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Beyond the Rule

A Path to Quality Care

Each issue of The Quality Connection  will focus on one classroom component and will identify
connections between requirements and expectations of DECAL's various divisions and what impact
each one has on classroom practices around the specific component. The Quality Connection  will
illustrate how all DECAL programs are part of a quality continuum and are designed to work together
towards continuous quality improvement.

This issue will focus on the importance of language experiences.

The following chart shows the progression of fundamental practices found in Child Care Licensing
rules, to practices utilized in Quality Rated and preschool-specific practices found in Georgia's Pre-K.
Strategies for Inclusion and Behavior Support should be embedded throughout all levels of quality
practices.

Language Experiences - Facts to Remember



Caregivers and teachers can create a language rich environment by providing many
and varied materials in the classroom and encouraging children to express their
thoughts and ideas as they participate in routines and activities. By naming objects,

feelings, and actions, caregivers expand vocabulary for even the very youngest children. Asking open-
ended questions and listening to a child’s response, allows children to express themselves, and
promotes conversation.

When a caregiver responds to an infant’s cooing and babbling, they send the message that what the
child has to say is important. When a caregiver engages in pretend play with toddlers and preschool
children, they encourage creative expression, and when they ask questions that promote deeper
thinking, children begin to develop problem solving skills. Back and forth conversations with children
of any age, enrich the learning environment by providing meaning to activities and deepen
relationships between children and caregivers. 

Ensure all children are included in the classroom by utilizing a variety of communication methods,
including sign language, assistive technology, picture boards, Frequency Modulation (FM) systems for
hearing aids, translators, other languages, etc. Communicating with children and families in their
native language and through methods other than verbal communication when needed, improves
experiences for everyone. 

How do language experiences connect to child development
and the classroom environment?

How can spaces and materials be used in the learning
environment to encourage language development?



Additional information and resources

Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning/Quality Rated
http://qualityrated.org/
CAPS Quality Rated Deadline:
https://caps.decal.ga.gov/en/CAPSQualityRatedDeadline
For Provider assistance/inquiries regarding children's behavior, please contact
the Inclusion and Behavior Support Specialist Helpline at: 1-833-354-4357 or
email inclusion@decal.ga.gov
For additional language and literacy information, please access the following
links:

Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards (GELDS) -
http://www.gelds.decal.ga.gov/
C ​ox Campus Language and Literacy Online Training -
https://app.coxcampus.org/courses/categories
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