that encourage healthy choices, healthy families, and healthy Food Program
outcomes. '

The handbook is a technical assistance resource that helps CACFP
operators plan menus that meet current USDA meal pattern
requirements.

The handbook works with the Food Buying Guide for Child
Nutrition Programs to help with crediting foods and planning
meals.

Save the Date: CACFP Summit
Friday, August 28, 2026

Nutrition Services will host a CACFP Summit on Friday, August 28, 2026, at the Hilton Peachtree City
Atlanta Hotel & Conference Center.

All CACFP institutions are invited to attend for additional professional development.

Watch your email for program and registration details.

Georgia ATLAS Average Daily Attendance (ADA) Claim
Enhancement Released
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The Nutrition Division has released a new GA ATLAS Average Daily Attendance (ADA) claim
enhancement to ensure data accuracy and to prevent invalid claim submissions.

What is Changing?

Effective immediately, the ADA in your claim cannot exceed the ADA listed in your site application. If
the claim ADA is higher, you will receive the following error in the claim section: “Child Care Claim
ADA cannot exceed Site Application ADA.”

How to Resolve the Error
If you encounter this message, you must take one of the following actions before you can submit your
claim:
1. Adjust the claim: Decrease the ADA in the claim section so it matches or is less than the ADA
in site application.
2. Update the site application: Update the ADA in the site application and any other applicable
sections.

Steps To Update Your Site Application
Make all required updates in the site application.

Independent Centers: Complete and submit the site change notification form to your assigned
Application Specialist via email for processing.

Sponsors: Complete and submit the sponsor update form to your assigned Business Operations
Specialist via email for processing.

As areminder per CACFEP Policy #26, the designated Program Contact is responsible for maintaining
an accurate application at all times. Click FY 2026 Application Update Procedures for more

guidance.

If Independent Centers have any questions or concerns, contact your assigned Application Specialist in
the table below:

Jerald Savage o (zero)- G Jerald.Savage@decal.ga.gov (770) 405-7916
Shericka Blount H-P Shericka.Blount@decal.ga.gov (404) 656-6411
Vanessa Goodman Q-Z Vanessa.Goodman@decal.ga.gov  (404) 501-6027

If Sponsors have any questions or concerns contact your Business Operations Specialist in the table
below:

Business Operations Institution Phone Number
Representative Assignment

Lavesia Bolden o (zero)- G Lavesia.Bolden@decal.ga.gov (404) 463-1066
Dylan Uhlir H-P Dylan.Uhlir@decal.ga.gov (404) 501-5813
Joveta Watson Q-Z Joveta.Watson@decal.ga.gov (706) 434-6831

How to File a CACFP Claim for Reimbursement

To receive reimbursement, institutions must submit monthly CACFP claims through the GA ATLAS
system. Original claims must be submitted within 30 days after the end of the claiming month, with up
to two revisions allowed within 60 days.
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Before submitting, ensure all records are complete and accurate, including menus, attendance,
enrollment, and Income Eligibility Statements (IES). All information must be reconciled to confirm
that only eligible meals and participants are included.

For-profit centers must also meet the 25% eligibility requirement each month to qualify.
Accurate reporting and timely submission help ensure compliance and prevent delays in

reimbursement.

View the full instructions

Specific Prior Written Approval (SPWA) Submission and
Approval Process

Specific Prior Written Approval (SPWA) is a process sponsors use to get approval for certain purchases
or costs not already included in their approved program budget. It ensures that program funds are spent
appropriately, comply with federal and state regulations, and support the integrity of the Child and
Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) and Summer Food Service Program (SFSP).

To submit a SPWA, follow these guidelines:

» Sponsors with an emergency request, must email the with supporting
documentation to within 24 hours of purchase and then
submit a budget revision to include the cost.

 For all other requests, sponsors must submit a budget revision to include the cost, upload the

and supporting documents to the attachments list section in GA ATLAS,
and notify the budget team via email at at least three days
before making the purchase.

e DECAL will review the request and provide an approval or denial status in writing, including
any special considerations or reasons. The SPWA will be signed and uploaded to the attachment
list section in GA ATLAS.

If you have questions or concerns regarding SPWAs, contact

Upcoming Training Dates:

April 20, 2026
Memo Monday: Procurement & Recordkeeping Updates
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Join us for an informative webinar covering important updates to the following DECAL memos
revised February 2, 2026:

This session will provide an overview of key changes, clarify procurement threshold updates, and
review recordkeeping requirements to ensure compliance for institutions, vendors, contractors, and
Food Service Management Companies (FSMCs).
Participants will gain a better understanding of:

o Updated federal procurement thresholds

 Best practices for maintaining documentation integrity

» Compliance expectations for CACFP and related programs

April 21, 2026
Tuesday Tip: Active Play with Mixed Age Groups
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1:30 - 2:00 pm

Are you wondering how to engage and maximize active play in mixed age groups?

Join this webinar where participants will review developmentally appropriate practices and
recommendations for active play for young children, and how to apply these recommendations to adapt
and design active play opportunities according to the needs of each age group.

Participants will earn one-half [0.5] state-approved hours for attending this training in its
entirety.

[Register Now]

April 28, 2026
Tuesday Tip: Identifying Common Allergens on Food Packaging
1:30 - 2:15 pm

Managing food allergies is a critical part of providing safe and healthy meals for children in your care.
If your program serves participants with dietary restrictions or food allergies, it’s essential that staff are
equipped with the knowledge and tools to respond effectively.

Join this upcoming training to support CACFP operators in confidently managing food allergens. This
informative webinar will cover the top nine food allergens and help you identify common foods and
ingredients that may contain them. Participants will also learn practical strategies to prevent cross-
contact, read food labels accurately, and respond appropriately to allergic reactions.

Food allergies affect millions of Americans, including one in 13 children. With summer meal service
approaching, ensuring your team is prepared can make a significant difference in creating a safe eating
environment for every child. From proper food handling to staff awareness and emergency response,
this training will provide the guidance needed to strengthen your program’s food safety practices.

Food Allergy Resources for Program Operators
o Food Allergy Research & Education | FARE
¢ FDA Food Allergy Information

Participants who attend the training in its entirety will earn three-fourths (0.75) state-approved
training hours.

[Register Now]

April 28, 2026
NEW! Nutrition Education and Physical Activity Office Hours
2:15-3:15 pm

Drop in for a Q&A with DECAL’s registered dietitian and nutrition education and physical activity
specialists. These experts will be available immediately after our Food Allergy training on April 28,
2026. Drop in to ask questions about food allergies and meal accommodations, gardening, physical
activity ideas, and more.

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/29552281838558?p=sETsliror3PKas4aGO
Meeting ID: 295 522 818 385 58

Passcode: L6Kn7ac2

If you have a question related to nutrition education or physical activity but aren’t available during the
office hours, reach out to Monica.Griffin@decal.ga.gov.

April 30, 2026

Pals Session #4: Best Practice for Physical Activity in ECE Settings: Families,
Training, Resources, and Policies

1:00 - 2:00 pm
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During this session, participants will explore developmental milestones and tools from the Center for
Disease Control (CDC) that support milestone tracking. In addition, free and low-cost resources that
advance physical activities practices and how program policies support them will be shared with
participants.

Join this session where we cover the following objectives: How to recognize family engagement
opportunities around physical activity, how to communicate with families about their children's
physical activity, and ways to identify policy statements that follow the best practices for physical
activity in ECE settings.

Participants can earn one [1.0] state-approved hour(s) for attending this training in its entirety.

[Register Now]

May 5, 2026

Tuesday Tip: The Connections Between Active Play and Social-Emotional Learning
in Early Childhood

1:30 - 2:15 pm

Are you coaching children on to connect the dots with physical activity and social-emotional
intelligence?
Please join this webinar to learn:

e Four social emotional skills

e How active play can encourage skill development

e Practices and activities to incorporate into a child’s environment

Participants can earn three-fourths [0.75] state-approved hours for attending this training in its
entirety.

[Register Now]

May 12, 2026
Tuesday Tip: Farm to Summer: Incorporating Georgia’s Bountiful Summer Harvest
1:30 - 2:00 pm

Are you ready to support farmers and serve fresh foods that are locally grown?
Join this webinar to learn:
« Tips for increasing Georgia grown produce on your menus
» Ways to engage children through hands-on food & agricultural education
* Ideas for increasing garden-based education

Participants can earn one-half [0.5] state-approved hours for attending this training in its
entirety.

[Register Now]

May 18, 2026
Memo Monday: Best Practices For Delivering Nutritious Meals In Rural Settings
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Do you need a review of best practices for serving quality meals during rural non-congregate meal
service?
This webinar will provide a review of the following DECAL memorandums:
¢ Rural Non-Congregate Meal Services in the Summer Food Service Program, January 8,
2025
¢ Non-Congregate Meal Service in Rural Areas: Questions and Answers #3, January 10,
2025: Questions and Answers #3, January 10, 2025

[Register Now]
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May 28, 2026
PALS Session #5: Goal Setting and Action Planning
1:00 - 2:00 pm

Would you like to review your self-assessment, explore best practices, and identify areas for
improvement in physical activity?

This session will help you develop action steps to meet your goals, and you will leave with a plan to
improve physical activity practices.

Participants can earn one [1.0] state-approved hour(s) for attending this training in its entirety.

Notes:
Registering for training is a two-step process:

o Step 1: After registering in GA ATLAS, you will receive a Training Confirmation
email immediately from Georgia DECAL Help Desk - with a
registration link to attend the webinar (check your spam/junk folder).

 Step 2: You must then register for the training using the link provided on the Training
Confirmation E-mail.

« If you have an issue with registering, contact before the day of the training.

. if you need a refresher on how to register for training in GA ATLAS.

NOTE: Only the Program Contact (PC) can self-register within GA ATLAS. If an additional person
will be attending, contact , Administrative Assistant, at (404) 657-1779 for assistance.

Join the CACFP Association for Provider Day
Free Virtual Event: May 16, 2026

Provider Day -~

Celebrating Child Care Providers Who ’;‘l
Make a Difference Every Single Pay.

Join the National CACFP Association for Provider Day, a free virtual event on Saturday, May 16,
2026, held in celebration of Provider Appreciation Month.

Discover easy menu ideas, playful ways to turn everyday meals into opportunities for learning and
movement, and helpful resources designed with providers in mind.

Take a little time for yourself, connect with fellow providers, and leave with simple ideas you can use
right away.

Download the flyer by clicking

Sessions Include:
o The Provider Perk Party with Free Resources for Your Program
o Present, Calm and Connected: Building Mindfulness in Early Childhood
» Using Your Menu to Spark Learning & Play
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2f5kbf5wjab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001cBfDRJM3IqWRWADA1I9IbNCKL7Zjwr9Mu-P1ebpV07AyQ-45nBEZvJ-mtxjcNbEu3wd04pn9g0n1ZLqONkOp1dSFeVL1WIPH46lLih5rCe9rLph7d1Gv4SvKFKGQ2EeQ02sH3_qc_BBiUHxIzEtgWxYo1Yn7xiFedlF6M0UXGWYLuC2fK6rX51FOjmDDRhy4eEuw7Z9h0hTN2V-E8TOGcjj7hdf_RBrcOp0QS0aTU2b6sHrmYGvBIl52-IeJx5URSQGPDsf6lGi4q8nFhjNY60XQa9qOJ8fAp_oFY1MduIA%3d%26c%3dVN0I-yJj_jrE3Sh5PnCMFnQB7IxklEebHOBZG6VsvFGZxXm1mGb8BQ%3d%3d%26ch%3dbzjN53RqyVFzgJTl82zfx-zG7P--rMxT5nrH7ZExkjOhJ53Fbn0Wzw%3d%3d&c=E,1,3HXJAHwLVuibPa9faMX2pGP9lS6T361IL88N7b-9V-f6eDHGF5qSyvm3Fj1fixp8CUmprMBUsUpZjQFVCIjNQPo6iDiYYajyRcnIh6SKdbjXT93WXIFCnx4S&typo=1

Bonus On-Demand Webinars:
» Explore New Food with a Taste Testing Adventure Save the Date!

saturday, May 16, 2026
11:00 am- 1:00 pm Eastern

Can’t make it to the live sessions? Provider Day

Earn 2.5 Hours of CEUs.

Your registration includes on-demand access through May 31,
2026.

Save the Date for Children’s Mental Health Week
May 4-8, 2026

The Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning will
celebrate Children’s Mental Health Week May 4-8, 2026,
marking six years of recognizing and promoting the
importance of early childhood mental health.

Children develop social and emotional skills—mental health
—through strong, nurturing relationships with adults in their
lives. Early childhood is a critical window of opportunity to
build relationships that lay the foundation for a child’s
emotional wellbeing throughout life.

MAY 4™ 8™ Famonms
TOOL KIT

During Children’s Mental Health Week, we promote activities
that help children and their caregivers recognize the
importance of social and emotional development. We also
celebrate early learning professionals and the vital role they play in supporting the mental health of
young children.

We have lots of fun activities planned for early care and learning classrooms throughout the week. You
can find full details and our mental health toolkit on the Children's Mental Health Week webpage.

Please share pictures of your class engaged in Children’s Mental Health Week activities to social media
using the hashtags #KidsMentalHealth and #DECALCMHWeek2026 during that week.

Questions? Contact Laura Lucas, Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Director, at
laura.lucas@decal.ga.gov.

In Case You Missed It:
Webinar Recordings Now Available

If you missed a webinar, visit the Training and Technical Assistance webpage for previously
recorded webinars.

This month’s training highlight is the FY 2026 CACFP Renewal Readiness webinar. It provided step-
by-step instructions on how to complete annual renewal requirements for FY 2026.

Nutrition Ed Nook


https://www.decal.ga.gov/Prek/ChildrensMentalHealthWeek.aspx
mailto:laura.lucas@decal.ga.gov
https://www.decal.ga.gov/Nutrition/Training_TechnicalAssistance.aspx
https://www.decal.ga.gov/Video/FY2026CACFPRenewalReadinessTraining.mp4

Juicy, Red Strawberries

Strawberries are April’s Harvest of the Month (English and
Spanish) spotlight.

Try them fresh as a snack, sliced over oatmeal or cereal,
blended into smoothies, mixed into yogurt or cottage cheese,
added to salads for a sweet twist, or served as a topping for
whole grain waffles or pancakes.

In the Kitchen
» Try National CACFP Association's recipe for Strawberry Yogurt Parfait.
» Try Child Nutrition Recipe Box's recipe for Strawberry and Waffle Kebabs.
« Find more strawberry recipes on our Pinterest Page.

In the Classroom

 Plan a field trip to a local farm and pick your own strawberries straight from the vine.

o Explore The Strawberry Patch at Tasty Acres Farm from USDA’s Grow It, Try It, Like It
Curriculum. The lesson includes reading, tasting activities, simple planting projects, and playful
songs that build early science, language, and nutrition education.

» Read or watch the read-aloud video for What’s In My Garden? A Food Mystery Book, and
download the Teaching Guide for connection opportunities to mealtime, math, dramatic play,
and more.

Share your recipes and photos for a chance to be featured in an upcoming newsletter with Nutrition
Education Specialist, Morgan Chapman at morgan.chapman@decal.ga.gov.

Physical Activity Corner
Spring Into Active Play

Spring is here, and it is a great time to get moving.
As the weather warms up, stay hydrated with plenty of
water and have fun exploring the great outdoors.

Here are spring movement ideas:

Infants: (0—12 months):

» Spring Sensory Movement: Place soft, colorful
toys or scarves around babies during tummy
time. Encourage reaching, lifting the head, and
turning.

» Rolling Like Raindrops: During outdoor play, gently help babies roll from side to side on a
soft blanket while they explore new sights, sounds, and textures.

Toddlers (1-3 years):

» Animal Parade: Call out spring animals and encourage children to move like that animal. They
can hop like bunnies, flaps like birds, and crawl like caterpillars. Great for gross motor skills
and imagination.

e Bubble Chase: Outdoor bubbles encourage running, jumping, popping, reaching, and so much
more- check out this handout for more ideas.

Preschoolers (3-5 years):

» Rainy Day Obstacle Course: If April showers hit, bring the fun inside! Children can hop over
pillows, balance on a tape line, or crawl through a tunnel. Check out this handout for more
rainy-day ideas.

e Take Learning Outside: Go on a short nature walk, collect sticks or leaves for sorting, create a
nature-inspired obstacle course, or complete a Nature Bingo Card and go hunting.


http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FarmECE_HOM_Calendar.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/FarmECE_HOM_Calendar_SP.pdf
https://www.cacfp.org/2020/12/29/strawberry-yogurt-parfait/
https://theicn.org/cnrb/ages-3-5/age-3-5-25-50-servings/strawberry-and-waffle-kebabs-with-maple-yogurt-dip-usda-recipe-for-child-care-centers/
https://www.pinterest.com/brightfromstart/harvest-of-the-month/strawberries/
https://exploregeorgia.org/things-to-do/blog/places-to-pick-strawberries-in-georgia
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/resource-files/growit_book7strawberry.pdf
https://www.qualitycareforchildren.org/healthy-kids
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/66e86ec6cbb6650fd45354bc/t/670fed51aad1126b2f7d1804/1729097044894/Monica+book+TeachersGuide.pdf
mailto:morgan.chapman@decal.ga.gov
https://pathways.org/topics-of-development/tummy-time
https://pathways.org/explore?ageRange=12%E2%80%9315+Months
http://www.beactivekids.org/assets/pdf/25_BubbleActivities.pdf
http://www.beactivekids.org/assets/pdf/Indoor_Outdoor_Equipment_Ideas.pdf
https://bkc-od-media.vmhost.psu.edu/documents/Activities0103.pdf
https://bkc-od-media.vmhost.psu.edu/documents/Activities0103.pdf
https://cms-assets.prod.pbskids.org/parents/Nature_Observation_Bingo_Card.pdf

As educators and caregivers, maintaining constant supervision is essential to ensure children’s safety
during both indoor and outdoor play.

We’d love to feature your class in our next newsletter or on social media. Share your stories and
pictures with Physical Activity Specialist, Tina McLaren at tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov.

Follow DECAL on Pinterest

Do you need ideas to incorporate nutrition education and
physical activity at your site?

Follow tfs On

Check out DECAL’s Pinterest for CACFP, Happy Helpings & PINTEREST
Harvest of the Month recipes, physical activity ideas, healthy

holiday celebrations, and more click here.

Nutrition and Physical Activity pins are saved and added weekly.

NEW Nutrition & Physical Activity pins added weekly!

Submit questions or suggestions to
morgan.chapman@decal.ga.gov or tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov.

Eat Healthy and Live Active

Georgia Early Care and Education Harvest
of the Month 2025-2026 Calendar

The Georgia Early Care and Education Harvest of the Month is a
collaborative campaign sponsored by Quality Care for Children,
Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning, Georgia
Department of Human Services, and Georgia Organics. The
campaign encourages healthy eating habits by promoting a
different local, seasonal fruit or vegetable each month.

Visit EatLearnGrowGA to access classroom activities aligned
with the Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards
(GELDS), recipes, book lists, family newsletters, and more to
help you incorporate a new vegetable or fruit each month in the
classroom, kitchen, and home.

For school-age children resources, visit the Georgia Department
of Education's Harvest of the Month webpage.

CACFP Resources:
The following documents were covered in previous newsletters:

o CACFP Participation Map

e CACFP Area Eligibility Interactive Map Updated for FY26

¢ Recordkeeping Requirements in the CACFP

¢ Revised Product Formulation Statement (PFS) Templates and Samples

¢ Waivers Available during Unanticipated School Closures

e FNS Issues Guidance on Using Federal Funds to Purchase Local Foods

* At-Risk Afterschool Waivers Available during Unanticipated School Closures

¢ Requirement to Accept Medical Statements from Registered Dietitians for Schools and
Child and Adult Care Institutions and Facilities

¢ Reimbursement Rates for CACFP Providers

¢ How to File a CACFP Claim for Reimbursement


mailto:tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov
https://bit.ly/DECALPins
mailto:morgan.chapman@decal.ga.gov
mailto:tina.mclaren@decal.ga.gov
https://eatlearngrowga.org/harvest-of-the-month/
https://snp.gadoe.org/SCE/Pages/Harvest-of-the-Month.aspx
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/25967e5c-7f45-45de-930f-5cf6dfdae09f.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/c48c3b6c-eeb8-485e-a599-e78dd00b86e0.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/2584fb0f-9602-42bf-824a-8f790b72a95e.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/8857bafa-aa3a-477c-b508-109461b54d07.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/90a38359-86df-4545-818a-ec1728326dd4.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/3c75dcf6-bd8a-4c78-83ae-68e3b7ab42e8.docx?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/0827aa9e-c4bd-4e0e-bb61-fd3485c68846.docx?rdr=true
https://gadecal-nutrition.policystat.com/?lt=DdaiZA06CCfLyy_HL5mhqq&next=%2Fpolicy%2F18939130%2Flatest%2F
https://gadecal-nutrition.policystat.com/?lt=DdaiZA06CCfLyy_HL5mhqq&next=%2Fpolicy%2F18939130%2Flatest%2F
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/6870d7e2-e125-492d-88e6-d36c2d5b37cc.docx?rdr=true_gl=1*uh0l7y*_gcl_au*NTI1MDkyNTE5LjE3MjQwOTczODg.*_ga*NjRiMWM5NjYtZGQ0NS00N2JhLThkMzEtZWI4MTRjNTQzNDE2*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTczMDI5MjQ2NS4xNjQuMS4xNzMwMjkyODEyLjMuMC4w
https://files.constantcontact.com/ca0a3089701/bfc29093-e33f-487a-bfbd-6f5b2731c30d.pdf?rdr=true

You can find archived CACFP Newsletters
Dates to Remember

DATE

April Harvest of the Month: Strawberries

April 20 Memo Monday: Procurement & Recordkeeping Updates - Webinar

April 21 Tuesday Tip: Active Play with Mixed Age Groups - Webinar

April 28 Tuesday Tip: Identifying Common Allergens on Food Packaging -
‘Webinar

April 28 Nutrition Education and Physical Activity Office Hours- Virtual

April 30 Pals Session #4: Best Practice for Physical Activity in ECE Settings:
Families, Trainings, Resources, and Policies - Webinar

May 4 -8 Children’s Mental Health Week

May 5 Tuesday Tip: The Connections Between Active Play and Social-
Emotional Learning in Early Childhood — Webinar

May 12 Tuesday Tip: Farm to Summer: Incorporating Georgia’s Bountiful
Summer Harvest - Webinar

May 16 The National CACFP Association for Provider Day - Virtual

May 18 Memo Monday: Best practices for delivering nutritious meals in rural
settings - Webinar

May 28 PALS Session #5: Goal Setting and Action Planning — Webinar

August 28 CACFP Summit- In Person

DECAL Download
Mindy Binderman

On the next ...

DECAL
Download @

New Episodes Every Wednesday!

, For nearly two decades, Mindy Binderman has been
This Week's Topi a nonprofit leader and advocate for early childhood
policy here in Georgia dedicating her career to
advocacy, policy development, and driving systemic
change.

Mindy Binderman

pumgmw Recently the founding Executive Director of the

O il Georgia Early Education Alliance for Ready
Students or GEEARS announced that she will soon

take on the new role of Chief External Affairs Officer at the Low Income Investment Fund (LIIF), a

national leader in community development financial services.

Mindy Binderman
Executive Director, GEEARS

neasnem

Joining us to talk more about early childhood education in Georgia and her new role at LIIF is Mindy
Binderman.

Listen to the episode

How was my customer service? -
. . . oW was my

Provide feedback on your experience with !‘ customer service?

the Nutrition Team

Click on the icon on the right to participate in the customer service survey. Responses are anonymous.
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