
BRIGHT FROM THE START
Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, SE, Suite 754, East Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334
(404) 656-5957

Nathan Deai
GOVERNOR

September 24, 2013

Bobby Cagle, MSW
COMb'fISSIONER

CERTIFIED MAIL # 7012 3460 0002 0082 5000. HAND DELNERY AND REGULAR MAIL

Ms. Ulo Obadiaru
Registered Agent
Chief Executive Officer
Director/Owner
Hope for Kids Academy, LLC
d/b/a Hope for Kids Academy
180 Parkstone Way
Marietta, Georgia 30066

RE: Notice of Revocation

Dear Ms. Obadiaru:

As a result of an incident report received August 22, 2013, Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care
and Learning (Bright from the Start) conducted an investigation at Hope for Kids Academy. The findings of the
investigation substantiated that rule violations occurred which jeopazdized the health and safety of children in care.
Specifically, on August 22, 2013, a center staffmember left aseven-year-old child unattended on the center vehicle
for approximately 46 minutes. During the investigation there were serious concerns regarding the center's method
of operation. As a result of these concerns oversight visits were conducted on August 26, 2013, August 27, 2013,
August 28, 2013, and August 29, 2013. Additionally, transportation rules were previously cited on September 21,
2012, and February 15, 2013, and were included in enforcement fines issued on April 17, 2013, and June 5, 2013.
The rule violations on which Bright from the Start is basing the revocation are marked as Exhibit "A", which show a
flagrant violation of rules that constitutes shocking intentional misconduct. The enforcement fine issued on April 17,
2013 is attached as Exhibit "B" and the enforcement fine issued on June 5, 2013, is attached as Exhibit "C". The
Department issued an Order for Intended Emergency Closure on August 26, 2013, and the Order was affirmed by
the Office of State Administrative Hearings (OSAI~ on September 4, 2013. The final decision is marked as Eachibit
«D„

Based on the facility's noncompliance with the rules for child care learning centers, the licensee is hereby notified
that the license to operate the Child Care Learning Center is revoked. Bright from the Start's legal authority for
revoking a license is found in O.C.G.A. Sections 20-1A-12(b)(3)(5), 20-1A-12(c)(5), and 20-1A-10(y), and Bright
from the Start's Rules for Child Care Learning Centers, Chapter 591-1-1 of the Official Compilation of the Rules
and Regulations of the State of Georgia.
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You have the right to submit a written statement detailing why Bright from the Start should not take this adverse
action. If you submit a written statement, the statement will be placed in your state file. You also have the right to
request a hearing before an Administrative Law Judge at the Office of State Administrative Hearings to appeal this
adverse action. If the licensee is incorporated, Georgia law may require the licensee to be represented by an attorney
at the Office of State Administrative Hearings. Your statement and/or request for hearing must be made in writing
and sent to:

Ira Sudman
Chief Legal Officer
Bright from the Start

Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, SE, Suite 754, East Tower

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

The licensee's request for hearing must be postmarked within in 10 days of your receipt of this Notice If a hearing
request is submitted, please be advised that the program shall remain closed until the appeal decision is issued
pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 20-1A-13(c)(3).

If the licensee does not appeal this action within 10 days of receipt of this Notice, the decision to revoke the license
will be final. Licensure staff will conduct afollow-up visit to verify closure.

Sincerely,

Brenda Haynesworth
Child Care Services Director for Program Operations

Attachments

cc: Keith Bostick
Ira Sudman
Kristie Lewis
Elisabetta Kasfir
April Rogers
Candy Prince
Johnathan Davis
Cathy Ratti
Laurence Nelson
Meggan Hemans-Reese
Sherry Smith
Shawnell Barlow
Garyon Stiggers-Butler
Tahishe' Smith
State File
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List of Rule Violations for:

Hope for Kids Academy
4932 Phillips Drive
Forest Park, Georgia 30297

1. Rule 591-1-1-.32(6) requires that children be supervised at all times.

During the investigation, it was determined that on the morning of August 22, 2013, aseven-year-old child
was left unsupervised on the Center's vehicle for approximately 46 minutes following routine school
transportation. The child was found on the vehicle by another staff member arriving to the center for work.
The driver and two additional staff members unloaded four children from the center's vehicle and did not
conduct a proper check of the vehicle for remaining children. The child had been left on the vehicle and
not dropped off at her local elementary school. The vehicle was parked in the center's parking lot and left
unattended during this time.

Additionally, during an oversight visit on August 29, 2013, two children were unloaded and sent inside of
the center unattended after the second check was completed.

The failure of the center staff to properly supervise the children could possibly place children at risk of
harm.

2. Rule 591-1-1-.36(6)(h) requires that a child is never left unattended on a vehicle.

During the investigation, it was determined that on August 22, 2013, aseven-year-old child was left on the
center vehicle unattended for approximately 46 minutes following routine school transportation. The staff
did not properly check the center vehicle before exiting. The child was found by another staff member that
was not on the vehicle.

The failure of the center staff to ensure that all children were off the vehicle could possibly place children
at risk of harm.

3. Rule 591-1-1-.36(6)(c)3. requires that a staff member document in writing each time a child gets on
and off the vehicle so that each child is account for every time the vehicle is loaded or unloaded.

During the investigation, it was determined that on August 22, 2013, the Center did not properly check a
seven-year-old child on and off of the Center's vehicle. The documentation provided by center staff
indicated that aseven-year-old child exited the vehicle on August 22, 2013, but the child was left
unattended on the vehicle for approximately 46 minutes. The child was found by another staff member that
was not on the vehicle.

Additionally, the center staff was not in the practice of using the passenger checklist appropriately. On
August 23, 2013, Consultant observed the misuse of the checklist as the checklist had been completed prior
to transporting children.

The failure of the center staff to check the children on and off the vehicle could possibly place children at
risk of harm.

EXHIBIT "A"
(Page 1 of 3)
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List of Rule Violations Continued for:

Hope for Kids Academy
4932 Phillips Drive
Forest Park, Georgia 30297

4. Rule 591-1-1-.36(6)(d)1. requires, for vehicles without child safety alarm devices, the responsible
person on the vehicle who conducted the first check to then give the passenger transportation
checklist to the director or designated staff person, who will also check the vehicle by physically
walking through the vehicle and visually inspecting all seats and surfaces, under all seats and in all
compartments or recesses in the vehicle's interior and sign the checklist indicating that children had
exited the vehicle.

During the investigation, it was determined that first and second checks of the vehicle were not when center
staff transported children to school from the center on the center vehicle on the morning of August 22,
2013. The driver of the center's vehicle and two additional staff members present on the vehicle failed to
properly inspect the interior of the vehicle to confirm all children had exited the vehicle. A second check
of the vehicle was not done. Aseven-year- old child was left alone on the center's vehicle for
approximately 46 minutes. The child was found by another staff member that was not on the vehicle.

Additionally, during an oversight visit on August 29, 2013, the second check was not conducted by a staff
person that was not on the vehicle. The second check was conducted by the driver.

The failure of the center staff to conduct first and second checks of the vehicle could possibly place
children at risk of harm.

5. 591-1-1-.36(2)01. requires that all children be secured in a child passenger restraining system or
seat safety belt that is installed and used in accordance with manufacturer's directions and state and
federal laws and regulations.

On August 22, 2013, the Center transported 26 children, on a 15 passenger van therefore, it was determined
that all children were not restrained properly on the vehicle.

The failure of the center to properly restrain the children could possibly place children at risk of harm.

6. 591-1-1-.36(2)02. requires that no vehicle used by the Center in transporting children shall exceed
the manufactures rated seating capacity for the vehicle.

During the investigation, it was determined that on August 22, 2013, the Center transported approximately
26 children on a 15 passenger van for routine transportation.

The failure of the center to follow the manufacturer's rated seating capacity for the vehicle could possibly
place children at risk of harm.

EXHIBIT "A"
(Page 2 of 3)
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List of Rule Violations Continued for:

Hope for Kids Academy
4932 Phillips Drive
Forest Park, Georgia 30297

7. Rule 591-1-1-.11(2)(d) requires that center staff not verbally abuse or humiliate a child.

During the investigation on August 23, 2013, center staff was heard threatening a child with a beating.

The failure of the center staff to use appropriate discipline practices could possible place children at risk of

harm.

8. Rule 591-1-1-.32(3) requires that children under three years of age shall be housed in separate

physical areas from older children and cannot be mixed with older children.

During an oversight visit on August 29, 2013, there were four two-year-olds and nine three-year-olds

combined together at a time other than arrival and departure.

The failure of the center staff to keep children under three years of age in a separate physical area from

older children could possibly place children at risk of harm.

EXHIBIT "A"
(Page 3 of 3)
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BRIGHT FROM THE START
Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drlve, SE, Suite 754, East Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334
(404) 656-5957

Nathan Deal
GOVERNOR

April 17, 2013

CERTIFIED MAIL#7012 3b50 0002 2865 6287

Mr. Choice Obadiaru
Registered Agent.
Hope for Kids Academy, LLC
180 Parkstone Way
Marietta, Georgia 30066

REGULAR MAIL

Ms: Ulo Obadiaru
Director
Hope'for Kids Academy, LLC
4932 Phillips IArive
Forest.P.ark, Georgia 30297

RE: Notice:of Intent to Impose Enforcement Fine

Dear Ivlr: Obadiaru and Ms, Obadiaru:

Bobby D. Cagle, MSW
COMMISSIONER

On June 29, :2012, Bright from the Start; Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (Bright from the Start)

informed tfie.licensee by e-mail that Bright from the Start would use its enforcement authority and responsibility to

take action when child. care programs fail to comply with rules governing transportation. The e-mailed letter also

informed- you that licensing staff would closely monitor compliance with transportation rules and directed you to

important resources that included an overview of transportation rules.

Qn September 21, 20~~ :a eoinplatnt investigation, was;canducted at Hope for Kids Academy, LLC located at 4932

P~iilli.~s D~t'i~Ye ,Forest; Park,: Ge~~~ta;; 302~7•..It was determined that the center was out of compliance with

2ranspol'tatiott rules tltat:,lad tte'pt~Een~ial to s~riouslyaf~dct the health and safety of children who were transported...
Spec~fieally,.~l~[e{' staf€dLd not'i~Raument #hg.se~oud check of the vehicle during school routes. Additionally, staff

aid~nof do~utitelttfhe.passengerche'cklist v~ttti'~.sy~ibol or mark indicating children getting on and off the vehicle

during school transportation. The Tole violations for which Bright from the Start is imposing an enforcement foie are

attached as Exhibit "A", the September 21, 2012, complaint investigation is attached as Exhibit "B" and both are

incorporated in this Notice by reference.

Based on the facility's noncompliance with the Bright from the Start Rules for Child Care Learning Centers, the

tieens~e is fiexeby notified of $rigfit:fi-ont file S;tart's.ititent to :impose an enforcement fine in the amount of $299.

Bright from Vie: S~ar['s legal authority for irpposition of an enfQrcem~nt fine is found`in O:G:G.A. Sections 20-IA-

4.(2) and {S) find 2U-1A-11(b)(l).(A),,~ind,theBright from dje Start Rules for C}iilel .Cate Learning Centers, Chapter

591-1-1 of the Official Compilation-of the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia.

/~T7~D~i i "~J~~
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The licensee is also advised that the failure to correct and maintain compliance with this and other transp
ortation

rules will result in further adverse action which could include the revocation of the license to operate Hope 
for Kids

Academy, LLC, the imposition of daily fines for each day the violations continue, the imposition of 
enforcement

fines for each transportation rule violation, the placement of emergency monitors, the restriction of transp
ortation

services, and the order of emergency closure. Licensure staff will conduct afollow-up visit to determine com
pliance

with the rules.

The licensee has the right to appeal the decision to impose the enforcement fine by filing_ a written 
request for an

administrative hearing before an Administrative Law Judge with the Office of State Administrative Hearing
s. You

also have the opportunity to show in writing why this enforcement fine should not be imposed. The reque
st for a

hearing and/or statement as to why the enforcement fine should not be imposed must be made in writi
ng within ten

(10) days of receipt of this Notice and addressed to:

Ira Sudman
Chief Legal Officer
Bright from the Start

Georgia. Department of Ear{y Care and Learning.

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE, Suite 754, East Tower

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

A hearing request stays or suspends the imposition of the enforcement fine.

If the licensee.does: riot appeal this action within ten (10) days of ieceipt,of this Notice, the decision 
to impose an

enforcement foie will be'final. Payment of the enforcement-fine, by certified. check ormoney order, w
ould then be:

expected within thiity (30)' days of receipt of this :Nonce. The certified check or money order should 
be: made

payable.fo Bright from, ttie Start: Georgia Department of Early: Cara; and Leaming~and mailed to' me
 at the above

address: Complete the enclosed Request for Taxpayer Identification.Number-.and Certification and return 
tiie form

with your certified check or money order. If you do. not pay the fine as finally determined by Bri
ght. from the Start,

the'license to operate the facility will be revoked..

Sincerely;

Brenda Haynesworth
Child Care Services Director

Attac}iments

cc Kristie Lewis
Ira Sudman
Elisabetta Kasfir

Candy Prince
Mireille Emanuels

Meggan. Hemans-Reese

Monica Warren
Jackie Shivers
Cathleen Ratti
Cynthia Tharp
Sherry Smith
Garyon Stiggers-$utter

State File
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Rule Violations for:

Hope for Kids Academy, LLC
4932 Phillips Drive
Forest Park, Georgia 30297

1. Rule 591-1-1-.36(6)(c)3. requires that the driver or designated person immediately document in

writing, with a check or other mark symbol on the checklist, each time a. child gets on and off the

vehicle.

During a complaint investigation conducted on September 21, 2012, transportation records were.reviewed.

It was determined that the driver did not document with a check or symbol the loading and unloading of

children during routine transportation on. September 19, 2012 and 'September 20, 2012 for Huie

Elementary, Tara Elementary, and Kilpatrick Elementary School.

This failure of the center staff to document with a check or symbol the loading and unloading of children

could possibly place children at risk or harm.

2. Riile..591-1-1-.36(~(d) requires that the vehicle be thoroughly checked by a staff person wha was'

present .on the, vehicle during the trip. and- then' $second check be conducted by fhe .director or the:

director's designated staffiperson who was not on the frig.

During a.complauif i%vestigation conducted on September.21,2012, fransportation recoids were reviewed.

It was determined that~center staff did not conduct a firsE cfieck of:the:vehicle:after transporting children to:

and from Kilpatrick Elementary on September 20, 2Q'12~ .Staff did not conducf.a first check of the vehicle

after transporting cfiildren to Tara Elementary the morning of September 20, 20.12: The director or

designated staff person did. not conduct a second check.of ttie vehicle-after children were transported from

Huie Elementary, Kilpatrick Elementary, -and. Tara Elementary on September 20, 2012, A second check of

the vehicle was not- conducted after children were- transported to Kilpatrick Elementary the morning of

September 20, 2012.

This failure of the center staff to physically check the interior of the vehicle could possibly place children at

risk or harm.

3. Rule 541-1-1-.36(6)(d)l.c. requires, for vehicles without child safety alarm devices, a staff person who

was present on the vehicle during the trip and the director or designated sEaff person who was not on

the vehicle to sign the transportation checttlist with their full name, indicating all of the children

exited the vehicle.

During a complaint investigation conducted on September 21, 2012, transportation records were reviewed.

It was determined that center staff did not sign the passenger checklist verifying that a first check of the

vehicle was completed a8er transporting children to and from Kilpatrick Elementary on September 20,

2012. Center staff did not sign the passenger checklist verifying that a first check of the vehicle was

completed after transporting children to Tara Elementary the morning of September 20, 2012.

This failure of the center staff to sign the passenger checklist indicating children had exited the vehicle

could possibly place children at risk or harm.

EXHIBIT c0A"
(Page 1 of 2)
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4. Rule 591-1-1-.36(6)(d)l.d. requires, for vehicles without child safety alarm devices, the responsible

person on the vehicle who conducted the first check to then give the passenger transportation

checklist to the director or designated staff person, who will also check the vehicle by physically

walking through She vehicle. and visually inspecting all seat surfaces, under all seats and in ail

compartments or recesses in the vehicle's interior and sign the passenger checklist indicating all
children exited the vehicle.

During a complaint investigation conducted on September 21, 2012, transportation records were reviewed..

It was determined that the director or designated staff person did not sign the passenger checklist verifying

that a second check of the vehicle was completed after children were transported from. Huie Elementary,

Kilpatrick Elementary, and Tara Elementary on September 20, 2012. The duector or designated staff
person did not sign the passenger checklist verifying that a second check of the vehicle was completed after

children were transported'to Kilpatrick Elementary on September 20, 2012:

This failure of the. director or designated staff fo sign the passenger checklist indicating children had exited

the vehicle could possibly place children at risk or fiarm.

EXHIBIT "A"
(Page 2 of Z)



Brigh# #rom the Scarf
Georgia Deparkment of Earfy Care ar~d Learning

2 Martin Luther King Jc. Drive SE, 670 fast Tower
Atlanta, GA 30334
Phone: (404)657-5562

www.decal.ga.gov

Date: 9/21/2012 Purpose: Complaint Investigation Arrival; $:30 AM: Departure: 12:OQ PM

. ...
CCLC~258a Consultant

Hope For Kida Academy, LLC Garyon Staggers-Butler

4932 Phillips Drive 2 Martin Luther King Jr..Drive SE,

Forest Park, GA. 30297 B~Ofast_Tawer

Giayton County _ Aftanta; .GA 30334
.(404).963-7200 Phone: (770)357-4923

choiceulo@comcast.net Fax: (770)357-4922
Baryon.staggers-butlerQdecal.ga.gov
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Comment
Discussed SIDS and infant sleeping position.

..
591-7-1-.35 Swimming Pools ~ Water-related Activities (CR) N/A

Comment
Center doe

Physlcai Plant - 5afe Envlronmenf (CR) _ Plot Met

Finding
591-1-i-.25(3) requires tF~at the center and surrounding premises be clean, free of debris and. in'good repair.
The following areas wars found to be'non compliant The consultant observed all the throw rugs and the brown
carpet to.be soiled and stained on this date.
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were otisen!ed to m:

1-:'13 Fielif Tiips~(CR) Technical Assistance

Technical Assistance
591-1-1-,73 - Please.denote the:ful~address of field trip destination.

594-1-1-:36 TrensporEa6on (CR) . " 
:_ ._..... ~: Not Met

Comment
591-1-7-.36(1) - it was revealed that a Transportation plan was. on file, however, transportation services was
suspended by the center due to the former employee being fired for not showing up for work, and for the erratic
behavior of the child's father.
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Finding
591-1-1-.36(6)(c)3. requires that the driver or other designated person immediately document in writing, with a
check or other maric/symboi on the checklist, each time a child gets on and aff the vehicle. On September 19,
2012 during routine morning and aftemQOn transportation, requirements were not meet when there was na
documentation of all children getting on and off the vehicle from Tara, KiEpatrick and Huie elementary Schools.
Additionally, there was no documentation of children getting on and off the vehicle on September 20, 20'I2
during routine afternoon transportation from Tara, Huie and Kilpatrick Elementary Schools.

..,.r. r .... ... .. ... . ~ .. .. ... ... ..

Correction Deadline; 9/.27!2012

Finding
591-9-1-.36(6}(d) requires that the vehicle be fhoroughfy checked by a staff person who was present on the
vehicle Suring the trip and then a second check be conducted by the director or the director's desJgnated staff
person who was not on the trip. Requirements were not rrtet when the bus driver failed to conduct the first
check, and the office staff #ailed to conduct the second and final check on September 20, 2Q12 during routine
morning anc! afternoon transportation to and from fGlpa#rick, Tara; and Nuie Elementary 5choois.
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~~.+vr.:_ .........,ter. _. _ : ~.~ ~:-_' _ate_ ..: :.. .. - .. .. ,.. _ s'.r...~a....:;v,~,~.Y,»._~ar~°.:!,e~+;+?!'~`.:+:~:'~:~...~ .:~.r~!~'I'.T.:.....I..lJwAS.!.'~.e... ....G.__..n. . . :~tF:~w,it~.!f.%+..~.~..'~Y.S i.! ~?l Pf;!'!!.~. _ .... .. .. Yii._._ . _.r~.Y'~T:w`.

~. rte- ~i.~.~~+f:~iw,..a+~:~ww~~.r.s.swo.~. ww.t.w.w. .'. ..~-w.~~s~r~~sr ~. ~. r~.~.w'r'i ~i'w .'~.~f:w i.~w.w.r ~~.~r.~.~w

YCorrectlon Deadline:l9129L2012

Finding
591-1-1-.36(fi){d}1.a.-d. requires that-the responsible person on the vehicle shall, immediately upon unloading
the last child at any location, a) pf~ysicatly walk through the vehicle; b) visually inspect ell seat surfaces, under
ail seals and in ail compartments or recesses; c) sign the passenger checklist with their full name indicating all
children have exited the vehicle; and. d) give the checkli$t to the director or designated stafif person at the
center. On September 't 9, 2012 during routine morning and afternoon transportation, the person responsible
for checking the vehicle dId not sign the passenger check{isf for Tara, and Kiipafrick Elementary Schools
verifying that_ e first and seconc! check of the vehicle was conducted. Additionally, on September 20, 2012
during routine afternoon transportation, the person responsible for checking the vehicle did not sign the
passenger checklist far Huie Elementary School indicating that a second check was conducted, or that the
passenger checklist was turned Into the director.



Correction Deadline: 9/22/2012

591-1-7-.09 Criminal Records Check Mat

Com►nent
591-1-1-.09 -Staff records were not evaluated on thls,dats due to the center's non-complaint status.

Staffing and Supervision
591-1-1-.32 Staff:Ghild Ratios and Group Size (CR) Met

Comment
Center observed to maintain appropriate sfaff:child ratios.

591-1-1-.32 Supervision (CR) 
_ _ _ ,_ _ Met

Comment
Adequate supervision observed on this date:

Georgia Department of Ear#y Care and Learning Page 4 of 4



BRIGHT FROM THE START
Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, SE, Suite 754, East Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334
(404)b56-5957

Nathan Deal
CO V EiW OR

June 5, 2013

CERTIFIED MAIL #7012 1010 OOOU 9736 8678

Mr. Choice Obadiaru
Registered Agent.
Manager.
Hope~for Kids.Academy, LLG:
180 Parkstone Way
Marietta, Georgia 30066

REGULAR MAIL_...,..
Ms. C110 Obadiaru
Direy~tor
Hope for. Kids Academy
4932 Ptiil[ips Drive
Forest Pak,; Georgia 30297

RE:"Notice of In#ent to-Impose Enforcement Fine

Dea; Mr. Obadiaru.and Mrs.. Obadiaru,<<

Bobby D. Cagle, MSW
COMMiSS[ONER

On June 29, 2012, Bright from the Start: Georgia~Department of Early Gare and Learning (Bright from the Start)_

nfonried the licensee: by e-mail that Bright from_ the Start would use its enforcement authority and responsibility to

.take action when child care programs: fail fo comply with rules governing ,transportation. The e-mailed letter. also

informed the licensee that licensing staff would closely monitor compliance with transportation rules and directed

the licensee to important resources that included an overview of transportation rules.

On February l5, 2013, a complaint investigation was conducted at Hope for Kids Academy located at 4932 Phillips

Drive, Forest Park, Georgia 30297. It was determined that the center continued to be out of compliance with

transportation rules that had the potential to seriously affect the health and safety of children, and the center had not

taken adequate measures to correct and :maintain compliance with transportation rules. Specifically, three children

were~trarisported. to and from the center in a staff person's personal vehicle for one to two weeks, beginning on or

about Tanuary 29, 2013. During this.time, center staff did not use a' checklist to account for loading and unloading

the children and there -was no evidence that a first or second check of the vehicle was conducted. Transportation

rules were previously cited on September 21, 2012 and were included in an enforcement fine issued on April 17,

2013. The rule violations for which Bright from the Start is imposing an enforcement fine are attached as Exhibit

"A", the February 15, 2U13, visit is attached as Exhibit "B", the enforcement fine issued on April 17, 2013 is

attached as Exhibit "C" and all are incorporated in this Notice by reference.

Based on the facility's noncompliance with the Bright from the Start Rules for Child Care Learning Centers, the

licensee is hereby notified of Bright from the Start's intent to impose an enforcement fine of $299.00 for each

transportation rule violation for a total of $897.00. Bright from the Start's legal authority for imposition of an

enforcement fine is found in O.C.G.A. Sections 20-1A-4(2) and (5) and 20-1A-11(b)(I)(A), and the Bright from the

Start Rules for Child Care Learning Centers, Chapter 591-1-1 of the Official Compilation of the Rules and

Regulations of the State of Georgia.

EXHIBIT "C"



June 5, 2013
Mr. Obadiaru
Mrs. Obadiaru
Page 2

The licensee is also advised that the failure to correct and maintain compliance with this and other transportation

rules will result in further adverse action which could include the revocation of the license to operate Hope for Kids

Academy, the imposition of daily fines for each day the violations continue, the imposition of enforcement fines for

each transportation rule violation, the placement of emergency monitors, the restriction of transportation services,

and the'order of emergency closure. Licensure staff will conduct afollow-up visit to determine compliance with the

rules.

The licensee has the right to appeal the decision to impose the enforcement fine by filing a written request for an

administrative hearing before an Administrative Law Judge with the Office of State Administrative Hearings. You

also have the opportunity to show in writing why this enforcement fine should not be imposed. The request for a.

hearing and/or statement as to why the enforcement fine should not be imposed must be made in writing within ten

(10) days of receipt of this Notice. and addressed to:

Ira Sudman
Chief Legal Officer

.Bright from the Start
Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE, Suite 754, East. Tower
Atlanta, Georges 30334

A hearing request stays or suspends the imposition of the enforcement.fine.

If the licensee does not appeal this action within ten (70) days. of receipt of-this Notice, the decision, to impose.an

enforcement fine will be final. Payment .of the enfor..cemenf fine, by certtfied~check or mone}r,- order; would then 6e

expected within thirEy (30) days of'receigt of this. Notice, The :ceitified check or mopey :order should be made

payaiile to Bright from the Start. Georgia. Department ~o~ ~tT,~ ;; 'J~g 4}kt~'~Ctl. to me of the above

address. Complete thg enclosed Request for Taxpayer f~l~tl~ifsc,~oti b~"'~}i#!` ~'~C~}t~ts~ and return the form„, ~ ,
with -your certified check or money order. If you .do not. pay t~t~' Ae as`~~i~Iy S1:sF~~tti~t~l7~ Bnght from the Start,

the license to operate: the facility will be revoked.

Sincerely,

~~~~~;lt~►t,E
Brenda Haynesworth
Director of Program Operations
Child Care Services

Attachments

cc: Krstie Lewis
Ira- Badman
Elisabetta Kasfir
Janine Joseph
Candy Prince
Meggan Hemans-Reese
Jackie Shivers
Monica Warren
Lawrence Nelson
Sherry Smith
April Rogers
Shawnell Barlow
Garyon Stiggers-Butler
State File



June 5, 2013
Mr. Obadiaru
Mrs. Obadiaru
Page 3

Rule Violations for:

Hope for Kids Academy
4932 Phillips Drive
Forest Park, Georgia 30297

i. Rule 591-1-1-.36(6)(c) requires that a passenger checklist, provided by or in a format approved by the

Department, shall be used to account for each child during transportation.

During a complaint investigation conducted on February t5, 2013, interviews were conducted with children

and staff. It was determined that three children were transported to and from the center in a staff person's

personal vehicle for a period of one to two weeks. It was further revealed that center staff did not use a

checklist to account for each child who was transported..

The failure of center staff to use a checklist to account for each chid during transportation could possibly

place children at risk of harm.

2. Rule 591-1-1-.36(6)(c)3. requires the driver or other designated person to immediately document in

writing, with a check or other mark/symbol on the checklist, each. time a child gets on and off the.

vehicle so that each child is accounted for every time the vehicle is loaded or unloaded.

During a complaint investigation conducted on February 15, 2013, interviews were conducted with children

and staff. It was determined that while transporting three children for a period of one to two weeks, beginning
on or about January. 29, 201.3; center staff did not document in writing each time a child got on and off-the

vehicle.

This nrule was previously cited on September 2l, 2012 and included in an enforcement fne issued on April 17,

2013..

T}ie failure of the center staff to document in writing each time a child gets on and off the vehicle in order to:

account for each child could possibly place children at risk of harm.

3. Rule 591-1-1-.36(b)(d)1. requires that following transportation; for vehicles without child safety alarm_

devices, a staff person who was present an the vehicle during fhe trip physically walk through the

vehicle and inspect all seat surfaces, under all seats, and in all compartments or recesses in the vehicle's

interior. The staff person must then sign the passenger checklist with his/her full name, indicating that

all of the children have exited the vehicle, and give the checklist to the director or designated staff

person at the center who will also check the_ vehicle as stated above and sign the checklist with his/her

full name.

During a complaint investigation conducted on February I5, 20.13, interviews were conducted with children

and staff. It was determined that the staff person who was present on the vehicle during the trip did not check

the vehicle after each trip when three children were transported in a staff person's personal vehicle for one to

two weeks, beginning on or about January 24, 2013.

It was also revealed that the director or designated staff person who was not on the vehicle did not check the

vehicle each time the vehicle returned to the center for the three children who were transported this time.

This rule was previously cited on September 21, 2012 and included in an enforcement fine issued on April 17,

20]3.

The failure of the center staff to thoroughly check the vehicle could possibly place children at risk of harm.

EXHIBIT "A"
(Page 1 of 1)



c ~. ~~ight from the Start

~:• ~~ Ceorg~a Department of Early Care and Learning

E'` . ` rte 2 Mart6n Cattier King .f r. Drive SE, 670 East Tower
~. '~ ~ Atlanta, GA 30334

— Phone: (404)657-5562
- ~~7'7~.~- www.decaLga.gov

Date: 2/15J2013 Purpose: Complaint Investigation Arrival: 10:15 AM Departa~re: 2:10 PM

CCLG32~80 Consultant

Hope For Kids Academy, .LLC Tem: Giles

4932 Phillips Drive 2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive .SE,

Forest Panic, GA 30297 870 East Taw~er

Clayton County AUanta, GA 30334

(4Q4} 96&7200 Ptione: (770) 357-7028

choiceulo@comcast.nef Faz: (770) 357-7027
_ terri:gilesQdecal.ga.gov

Matlfng Address
Same

Pioj2013 CompUance: Nd Compliant
End of EY 2012 CanpUance: Nat CdnpiEatit

R~oaJlicer~se Cagactt~[

Jidy~`1st;2012-Jur~:30th..2013
FY2012 ;~u1~?~1st, 2011.-Jurie.90tFt, 2012

y'

..Room,_ _ _ ..._ ,Age Group', S~ ChlWrsn NCIC
Max 35
SF.

35 3F.
Comp.::

1~iax 25 . 2Si SF:
SF lxi~~lo4s_~ ..:.:

Msin ' :2nd l:side- E Three Yeer Olds arxd Four 4 6 C 14 C _~ _w~ ~ _ ~!'ate '
Year 0ids

Main 2nd RigYt~"A InfairEs 1. 1 C: 6 C NA NA N9p

Main Std Rlght;-B; One Y~r Oids Z 4 C' 10 C NA NA A[t

Ma1rs Middle-C 0 0 G 22 C NA NA CtrcleTime,Not
in Use

Mafi R aide Mkidb - D Sbc Yeec Olds and Over_ - _ ,. 1 ... .. ~T.. -..._ 'C _......., 9 .. C _._ .. Wt. NA .. Hm~ework _ ._ ..

Tate! Capacity X35 aq: tt: 61 _
- ... ,.::...... ,___ .., :_ .-:

Tate! # Chik~en this Date: 18 Tatel Cs~pac'dy X35 sq. ft:: 61

~Y9round Playground
Buildit~ .. PtaY9round ._ _ Qcra~pancy _ Compl6anco

Main 
__ 

PG _ 28 C

E?~l~IB~T "~"



c~~rs~~osrts
?115!13 - Ccxrt~la#rti inr~astigaL*on condtx ted this dam.

3124113 - Canplairrt inveatlgffiion cfased this da#s.

.r'

,..

o.c.c:A. soctian 421 1z{i}t2j requires erlgtif groin the Start: ~i+4aig~a DeA.ait~rfe~lt;of Eerflr care and teeming co notify Jrsgiscered cli~rl:ca~e
nro~rams ,on ,acx~ssing f' trim fie Georgia Burma, ~ (nvestcgat}an's {dap websits a I~st of tr,e r~ames ana sdaresses of at! c~g~starecE sezuat
o#fertders. PIS eee GBCa K+ebs(te.tocefed.:&4 t~!lpligb.Ygeotgia gc,rto:access the Georgia Sex Offender Registry.

P4a~ d impros+err~nt: To Be Submitted 04109/2013

i ~ta++e tead'atid underst~d U1~ i2utas ffixl. Ropu~a~orjs fatt~~ii Cie I.esrrt~9 Curs, l4Df 1=1 t Cie items ►woad In tlma rape t tiaus been diarxseaed w!#h
inland i ha+g agreed ~o a Waii ofTmproMeme~st (P4~}. txs to ed in fihts:[eport f uixlerat~tt! Cmt cgrr+~i~On dew. why. tad riot ne~a~fty
ptcn~rtt DECAL Q;om taking edve~se ecifore.aga{rat gr~a SacttlCy; 1 understand that }f i disagree W+th a~iy dlifw c! ci6ed. ~ n~ ine Qnt b', ate, «, n~u remit



Bright from the Start
Georgia ~epartrnent of Early Care and Learning

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE, 670 East Tower
Afil~nta, GA 30334
Phone: {404)657-5562

www.decal.ga.gov

Date: 2/15!2013 Pulse: Complaint lnvestigatian

CCLC~32580

Hope Far Kids Academy, LL.0

4932 Phillips Drive
~or~st Parfc, GA 34297
Clayton County
(404) 963-7200
choiceu(o~comcast.net

Nfallfng.Address
Same

Chanter -591-1-i-.17 Hygiene
Rule -.17(12) Wet/~!!ed Clotltlns~

A11es~ation -Not Sub~tanttated:

Arrival: 10:1 ~ AM

Consultant

Terri Giles

Departure: 2:10 PM

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE,
670 East Tower
Atlanta, GA 30334
Phone: (770).357-7028
Fax: (770) 357-7027
terri.giles(i~de~l. ga.gov

Reporter stated that athree-month-ofd child was sent home on mulfipie occasions with soiled c!o#hing from
care.

Director's Response
Director provided a written statement.

Inv~~ative Flndit~gs
February'i5, 2013.-A complaint investigation was conducted this date. Consultant conds~cted interviews and

obtained statements. Investigation remains open.

March 2Q, 2013 - Complaint investigation c{osed this date.
The findings of the investigation, which include interviews and statements, did not provide evidence that
children one sant home with with soiled clothing. In#erviews revealed that staff make every effort to ensure

that children are c{ean when they leave the center and that staff take steps to clean children's clothing when
a change of clothes is not provided by parents. The allegation was no# substantiated.

Chapfier -691-1-7-.11 Discipline
Rule -.11(2}0} Shake, JBrk, Pinch or Handle ROus~hly

AIle~a#ian - Nqt Substant3atec#

Reporter stated ti~at a two-year-old child sustained scratches to th~ shoulder when a staff member grabbed

the child while in pare.

Directors Response
Qirector provided a written statement



Investtpative Findings
Febr~.~ary 15, 2013 - A complaint investigation was conducted this date. Consultant conducted interviews and

obfiained statements. fnvesdgation remains open.

March 20, 2013 - InvestigaEian closed this date.
The: findings of the inves#~gation, which inclUde`intsrviews.with staff`antl children and statements obtained,

did nat provlcle suffid~nnt svtdence to stabstanbate:.that astaff. person grabbed a ch'iici,: when ttie child ran,
teaivtng scratches on the duld's.shovlder, interviews indicated That time out is used as disciP~ine.: The
allegation was not substantiated.

Chan r - ~9~1-1-7-.25 Phvsicai Plant - 5afe Environrr~ent
Rule -.25(31 Clean. #ree of debris. Qood repair

Alles~~tioa - Not SubstantiatQd

Reporter stated that this facility sent home athree-month-old child's bottle with a roach inside of the bottle.

Dirac#orb Resaonaa
Director prrovided a writfen statement

Ir~ve$tis~ative Finding$
February 15, 2013 - A complaint invest3gaHon was canduc#ed this date.
obtained statements. Imrestigation remains open..

Consultant conducted interviews and

anti observations during visits, did-not
~tarttiated.

Chaii~ar~-391-1-1-.09 Ctiinin~I~ R~cords:Check
Rule -:09:Submtt criminal rec~r;id'c~eck ~~iorto ~realov rent .

'Aitei~loil'= Nt~f 5it~st~itrtlat~t~.

Reporter stated tt►at a staff member employed with this facility has an unsatisfactory criminal record: check.

Dlrector"s Response
Dlrectot provided a mitten statement.

~vesdastive Findi~s, ,
February 15, 2013 - A camptaint investigation was conducted this date. Consultant conducted interviews and
obtained statements. tnvestigat+on remains open.

March 20, 20'I3 -Complaint investigation _Closed.this,date. .._
~fiie-flndir cis af;the:investigation_whlcti lt~cl~de;iritetvte~w,s:.and a r!eviewof;records:revealetl~that the staff
p~'son faas;a sattsfactclry ctt~'~7lr~al te~ot~d c~C,k A rov[ew of records rev+ealeci that floe staiff. person in question
hatl~a ~t3rmii~al re~or~1 chic an :#ile, dated S~ptember9, 2Q10 tntetvCews revealad'that ttie staff person was
arrested a few moritF~s earlier, but the charge was distntsse~d .A nt~iit:c~imisial record ctaecls;was obtained on
February 19, 2013. The record check was satisfactory. The allegation was not substantiated.

Chapter - 591-1-1-.32 Sunerviston
Rule -.32(6) Supervision

Allegatton -Not Substar~tlatecl

Reporter stated that a tvv~-year-old chid was observed to have a busted lip and the staff members had na
knowfetige of how it occurred. The child did not receive medical attention.

Director's Respo~$e
Director provided a written statement.



investl~~tive ~indinas
February t5.2013 - A complaint investigation v~ras conducted this date. Consutt~nt conducted interviews and

o~iZed siatemenfs. Inves~gation cemaira open.

March 20, -241.3 = ~omplairrt irives#igation closed this date:
The fFndtngs of the investigation, which. inclurie: interviews with s3~ff.. and children and statements attained,

did no# provide sufficient evidence to #o: rieteimine that a twio-year=old child sustained a busted lip while in the

center's care: Interviews iridicated.that ftiechild ciid trot fail arzd that the injury appeased to be from tf e:ct ild's

lips being chapped. No pictures of the injury were avaitabte.:-The allegation was not substantlafecl:

Ciia r - 5~-1-111 b~scipltna_
Rule: ~ .9't,~21(61:Carxtorai o~ Phys~cai Punishment'.`

Alienation -Nat Substantiated

Reporter stated that a stiff member was observed to hit a child in care on the isgs until the child sat down in
their chat.

Dii+ector's Reac~anae
Director provided a written statement

investlg_ative F{ndlns~s
February" '15; 2013 - A complaint investigation was conducted this date. Consultant conducted interviews and
obfiatned statements. Investigation remains open:

March 20, 2013' Comp[airrt investigation closed this date
't~e':fl~d(t~s of the irrvig~7t~,. Wt'rich'FndlldeE~ yMi#Fi staff and children and statements obtained,

[~.t~t {~f1dp ~Uffk~e~t~ ekrrden~e to ~~~~Y~cal discipline of children is used by staff._.
tni~v~i±s~it~tl`tt~dted tllat~stsff~xtset~me out~a:cl ~Cipfii~ Ir~t~fiiews unth children determined that children are
m~ie fo f~ce;the wall o~ comer while in.time out

eme~i+gency~~rris for-tte children were. available,
fire extinguisher were available on the vehicle:

member provided transportation in:her personal
?~~the cenfer, for a period of time tietw+een one and two
isle with the driver. The staff members indicated that
ig this peiiad of transportation: in aciciidon; no
ehicle.inspecHon was obtained and no first`aid kif and.

During the investigation interviews determined that children w~er~e made to face the wall or comer during time
out. in addition, there was some evidence to indicate that a sfiaff person encouraged children to retaliate
when they were hit by another child. However, there was not adequate evidence to confiRn the information.



Bright from the Start

Geargia Department of Early Care and Learning

2 Mart6n Lather Ming Jr. Drive SE, 670 East Tower
Atlanta, GA 30334
Phone. (404)657-5582

vrmv. decal. ga. gov

Date: _2/1512013 Purpose: Complaint Investigation Amlval: 10:15 AM Departure: 2:10 PM

CCLC-32680 _ Consulfiant

Hope For Kids Academy, LLC

4932 Rhillips Drive
Forest. Pack, GA 30297
Clayton County
(404) 963-7200
choiceulo@comcast. net

Malllnp Addi+ese
Same

Terri Giles

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE,
670- East Tower.
Aflanta, GA 30334
Phone: (770)'357-7028
Fa~c (7T0)-357 7027
terri.giles@decal:ga.gov

.Tfiel~~~Q~t~" ;information is,sssoc~ated wkh a~~~o~ .. _.n~lnvest~ga'~a..
_ y- _..

,591-1-1-.11 D[scipline (CR), -- ~ _ Not

591~'t g1-.11(1) prohibits disciplinary actions.that,a~e'cJe~trimerrtai to the physical or mental, Health of any chilcJ.
During,an investigation; i~tervisvvs determined thaG~h~ldren-are made to face. the wall during Eime out Ttte

center's practice of F~aving chitdrert face'ttie walE is prohibited.

591-'l-1-.36 Trartsportatian {CR) _ . Not Met

Finding
591-1-1-.36(2)(a} requires an annual vehicle safety check of tires, headEighfis, horn, taillights, brakes,
suspension, exhaust system steering windshis{ds and windshield wipers. Ths center had
no/expir~edlunsatisfactory anr~uai vehicle safety inspection on file. During an investigation, it was determined
that children vv~re transported in a sfiaff person's persoe~ai vehicle for a period of time betHreen one and two
v►~eeks and na vehicle inspection was completed.

Georgsa Department of Early Care and Learning Page 1 of 4



w _.._....._ ..................................................... .......~...._ _.. _ ... _ _ ..._........_. .,.._...._.....,.,..._ ........~::

.....w...._....~........_......_ ..................................~................._....._~..........w.»..~,. ~....r....,4....~,.~.~,...,......._....... .»..~....,......~....._....._......w_...
Correction Deasillns: ~t15J2013 

_ ....

Finding
591-1-1-.36{2)(c)(d)(h) requires that vehicles shall be maintt,ined with a fire extinguisher that is inaccessible to

children; a functioning heating system; and that windows are opened to no more than fifty percent (50%) of its

capacity when children are on board. The requirement was not met vrf~en tree children wire transported on a
staff persons personal vehicle. No fire e~ctinguisher was present on the vehicle,

Cor~+e~tion t3eadtine: 2!15!2013

Finding
591 1 1.-.3B(6)(b) requires that an emergency medical: information record tie maintained in the vehicle on eacFi
child being transported by the center.. During an Investigation. it was determined that children were transporter
on. a staff person's personal Yehlcla for a period ~f time: between one and two weeks; No em~r+gency medical
rec~is:w~eie avaiiabte; on tfie :vetiicie::

.~__....w ...:.......:::._..~... ......_........ .. ....
Correction Deadline: ?195/2()'13

Georgia Department of Eariy Care and Learning Page 2 of 4



Finding
591-1-1-.36(6)(c)3. requ+res that the driver or other designated person immediafely document in writing, with 

a

cheek or over mariclsymbol on the checklist, each time a child gets on and aff .the vehicle: Duffing an
investigation it vvas, determined. that three children. were ti'anspgrted to and from the center in a staff person's

pnvate vehicle for a peciod.of time between.one and tw+o'weeks: No checklist v~ras-used to document the:

loading and unloading of the c#iildren during th[s period of transportation.

__....... .......,.,:..:,.,..x .....:.. ......................,,... _

_: ..., ..
Correction.Deadltnec2/15/2013 

.. . ........... ........... _:...:.._-- • 
PriocYslts:09127/2412

Finding ,,:-
591~~1' -3~fi~itj' requires ~trai the vehicle b~:,thorc~ughly +Checked ,tiY a st~ft` Pers~ Rio ryas present on the,

veh~c~e` t7g`the Trip and then a second check be conducted by the dJr orctf flee dice~tor's designa~tect s#aif'

petson~fio vuas not on the trip: Dudt~g an inyest(~tion,,itwas d"etermine~i ihat na ctte~tfist vras usezi to v~~I ":fY
check of the.vehrdevir~s caotnpl~ed ~nfien a group of three children were transported to

antl:Trom;#he:centerfor aperiod of one to tvw weeks::

..
CorreC#lori ~D~as111ne;: 2/16/2013 Prior Visit$: OS/21i2012

591-7-1-.1~4 First Aid &CPR ~ ~ Not Met

Finding
591-1-1-.14(2) requites each building of tFte center and any vehicle.used for transporting childr~e~ to have a

first aid kit vyhich. ogntains. the following items;.1) scissors; 2) tweezers; 3) gauze pads; 4j adhesIve tape; 5)

thermometer; 6) band-aids of assorted sizes; ?} anti-b~acteria4 ointment; 8) insect=sting preparation; 9) an
antiseptic cfea~tatng':solutiorr 10) triangular bandages; 11)' rubber gloves; 12) cold pack; 13) Protective eye
wear, 14) s prob9ct3ve;facae;mask-and 15~ inshuction manual to be with the kit During an InvesEigation it was

determined"tfi~t`c~tiEdreri vuere tiansporied to a staff pe~~on's per.~nal vehiGe and no flrsE aid kit was available

on the vehicle.

Georgia Qepartment of Early Care and Learning Page 3 of 4
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BRIGHT FROM THE START
Georgia Depai~cnt of Earty Care and Lcamiog

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, SE, Saito 754, East Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334
(404) 655-5957

Nathan Deal
GOYLR7(OR

March 26, 2013

PLAN OF Il►iPROVEMENT NOTICE

Ms. U10 Obacia~~, Director
Hopp for Kids Academy, Inc
d/b✓a Hope tnr Kids Academy
4932 Ph7lips Drive
Forest Park, Georgia 30247

Dear Ivis. Obadiaru:

Bobby Csg(e, MSW
sorreA

This leer is formal notice that the complaint imvcstigat~ion of allegations concerning supecvisi~n and discipline ihai
were regorbed Qn Feb;vary 12, 2413, is now concluded end serious rule violations wen found We found eight rule
violarians associated whit ihe:'invesii~siiun. A revised copy of the inve$dgsiian listing these rule violations is
euclased.

Please submit a written plan of impruvameczt by Apri19; 2013. To be ~ccptabie, yaps p1~ of iffipmvtment must
detai'I ~w all ideutifeti rids violations have been ar will be cozrecX~ed, the dates of correction, and the steps you will
take to maintain compliance. Send the plan of mmprovement to:

A;xil Rogers, Lead Consultant
Bright from the Stazt

Genrgia Dep~~e~rt of Early Care and Learning
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, SE, 670 East Tower

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

If you disagree wide any of tie factual finclings or rule vioiahons cited, ynu may also Bond a statement Qf
disagreement for your file. The statement nwst show tie specific bssis far your disagreement and may not be aced
as a svbsiitubo for tho plan of improvemem.

A follow-u~ visit will be made to dCtermino whether successfiil corrective action has been taken in accordance wig
your plan of impmvemerik. You are ea-~ected to correct all am,~s of noncompliance t+fieti~er or not a written plan of

i -improvement is subaa~ittad. Auy rule violation which subjects s child to injury ar a li£~t~raatcning situation snd any
Wile vio~atians previously cited but not corre~d may result in the imposition of an enfvrctment fine of up to X500
for each day of noncompliance fnr each rule violation or revocation of your facility's license_

Sinceiety.

~. ~4

Teal Giles
Ck~ild Care Consultant

Enc}osure

cc: State File
~+ntfiia Thharpe



BRIGHT FROM THE START
Georgia Department of Earty Care and Learning

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, SE, Suite 754, East Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334
(404) 656-5957

Nathan Deal
covewaote

April 17, 2013

CERTIFIED MAIL#7012 3050 0002 2865 6287

Mr. Choice Obadiaiu
Registered Agent.
Hope for Kids Academy, LLC
180 Parkstone Way
Marietta, Georgia 30066

REGULAR MAIL

Ms. Ulo Obadiaru
Director.
Hope for Kids Academy, LLC
4932 Phillips Drive
Forest Park, Creorgia 30297

RE: Notice of Intent to Impose Enforcement I~'ine

Dear Ivlr. Obadiarn and Ms. Obadiaru:

Bobby D. Cagle, MSW
COM4VfISSIONER

On June 29, 2012, Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Leaining (Bright from the.Start)

informed the licensee by_e-mail that Bright from the Start. would use its enforcement authority and responsibility to

take action when child care programs fait to comply with rules governing transportation. The .e-mai{ed letter also

informed you that licensing staff would closely monitor compliance with transportation rules and directed you to

important resources that included an overview of transportation rules.

C7n .Scptembcr 21 ?~'1~, ~ ~ti~t~pl~tint,iivcstig:~lion ~+►s conducted at Hope for Kids Academy, LLC located at 4932
P{ti~lip~ t~nv~; _ t'ore~t. Palk,; Geor~in ;30297: It was •defermined that the center was out of compliance with

I~~i~sportt~l~nn:.ttiles thttk lead the ~oten~ial to.snribosf~ tsffeet the health and safety of children who were transported.

S{~eei(iratfy.ren[er stn~Fdi~lficsY:doct~m~iit the _secoitd_:ct2eck of the vehicle during school routes. Additionally, §taff

~ciiif nni~.documeni the_~puss~tl~;er Gltc~l~list wiCl~ o sytnbo3 ar mark indicating. children getting on and off the vehicle

during school transportation. The rule violations for which Bright from the Start is imposing an enforcement fine are

attached as Exhibit "A", the September Z1, 2012, complaint investigation is attached as Exhibit "B" and both are

incorporated in this Notice by reference.

Sased on the facility's noncompliance with the Bright from the Start Rules for Child Care Learning Centers, the

licensee is Hereby noLitied ~f Firight froi.n the SfarNs intent to' impose an enforcement fine in fhe amount of $299.

13ribh~ from the Stari's leb~il ~uihority fir imposition of an enforcement fine is found ~n Q.C.G.A. Sections 20-1A-

d~2) and (5) and 20-1A-! I(b)(1}EA), and the l3ri~ht from the Start ttuies for Child Gate l.,earning Centers, Chapter

591-1-1 of the Official Corr►piliiiion ~f the Rules ~utd Regulations oftltt; State of Georgia,

EX~-t~B(T ~~err
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Mr. Obadiaru
Ms. Obadiaru
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The licensee is .also advised tt►at the failoreto earreet and maintain compliance with this and other transportatio
n

rules will cesuir in ft~rtbet adverse action which could include the revocation of the license to operat
e Hope for Kids., . .

Academy, i.LC; the: imposition of daily.:Fincs for: eac.~. day the kipl~ttgn8 continue thcs imposition oP 
enforcetri~nt`

fines for each. trans~octaiiori; rule violatlori,: the placemenE of ̀emei~g~ri~ mnitito~s; the restrictign of tra
nsportation

seryIces;.and. Y3~c aider•of emergeriey..clos ua,;L~censli $ Staffwill conduct a follol~f_u
p visii to detern Rio compliance;:

with the rules. .

Thy: ticensea: }~as~;ltie'~t~it to appeal the decision. io uiipose the enforcement fine by filing a written req
uest for an

~dniinisd'atiye hearigg°before an Adiuinisti~ative La~v l~idge:with t}ie Office of State Administrative 
Hearings. Yon

also haXe: the opportunity to slzbw Sri. wXitin~ ~vhy this enforcement fine should not 
be imposed. 'The request fora

hearJhg ~d/or stafeiiie~t,as to ~¢fijt the e~fnrcan~ent fine should not be imposed must
 be made in writing within ten

(1 Oj'des;of t7e~eipt oEt~is Notic~'audaddressed to:

Ira Sudmen
thief Legal Officer
Bright from the Start

Georgia Department of Earfy Care and Learning

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive. SE Suite.754, East Tower
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

A hearing request stays or suspends tl~e imposition of the enforcemeritfine:.

Sincerely,

=.. .. ~ ~~~,~t~

Brenda Haynesworth
Ghild Care Services Director

Attachments

cc Kristie Lewis
In Sudman
Elisabetta Kasfir
Candy Prince
Mireille Emanuels
Meggan Hemans-Reese
Monica Warren
Jackie Shivers
Cathleen Ratti
Cynthia Tharp
Sherry Smith
Garyon Stiggers-Butler

State File

»ei t. of>this Noti Q: jqA' ..

;erhfiecl chec4c or'A~3e~~oit~b svQit~~t~f"~#;6
4''~':,.,....

:ified check or mjp ~~`~,:i~i
and Learning„and maned to me at the. above

Number and Certification and return die forte

~s fnally determined by Bright from the. Start;
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Rule Violations for:

Hope for Kids Academy, LLC

4932 Phillips Drive
Forest Park, Georgia 30297

1. Rule 591-1-1-.36(6)(c)3, requires that the driver or designat
ed person .immediately document in

writing, with a check or other mark symbol on the checltlist, each
 time s child gets on and' off the

vehicle.

During a complaint investigation conducted on September 21, 2012, tr-an'spofation records 
~vcre:reviewed.

It was determined that the driver did not document with acheck- or symtzol -̀.the loAduig grid unloading of

childien during 'routine transpoi-fation on September 19, 2012 and ~e~iCemtier .24
, 20:12 for Huic

Elementary, Tara Elementary, and Kilpatrick Elementary School.

This failure of the center staff to document with a check or symbol tha loading and unloa
ding of children:

could possibly place childien at risk or harm.

2. Rule 591-i-1-.36(6)(d). requires that the vehicle be thoroughly checked by 
a staff person who was

present on' the vehicle during the trip and then a second check be conduct
ed by the director or-the

director's designated staff person who was not on the trip.

During a complainf.Inve

Tt was determined thae c~

'ilia :vcliel~:~;wns`riflt;

September 20, 2012.

lion conducfed.on September 21,:2012,,transportation records were reviewed.

staff did not conducYa fast checEc ofthe vehicle aRer iransporting~childreu;to:

This failure of the center staff to physically check the interior of the yeEiicle coul
d possibly place children at

risk or harm.

3. Rule 591-1-1-.36(6)(d)].c. requires, for vehicles without child safety alarm devic
es, a staff person who

was present on the vehicle during the trip and the director or desig
nated staff person who was not on

the vehicle to sign the transportation checklist with their full
 name, .indicating all of the children

exited -the vehicle:

During a cori~Ia~nr lnvestig~tion. conducted on Sepforiber2l;?2412, irarisp
ortation records were reviewed.

IE 4vas.deCermined that center staff.dcl nbt. sign the pASSisnge~ :checktisi v
erifying that a first check of the

vi,fiicle was;'campleted after- transporting>'ch ldren to anti from. Kiipatiick Elementary on September 20,

2012'. Center Staff:-did not sign the passenger checklist vertfy'ing: f}iaf a first ch
eck of the vehicle was

completed after transporting children to Tara Elementary the morning of Septemb
er 20, 2012.

This failure of the center skaff to sign the passenger checklist indicati
ng children had exited the vehicle

could possibly place children at risk or harm.

~XHI~IT "A"
(Page 1 of Z)
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4, Rule 591-1-1-.36(6)(d)l.d. requires, for vehicles without 'child 
safety ~xlarm 'devices, the respansiGlc

person on the vehicle who conducted the first cltieck to the
n gfve the passenger: #r:~ns~ortation

checklist to the director or designated staff person, who.wil!
 also :check:#fie ~~chlele, by physically

walking. through the vehicle and visually inspecting ati seat surf
ACCS, :andcr alt seats and in aU

compartments or recesses in the vehicle's tnfcrior.ancl:,sfgn tNe'
pass~iger chetkl(9tindicating aR'

children exited the vehicle.

During a complaint investigation conducted on,Septeniber ~1;~201
2; t~nspptt3~on,i-ecort7swere revieweii.

It was determined that the director or.designated sfis£f'persoq lid ~i
ot,sig~t the,passenger.checiclist verifying

that a second check of the vehicle was computed after:childi'en ~ete;h'~i
nsportcd ~?'om Hu e. Elementary,:

Kilpatrick Elementary, and Tara Elementary on Se~tembec :2A, 2t~1
2 7'he':dirtCtor: or designated :staff:

person did not sign the passenger checklist verifying that a,:second 
r~lier,~ o~ihe:vehicls SYas` complet~d.'afier:

children were transported to Kilpatrick Elementary on September 20
, 2012.

This failure of the director or designated staffto sign the passenger 
checklist indicating children had exited

the vehicle could possibly place children at risk or harm.-

EXHIBIT °~A"

(Page 2 of 2)



BEFORE THE OFFICE OF STATE ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 
F~I.ED

STATE OF GEORGIA - SEP 4 ZO13

HOPE FOR KIDS ACADEMY, LLC,

Petitioner,

v.

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF EARLY
CARE AND LEARNING,

Respondent.

~~
Kevin ti1'cstruy: L AssistantDocket No.

OSAH-DECAL-CCLC-1407273-31-
KENNEDY

FINAL DECISION
ORDER AFFIRMING EMERGENCY CLOSURE

I, INTRODUCTION

This matter is an appeal by Petitioner, Hope For.Kids Academy, LLC, of the Order. for

Intended Emergency Closure of :its child care ̀ faciIity issued by the Commissioner for .the

Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning : ("Department") on August 26, 2013. A

preliminary hearing pursuant to O.C.G.A.: § 2Q-1A-13 was- held on August 30, 2013; before: the

undersigned Administrative Law Judge of the Office of State Administrative Hearings:

Petitioner was represented by Albert Mitchell, Esq. The Department was represented by.

Kimberly Alexander, Esq. After careful consideration of the evidence and the arguments of the

parties, and for the reasons set forth below, the Order for Intended Emergency Closure is hereby

AFFIRMED.

II. FINDINGS OF FACT

Hope for Kids Academy, LLC (hereinafter "Center" or "facility") is a child care learning

center located in Forest Park, Georgia. It was first licensed in July 2011. (Testimony of

Shenetta McNair, Complaint Unit Lead Consultant; Exhibit R-2)

EXHIBIT "D"
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2.

The facility, which is o~~vned and operated by Ulo Obadiaru, offers day care services for

children ages 6 weeks to school age. The Center also provides before and after school care for

school age children up to 12 years old. The Center is authorized Yo provide transportation

services for children who attend its programs. (Testimony of Tahishe Smith, Complaint Unit

Consultant; Testimony of McNair; Exhibits R-2, R-5)

3.

The Center typically transports children to and from two. local elementary schools, Huie

Elementary and Edmons Elementary. The Center also picks up children from their homes in the

morning and: transports them to the elementary schools..Additionally, the facility's driver uses

the Center's van to..pick up various. employees from;theirhomes and. bring diem to the Center.

(Testimony of Melody Lea; Exhibits R-3, R=4)

4.

One of the Center's. former. employees; Melody Lea, had fier five children. enrolled at the

Center.l Her youngest child, age 4 was enrolled. for full-day services: Her four other children,

ages 6, 7, 8 and 9, attended the facility both before and after school. (Testimony of Lea)

5.

On August 22, 2013, Ms. Lea_ arrived at the Center with her five children at 6:30 a:m.

Later, her school aged children rode the facility van to their elementary school. According to the

facilit}''s Transportation Log, the four children were loaded onto the Center's vehicle at 6:59

a.m. to be transported to school. The youngest child, who attends full day care, had an eye

~ Ms. Lea was terminated from her position as Assistant Director on August 27, 2013. The reason for the
termination is not speciFcafly known. However, Ms. Lea was scheduled to work on Monday, August 2b, 2013.
That day, she called to say she was running late and would come in later in the day. Ms. Lea never appeared for
work. She had done this 2 to 3 times before. On Tuesday, August 27, Ms. Lea was notified that her services were

not longer needed. (Testimony ofLea)

Page 2 of 9
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i

doctor appointment that Ms. Lea subsequently took her to. ("l~estimony of A.Ivi., a minor child;

Testimony of Lea; Exhibit R-3)

When the van arrived at the. Edmons Elementary School at 7:25 a.m., a school official

assisted the children in exiting the van while another school official advised Joel Ikuadi, the

driver, and Rickia Vann, his co-worker. who had ridden with him, that they would need to start

parking in a different area to droQ off the children, . Inasmuch as they were distracted, neither the

driver nor his co-worker realized that. Ms. _Lea's 7-year-old daughter, A.M., did not exit the van

because she had fallen asleep on the last row of seats.2 Nevertheless, the transportation log was

completed to show that all children were unloaded at the school.- (Testimony-of AM.;

Testimony of Lea;. Testimony :of Kerri Bostick; Testimony of Joel Ikuadi, :the. Center's driver; .
,. .._ .

Exhibit R-3) . .

7.

When the-van returned to the Center at 7:40 a.m., Ms. Vann exited t}ie vehicle and peered

into the van's windows. She did not physically check each row of seats or under the seats as is

required by Respondent's rules and regulations: The driver did not complete a check of the

vehicle at all. Additionally, no other staff member completed a second check of the vehicle as

required by Respondent's rules and regulations. (Testimony of Smith; Testimony of McNair;

Exhibits R-1, R-3)

~~

At one point, the driver exited the vehicle briefly, then returned and sat in the vehicle for

approximately 30 minutes listening to music, unaware that Ms. Lea's daughter was asleep in the

Z Typically, A.M.'s brothers enter the van before she does. The three of them sit in the last row of seats. On this
day, A.M. recalled that her brothers moved to the front of the van prior to arriving at the elementary school. It is
unclear whether her two brothers, ages 8 and 9, realized that their sister did not exit the vehicle.

Page 3 of 9



rear of the van. (Testimony'of Smith; Testimony of Ikuadi; Testimony of McNair)

The driver subsequently left the van to get something to eat. A short while later, no more

than 30 minutes later, another employee, Kerri Bostick, arrived and heard a noise that sounded

like children screaming.3 At first she thought she was hearing children playing. Then, when she

walked past the Center's vehicle, she saw Ms. Lea's daughter banging on the window of the van

with both hands and calling for her mother. A.M. had gotten hot in -the vehicle .and wasn't able

to open the door. Ms. Bostick observed that: A.M. was crying and looked scazed. She also

noticed that A.M: was sweating. She let the child out of the van and entered the facility with her.

The facility staff then transported her to school. The faciIity's owner and director;: U..lo Obaciiaru,

called Ms, Lea at appzoxzmately 9:00 a.m: to apologize- for the incident and to :ensure Ms, .Lea.

that sucfi ari incident.would.hever happen again. TYie:.driver also. apologized to IVIs Lea.-after she

returned:to the facility after her_ youngest child's eye doctor appoiintment: Although_A:NI: did not

suffer any lasting _physical injuries, her health :and welfare were placed in significant danger:

(Testimony of. A.M.; Testimony of Smith; Testimony o~ Lea; Testimony of Bostick;, Testimony

of McNair; Testimony bf Ikuadi; Exhibit R-5)

10.

The Center staff did not properly use a passenger transportation checklist to account for

the children transported.` For example, the Center's staff marked children. as either entering or

exiting the bus prior to them actually doing so. Additionally, on the day in question, the staff

member who completed the "first check," did not comply with the applicable regulations in that

she only peered into the window of the van, but did not physically check each row and under the

3 Ms. Bostick recalls that she arrived at the Center around 8:30 a.m. on August 22, 2013. (Testimony of Bostick)
A passenger transportation checklist in a format provided by Respondent on its website, or another format

approved by Respondent, must be used to account for each child during transportation. Ga. Comp. R. and Regs.
591-1-1-36(6)(c).
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seats. Furthermore, the staff did not ensure that another staff member performed a second check.

(Testimony of Lea; Testimony of Smith; Testimony of McNair)

On the same day of the incident, the- child's mother's cousin called Respondent and

reported what had occurred. Specifically, it was alleged that Petitioner left a child in a vehicle

unsupervised for one hour. The Department classified the incident as a Category 1 violation,

meaning the severity of the allegation- required .immediate. attention. Category 1 violations

include allegations that a child has been left in a vehicle, a child has. been-lost outside.the facility,

or a child is severely injured. (Testimony of Smith;. Tesrimony of McNair)

12:

The Department assigned Tahishe Smith; . a consultant with the Department's complaint

unit; to investigate the incident. On August 23; 2013; the. day after the incident was reported,. lVls:

Smith visited the facility. She arrived at apprvximafely 8:45 a.m. to conduct the investigation.

{Testimony of Smith) Thaf .morning, Ms. Lea chose. to .complete the second check of the

facility's vehicle to ensure no child was. on::the lius. Typically, .Rafaela Camacho, .the other

Assistant Director, .was responsible for completing the second vehicle check in the mornings.

(Testimony of Lea; Exhibit .R-3)

13.

When Ms. Smith first arrived, Ms. Obadiaru was not present. The Center staff called her

and Ms. Smith was able to tell her about the complaint that had been filed. Ms. Obadiaru

subsequently arrived at the facility. (Testimony of Smith)

14.

As part of her investigation, Ms. Smith interviewed 9 staff members. She also revie~~ed

video coverage captured by the Center's security cameras of the events that took place the
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morning of August 22. Finally, Ms. Smith requested several transportation documents that the

facility is required to maintain. The Center's owner fully cooperated with all requests.

(Testimony of Smith; Exhibits R-I, R-3, R-4)

15.

A review of the transportation documentation maintained by the facility revealed that, at

times, the Center's vehicle transported at least 16 children even though the vehicle only has 15

restraints for the children riding in the passenger portion of the van:5 Therefore, at least one

child was transported without a proper restraint. (Testimony of Smith; .Testimony of McNair;

Testimony of Rickia Vann, Center employee; Exhibits R-2, R-3, R-4)

16.

Additionally, although the 'Transportation Log was received Friday morning;. the. form

indicated'.- that all' of the children had .already been. ,loaded and unloaded for' the. aftemgon

suggesting that fhe form _had: been completed prior to the actual events occurring; iri vi9lation of

Respondent's rules and regulations. It also suggests that the staff was not properly checking

children as they entered and exited the van. - This- is further evidenced by the fact that the form

shows that A.M. was unloaded from the bus during the August 22 morning drop-off at Edmons

Elementary School even though she was not. (Testimony of Smith; Exhibit R-3)

17.

On the afternoon of August 23, a group consisting of Respondent's regulatory and legal

staff reviewed all available data regarding the incident and the Center's history. Based on that

review, Respondent determined that the Center's failure to follow transportation rules and

regulations placed the children entrusted to the Center's care in imminent danger. Respondent

decided to issue an Order for Emergency Closure, which it did on Monday, August 26.

5 Ms. Lea confirmed that she is aware of times when the number of passengers has exceeded the number of safety
restraints on the vehicle. (Testimony of Lea)
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Respondent also placed a monitor at the Center to ensure the safety of the children while the

Order for Emergency Closure was pending.6 (Testimony of McNair)

18.

Following the issuance of the .Order for Emergency Closure, Respondent's monitor

observed that the Center was attempting to comply with the applicable transportation rules and

regulations. For example, the monitor observed that the driver and a co-worker completed a

vehicle elieck to ensure no children were on the vehicle. Additionally,. Ms. Obadiaru. checked the

vehicle when all routes had been completed: However; the monitor continued to note concerns.

Specifically, it. was noted _that the Center's staff continued . to .complete the transportation

documentation incorrectly:. The staff did not sign the documentation at the time the :checks

occurred` or when children_ were loaded on and off the bus. .Instead, the staff signed the

documentation at the end of the route. (Testimony of McNair)

ITI. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Department bears the bzu~den of proof in this matter. Ga. Comp. R. & Regs: r. 616-1-

2-.07, The standard of proof is a preponderance of evidence. Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. r. 616-1-2-

.21.

2.

In July 2011, the General Assembly gave the Department's Commissioner the authority

to close an early care and education program on an emergency basis for up to twenty-one days.

Under O.C.G.A. ~ 20-1A-13(c)(]), the Commissioner may order an emergency closure under the

following circumstances:

6 Respondent is authorized to place a monitor at the facility pursuant to O.C.G.A. 20-1A-13(b)(I)(C), upon a finding
that rules and regulations of the department are being violated that threaten the health, safety, or welfare of children
in the program.
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(A) Upon the death of a minor at such program, unless such death was
medically anticipated or no serious rule violations related to the death by
the program were determined by the department; or

(B) Where a child's safety or welfare is in imminent danger.

O.C.G.A. § 2Q-1A-13(c)(1)..Prior to July 2011, the Commissioner's authority in the event of an

immediate threat to the health, safety or welfare of a child was restricted to placing a monitor at

the Center. See O.C.G.A. § 20-1A-13(b).

3.

Hope for Kids Academy, LLC has. failed to comply with the Department's transportation

rules, as follows:

(1) The Center: failed to ensure that all children were. properly supervised at all
times in violation:of Ga; Comp: IR: & Regs: 591-1=1-.32(6);

(2) The Center: failed ~to ensure that a child was not left unattended on a
vehicle, in violation of Ga. Corrip: R & Regs; 591-I'=1-:36(6)(h);

{3) . The Center failed to ensure on multiple occasions that the driver or other
designated person documented each ctuld's entrance` to and exit from the
Center's vehicle;: in violation: of Ga. Comp: R. & Regs. .59.1-1-1-

-3 6~6)(~)~3)~

(4) The. Center failed to ensure on multiple occasions that thorough vehicle
checks by the driver and another designated staff member occurred after
children were unloaded from the vehicle, in violation of Ga. Comp. R. &

~ Regs. 591-1-1-.36(6)(4)(1);

(5) The Center failed to ensure that the number of children being transported
did not exceed -the manufacturer's rated seating capacity for the vehicle in
violation of Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 591-1-1-.36(2)(fl(2); and

(6) The Center failed to ensure that-all children transported in the Center's
vehicle were secured in a child passenger restraining system or safety belt
in violation of Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 591-1-1-.36(2)0(1).

The Department proved, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the safety and welfare

of children at Hope for Kids Academy, LLC are in imminent danger within the meaning of
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O.C.G.A. § 20-1A-13(c)(1)(B). The Court's determination is based on the following

considerations:

(1) The serious and potentially fatal consequences to a child if the incident
that occurred on August 22, 2013, is repeated;

(2) The . Center's continuous failure to properly complete required
transportation documentation, even after the August 22, 2013 incident and
during Bright from the Start's investigation of the Center's transportation
procedures;

(3) The Center's failure to properly res#rain children while being transported;
and

(4} -The serious and numerous rule violations stemming from- the Center's
failure to abide by Bright from the Start transpoirtation and supervision
rules.

Accordingly, the Commissioner is authorized fo order the emergency closure of Hope for

Kids,Y Academy; .LLG for. up to twenty-one days; pursuant to:;O CG A ,§ 20-1A-13(c)(l)

Outing that time the Center can. make the necessary changes iecommended•.at ttie hearing, such

as sf~ng changes; to ensure that the violations noted above.will nofibe repeated.

IV. DECrsiorr :_

In accordance with the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of La~v, the Order for

Intended Emergency Closure is hereby AFFIRMED.

SO ORDERED, this 4~h day of September, 2013.

-.~~

Ana Kennedy..~~;~~~,
Adminisfra#i~e~Law Judge
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