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What does ASTM
compliance tell us?

Testing using the methods described in ASTM
F1292 will provide a critical height rating of the
surface. This height can be considered an
approximation of the fall height below which a
life-threatening head injury would not be expected
to occur.

The fall height of a piece of equipment is the
distance between the highest designated play
surface on a piece of equipment and the
protective surface beneath it.

How do I know if my
surfacing is compliant?

For unitary surfacing, ask the manufacturer of the
surfacing to provide a copy of documentation that
specifically states it is compliant with ASTM F-1292
up to specific stated fall height.  This can
occasionally be downloaded from their website as
well.

This documentation generally includes:
A visual description of the surfacing (tiles,
poured in place, turf over poured in place, etc.)
A specific maximum critical fall height
determined during testing (Ex:  6 ft). 
A statement that says the surfacing is in
compliance with ASTM F-1292.       

For loose fill materials, measure the depth of the
surfacing, measure the greatest fall height of the
equipment, and compare it with ASTM standards
to ensure it is compliant. It needs to be compliant
throughout the entire fall zone of the equipment.

For example, fall zones for climbing equipment
should extend at least 6' in all directions for
preschoolers and school agers and 3' in all
directions for infants and toddlers. Given that,
the resilient surfacing should meet the required
depths for that entire space, not just directly
underneath the climbing equipment.

Consult the Playground Best Practices resource
for more information on specific fall zone
requirements for different types of equipment.

Shredded/recycled rubber or wood chips protect
to the greatest fall heights.  

ASTM F-1292 compliance helps 
prevent head injuries.

 IMPORTANT: Keep that
document in your files where you
can easily retrieve it to share
during licensing inspections!

Types of Surfacing Not
Compliant 

Grass
Dirt
Outdoor carpet
Concrete
Foam Puzzle Tiles
Individual tiles at ends of slides/under swings,
with no other resilient surfacing
Astro turf with no unitary surfacing under it
Unitary surfacing in poor condition with visible
damage, such as holes, cracks, or bubbling.
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UNITARY SURFACINGUNITARY SURFACING
Compliance statements for unitary surfacing can vary in how they look among manufacturers. Although they
should all contain the same information about ASTM compliance, they can look like forms, letters, or simple
statements. All are acceptable, as long as they are clearly from the manufacturer, describe the surfacing
installed on the playground, list the critical fall height, and include the ASTM F-1292 statement of
compliance. Compliance statements are easiest to get at the time of installation.  

After installation, unitary surfacing must be taken care of and remain in good condition to continue to meet
compliance requirements.  If there is visible damage within fall zones, the surfacing will not be compliant
with ASTM F-1292 any longer.

Keep the ASTM F-1292 compliance document in your files.  You will need it during
licensing visits.


