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STABLE 4ward Guidance 

Georgia’s child care stabilization program, STABLE 4ward, will begin accepting applications  from 

12:01 a.m. on October 17, 2022 through 6:00 p.m. on November 1, 2022. DECAL recognizes the 

critical role that child care plays in supporting children, families, businesses, and the economy as 

a whole. The purpose of STABLE 4ward is to respond to the urgent need to stabilize the child care 

sector in Georgia. Funded by supplemental Child Care Development Block Grant funds through 

the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), this opportunity is intended to help stabilize the cost of 

maintaining child care programs by supporting the child care workforce, reducing the financial 

burden of child care for families and ensuring a safe and healthy environment. 

 

Section 1: Provider Types the May Apply 

 

The STABLE application will be available for programs who have not previously applied for STABLE 

4ward and are in the following categories because they have met all Office of Child Care health 

and safety requirements as of the date of their application submission. 

• Licensed Child Care Learning Centers 

• Licensed Family Child Care Learning Homes 

• Child Care Learning Centers that have been issued a Temporary License and have had an 

Initial Licensing Visit 

• Family Child Care Learning Homes that have been issued a Temporary License and have 

had an Initial Licensing Visit 

• Licensed child care partners for Head Start and/or Early Head Start grantees that are in 

the categories above 

 

Programs in the following categories are NOT able to apply for STABLE. 

• Providers who have previously applied for STABLE 4ward 

• Licensed-exempt programs 

• Child Care Learning Centers that have been issued a Temporary License without an Initial 

Licensing Visit 

• Family Child Care Learning Homes that have been issued a Temporary License without an 

Initial Licensing Visit 

• Providers with a ‘Pending’ status and an initial application 

• Providers with a ‘Pending’ status and has a Permit 

• Providers with a ‘Pending Closed’ status 

• Providers with a ‘Pending’ Change of Location application 

• Providers with a ‘Revocation Pending’ status 

• Informal Providers 
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• Support Centers 

• Head Start grantees 

• Early Head Start grantees 

 

Section 2: General Application Information 

 

1. Accessing the Application: Providers may access their application for each site when logging into 

their DECAL KOALA self-service account. The application will be available beginning at 12:01 a.m. 

on October 17, 2022 and will remain visible until the application closes at 6:00 p.m. on November 

1, 2022. 

a) Select the green “Apply for STABLE 4ward” button to enter the application . 

b) This link will remain visible even after successfully submitting an application in order to 

allow programs to edit and resubmit their application as needed until the deadline. 

c) Once started, the application cannot be saved until it is submitted. 

 

 

2. Confirming the Operational Details of the Program: The first step of the application is 

confirming certain detail about the program applying for the application. 

a) Select the appropriate answer for each of the questions related to Head Start and Early 

Head Start 

1. Are you currently a Head Start or Early Head Start grantee?  

• Head Start and Early Head Start grantees are not allowed to receive 

funding from STABLE 4ward even though many have a child care license. 

If a grantee enters the application, once they select “Yes”, they will be 

directed out of the application. All non-grantees must select “No” 

2. Is your program location currently a child care partner to a Head Start or Early 

Head Start grantee? 

• Licensed child care providers that are partner sites for Head Start and 

Early Head Start are able to apply and receive funding but must use an 

alternative application to do so in order to account for funding received 
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by their partnership. Partnership sites must select “Yes”, and all other 

programs must select “No”. 

 

3. Do you operate your program primarily as an after school program? 

• For child care programs that operate primarily as an after school 

program, we will use an equivalent per child amount for school age 

children based on a 2-star Quality Rated center in metro Atlanta. 

The amount that will be used for your STABLE 4ward funding is a 

cost per child of $55.  
4. Email Address for STABLE Communications 

• All applicants must enter the email address they wish to use for all STABLE 

communications. 

 

5. Non-traditional Time Periods 

• Child care programs that have their license set up appropriately to 

operate before 6:00 a.m. and after 7:00 p.m. and/or on Saturday or 

Sunday will see an additional set of selections. Providers that are actually 

providing care during any of the times shown are able to select one or 

more that apply to their program. Doing so will mean an enhancement 

will be applied to the total estimated funding amount to account for the 

increased cost of operations. 
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3. Requirements for Federal Reporting Compliance: Programs that apply must select the 

appropriate details related to the director of the program applying for STABLE 4ward. 

 

 

4. Enter the Required Attendance Information: To provide STABLE 4ward funding in a manner that 

accounts for how each provider is operating today relative to their pre-pandemic operations, each 

applicant must enter their recent attendance in the application. Please enter the total attendance 

for the month of September 2022 (if you were not granted permission to operate in September 

of 2022, use October 2022 attendance from the date of PTO to the application date). Providers 

should enter the attendance count by age based on the age categories on the table.  Do not count 

children that attend your program for free. 

a) For Total Attendance, providers must count all children that meet ONE of the following 

criteria and enter the count of children by the child’s age : 

1. The child attended the program in person for care, for any length of time, 

between 6:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on any Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday, or Friday during the month. Do not count children that attended 

outside of these times and days. 

2. You, the child care provider, billed for and received payment for an ABSENT 

CHILD with an active CAPS scholarship for any service week beginning in January 

of 2022 (or February if applicable), in accordance with the CAPS Emergency 

Payment Policies Waiver. 

• TIP: Take a list of all children enrolled through private pay, GA-Pre-K or 

CAPS in your program since September 1, 2022. First, count each of 

children that attended, for any length of time, in person from September 

1 through September 30 (or October if applicable) based on the criteria 

above in number 1. Second, for any of the children that did not attend, 

ALSO count any of these children that your program received a CAPS 

payment for any week of care in September of 2022 (or October if 

applicable). These are the children you should include when you 

complete your attendance for the application. 
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b) Using the Age Categories for the Attendance Table 

1. We are asking you to use the actual age in September of 2022 (or October if 

applicable) of the child and not the type of classroom they are in. 

2. If a child has a birthday during the month, use the age they were for most of the 

month. 

3. A provider may not see all age groups in their application if they are not licensed 

to care for those ages. Please contact your child care consultant if all applicable 

age groups are not visible but should be. 

Age Category Description of Age Category 

Under 1 year • Children under the age of 1 

• Cannot be used for Georgia’s Pre-K Attendance 

1 year • Children age 1 but less than age 2 

• Cannot be used for Georgia’s Pre-K Attendance 

2 years • Children age 2 but less than age 3 

• Cannot be used for Georgia’s Pre-K Attendance 

3 years • Children age 3 but less than age 4 

• Cannot be used for Georgia’s Pre-K Attendance 

4 years • Children age 4 but less than age 5 
• Can be used for Georgia’s Pre-K Attendance 

• This is also for children that are cared for 
before or after school but attend pre-k at 
another location. 

5 years (pre-k only) • Children age 5 but less than 6 that are not in 
kindergarten 

• This is for children who are in any pre-
kindergarten setting such as a Georgia’s Pre-K 
Program classroom, a Head Start Pre-
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Kindergarten classroom, or a private-pay Pre-
Kindergarten classroom 

• This is also for children that are cared for 
before or after school but attend pre-k at 
another location. 

• ATTENTION Family Child Care Learning Home 
providers 

o This age category will not appear to 
you and you should place all children 
that are age 5 in the age category “5 
years & older” for the purpose of 
completing the application. 

5 years & older (kindergarten & up) • Children age 5 and over that are school age (k-
12) and cared is provided before or after school 

• Cannot be used for HS/EHS Enrollment 
• Cannot be used for Georgia’s Pre-K 

Total • This is a calculated field and not an entry field 

• This field calculates the sum of attendance for 
each column for all age categories. 

 

c) Partner programs for Head Start and Early Head Start will complete their Total Attendance 

for all children based on the directions above first and then will enter the number of 

children reported on their Head Start and/or Early Head Start roster included in the Total 

Attendance. 

 

 

5. Application Affirmations for Programs 

A: First, each applicant will have to agree to meet each of the STABLE Affirmations of Compliance 

by checking each associated box. Second, each applicant will have to select an answer to the 
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Affirmation of Operating Cost question. If the answer selected is “No”, please add comments to 

help us understand why $240 per child is not an adequate amount. Finally, please check the 

acknowledgement and enter your name for the affirmation section to be completed. 

 

 

B: First, each applicant will have to agree to meet each of the STABLE Affirmations of Compliance 

by checking each associated box. Second, each applicant will have to select an answer to the 

Affirmation of Operating Cost question. If the answer selected is “No”, please add comments to 

help us understand why $55 per child is not an adequate amount. Finally, please check the 

acknowledgement and enter your name for the affirmation section to be completed.  

 

 

 

1. Estimated Grant Award: Applicants will be presented with their estimated grant award based on 

their application information. The amount shown is not the approved amount. Once all 
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applications are submitted and reviewed, the Total Approved Grant Amount will be sent along 

with an approval summary to the email address provided.  

 

 

2. Enter the Budget Allocation for the STABLE 4ward Funds: All applicants must complete a budget 

allocation to account for 100% of how they intend to use the funds. The budget allocation for 

STABLE 4ward includes 4 categories: Workforce Supports, Tuition Relief for Families, and 

Operational Supplies Materials, and Food. 

A. The only limitation for the budget allocation is that no more than 30% of the total budget 

can be allocated to the Facilities Costs and Operational Supplies, Materials, and Food 

categories. 

B. 100% can be applied to Workforce Supports and Tuition Relief for Families.  
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3. Read, Accept the Terms of the Application and Agreement, and Submit: All applicants must 

acknowledge the terms of for STABLE 4ward. Those terms are shown on the following page. Then 

enter the applicant’s name as an electronic signature and select “Submit”. If any errors occur, the 

applicant will be directed to a summary identifying the errors to correct. If the submission is 

successful, the applicant will see a message in green (below) confirming the receipt of the 

application by DECAL. 

A. An email will be sent to the email address provided in the application.  
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Section 3: Calculating the Total Estimated Grant Amount 

1. Basis of the Methodology: STABLE 4ward funding is based on a methodology that attempts to 

provide funding in a way that balances two priorities. The first priority is to acknowledge that all 

programs, regardless of their current attendance, have been impacted and ensuring that all 

programs that apply are awarded funds to help address their needs and the goals of the of the 

law. The second priority is to recognize that not all programs have been impacted to the same 

degree by the pandemic and attempt to award funds in a way to also address each program’s 

individual impact. 

a. Statewide Impact to Provider Attendance: To provide stabilization funds, it is important 

to attempt to understand the degree to which program attendance has dropped relative 

to pre-pandemic attendance. The assumption is that, in general, some families are 

deciding not to seek child care and more families cannot access child care due to the 

pandemic. Fewer families enrolling and attending means reduced revenue to child care 

programs. The result is that programs must cut cost and therefore reduce their capacity 

to serve the number of families they may have been able to serve prior to the pandemic. 

DECAL has attempted to address this impact where possible by continuing to pay for CAPS 

scholarships even when the child was absent and ensuring continuing to fund as many 

Georgia Pre-K classrooms as possible. Stabilization funds allow DECAL to add an additional 

layer of support to address need that cannot be addressed by the other strategies. To 

provide stabilization, it is necessary attempt to understand how providers have been 

impacted by reduced attendance. There is no perfect data source but there are two data 

sources that help. 

i. STABLE Data: Data from the first two rounds to STABLE is helpful. STABLE 2 

measured an average of a 25% drop in attendance in October 2020 compared to 

February 2020 (pre-pandemic). 

ii. CAPS Emergency Payment Data: Data from the CAPS Emergency Payment 

Policies Waiver changes allows DECAL to know the number of children that are 

eligible to be in care but are remaining absent. That data tells us that in the spring 

of 2020, 57% of children were absent and by October of 2020, 30% of children 

were absent. The CAPS data tells us that by May of 2020, 18% of children were 

absent and that number has remained at 18% on average each week. The CAPS 

data is used to establish the base funding for STABLE 4ward. 

b. Base Funding: To address the first priority, each program that applies and is approved, 

will receive a base funding amount no matter what their current circumstances are today. 

The intent of the base funding is to acknowledge the statewide impact to our early 

learning and education system and ensure a minimum level of funding to all STABLE 

4ward recipients. Base funding will be calculated by estimating the pre-pandemic 

attendance for all programs and calculating the cost of an 18% decline and funding the 

equivalent of 6 months of funding (12 months for FCCLH), at a rate of $240 per child per 

week ($55 if applicable). 
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i. Example: For a program with an estimated pre-pandemic attendance of 100, the 

based funding would assume an 18% loss, or an 18-child loss. The base funding 

will fund the equivalent of $240 per child ($55 if applicable) for 18 children per 

week for 26 weeks (6 months). 

c. Impact Funding: To address the second priority, each CCLC program that applies and is 

approved, may also receive additional funding above the base funding amount. The 

application will measure the impact based on estimated pre-pandemic and the current 

attendance included in the application. If the current attendance is less than the estimate 

pre-pandemic attendance it means that the program is still being impacted by reduced 

attendance due to the pandemic. STABLE 4ward will fund that difference with the impact 

funding. 

i. Example: For a program with an estimated pre-pandemic attendance of 100, if 

that program application shows a current attendance of 90 children it means that 

the program is still operating with 10 fewer children than before the pandemic. 

The impact funding will fund the equivalent of $240 per child ($55 if applicable) 

for those ten children per week for 26 weeks (6 months) in addition to the base 

funding. If a program has an attendance at or above the estimate pre-pandemic 

attendance, they will not receive additional impact funding. 

2. Family Child Care Learning Homes (FCCLH): For family child care learning homes, STABLE 4ward 

will fund their award using only a modified version of the base funding and doing so for 12 months. 

For programs with a capacity of 4 or less, STABLE 4ward will fund the equivalent of 1 child at a 

rate of $240 per week for 52 weeks (1 year). For programs with a capacity of 5-6, STABLE 4ward 

will fund the equivalent of 2 children at a rate of $240 per week for 52 weeks (1 year). This  

approach simplifies the calculation for family providers and ultimately works to the advantage for 

over 98% of FCCLH programs based on the data available to DECAL. Given the limited capacity of 

FCCLH, using both the base funding and impact funding methods would have resulted in very low 

funding levels to these programs. 

3. Child Care Learning Center (CCLC): For child care learning centers, STABLE 4ward will use the 

based funding and the impact funding methods to determine the total amount of funding. Pre-

pandemic attendance will be estimated for all CCLC programs by DECAL for purposes of 

determining funding. 

4. Estimating Pre-Pandemic Attendance for All Programs: For STABLE 4ward, it is necessary to 

establish an estimate of pre-pandemic attendance for all applicants. This presents a significant 

challenge because it is necessary to use a consistent way that applies to all providers in a relatively 

equal way. It was determined that the most appropriate way to achieve this was for DEACL to use 

a formula based on each programs total capacity to provide each program with an estimate of 

pre-pandemic attendance to use for calculating their STABLE 4ward award amount.  

a. Pre-Pandemic Attendance Estimate Table: Through data collected by the first two rounds 

of STABLE, trends for how attendance related to capacity became very clear. The 

following table was developed for the third round of STABLE payments and is being used 

to determine pre-pandemic attendance for all programs that apply for STABLE 4ward 
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since it is an accurate way to determine a close approximation of actual pre-pandemic 

attendance for the vast majority of providers. For providers that did not exist prior to the 

pandemic, its treats them like similar sized programs. 

Capacity Group 
Number  

 

Program Capacity 
Range  
 

Attendance to 
Capacity Ratio  
 

Minimum 
Attendance 
Applied  

Maximum 
Attendance 
Allowed  

1 01-25 100% 1 25 

2 26-50 90% 25 45 

3 51-100 85% 45 85 
4 101-200 80% 85 160 

5 201+ 75% 160 350 
 

5. FCCLH Example 1: All programs with a capacity of 4 or less regardless of current attendance. 

Funding is based on $240 for 1 child per week for 52 weeks (1 year).  

a. 1 (child) x $240 (rate) x 52 weeks = $12,480 

b. Number of monthly payments for STABLE 4ward, round 1 is 23 months. 

i. Each round will use the same method but prorate based on fewer available 

monthly payments. 

c. $12,480 / 23 (months) = $543 for each monthly payment 

i. We must round to whole dollars for monthly payments 

d. Recipient will receive $543 a month for 11 months and a total of $5,973 for STABLE 

4ward. 

 

6. FCCLH Example 2: All programs with a capacity of 5-6 regardless of current attendance. Funding 

is based on $240 for 2 children per week for 52 weeks (1 year).  

a. 2 (children) x $240 (rate) x 52 weeks = $24,960 

b. Number of monthly payments for STABLE 4ward, round 1 is 23 months. 

i. Each round will use the same method but prorate based on fewer available 

monthly payments. 

c. $24,960 / 23 (months) = $1,085 for each monthly payment 

i. We must round to whole dollars for monthly payments 

d. Recipient will receive $1,085 a month for 11 months and a total of $11,935 for STABLE 

4ward. 

 

7. CCLC Example 1: Child care learning center with a capacity of 12 and submits a current total 

attendance of 9. 

a. Pre-pandemic attendance is estimated by using the table. 

i. With a capacity of 12 the center is in Capacity Group 1 and that means an 

Attendance to Capacity Ration of 100% is applied. 

ii. 12 x 100% = 12 children for pre-pandemic attendance 
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b. Base Funding will fund an 18% loss of 12. 

i. 12 (pre-pandemic estimate) x 18% (statewide impact) = 2 child loss 

ii. 2 (children) x $240 (rate) x 26 weeks (6 months) = $12,480 base funding 

c. Impact funding will fund the loss of 3 children based on the 9 children submitted in the 

application in addition to the base funding 

i. 12 (pre-pandemic estimate) – 9 (current attendance) = 3 child loss (impact) 

ii. 3 (children) x $240 (rate) x 26 weeks (6 months) = $18,720 impact funding 

d. $12,480 (base funding) + $18,720 (impact funding) = $31,200 

e. Number of monthly payments for STABLE 4ward, round 1 is 23 months. 

i. Each round will use the same method but prorate based on fewer available 

monthly payments. 

f. $31,200 / 23 (months) = $1,357 for each monthly payment 

i. We must round to whole dollars for monthly payments 

g. Recipient will receive $1,357 a month for 11 months and a total of $14,927 for STABLE 

4ward. 

 

8. CCLC Example 2: Child care learning center with a capacity of 41 and submits a current total 

attendance of 29. 

a. Pre-pandemic attendance is estimated by using the table. 

i. With a capacity of 41 the center is in Capacity Group 2 and that means an 

Attendance to Capacity Ration of 90% is applied. 

ii. 41 x 90% = 37 children for pre-pandemic attendance 

b. Base Funding will fund an 18% loss of 37. 

i. 37 (pre-pandemic estimate) x 18% (statewide impact) = 7 child loss 

ii. 7 (children) x $240 (rate) x 26 weeks (6 months) = $43,680 base funding 

c. Impact funding will fund the loss of 8 children based on the 29 children submitted in the 

application in addition to the base funding 

i. 37 (pre-pandemic estimate) – 29 (current attendance) = 8 child loss (impact) 

ii. 8 (children) x $240 (rate) x 26 weeks (6 months) = $49,920 impact funding 

d. $43,680 (base funding) + $49,920 (impact funding) = $93,600 

e. Number of monthly payments for STABLE 4ward, 1 is 23 months. 

i. Each round will use the same method but prorate based on fewer available 

monthly payments. 

f. $93,600 / 23 (months) = $4,070 for each monthly payment 

i. We must round to whole dollars for monthly payments 

g. Recipient will receive $4,070 a month for 11 months and a total of $44,770 for STABLE 

4ward. 

 

9. CCLC Example 3: Child care learning center with a capacity of 65 and submits a current total 

attendance of 47. This provider also selected they provide care before 6:00 a.m. and after 7:00 

p.m. based on their license. 



 

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE, Suite 754, East Tower, Atlanta, GA 30334 

15 
STABLE 4ward Application Guidance Version 4, October 17, 2022 

a. Pre-pandemic attendance is estimated by using the table. 

i. With a capacity of 65 the center is in Capacity Group 3 and that means an 

Attendance to Capacity Ration of 85% is applied. 

ii. 65 x 85% = 55 children for pre-pandemic attendance 

b. Base Funding will fund an 18% loss of 55. 

i. 55 (pre-pandemic estimate) x 18% (statewide impact) = 10 child loss 

ii. 10 (children) x $240 (rate) x 26 weeks (6 months) = $62,400 base funding 

c. Impact funding will fund the loss of 8 children based on the 47 children submitted in the 

application in addition to the base funding 

i. 55 (pre-pandemic estimate) – 47 (current attendance) = 8 child loss (impact) 

ii. 8 (children) x $240 (rate) x 26 weeks (6 months) = $49,920 impact funding 

d. $62,400 (base funding) + $49,920 (impact funding) = $112,320 

e. This provider provides care during non-traditional care hours and will receive a 30% 

enhancement to account for the cost of additional shifts related to providing that care.  

i. $112,320 x 30% = $33,696 

ii. $112,320 + $33,696 = $146,016 

f. Number of monthly payments for STABLE 4ward, round 1 is 23 months. 

i. Each round will use the same method but prorate based on fewer available 

monthly payments. 

g. $146,016 / 23 (months) = $6,349 for each monthly payment 

i. We must round to whole dollars for monthly payments 

h. Recipient will receive $6,349 a month for 11 months and a total of $69,839 for STABLE 

4ward. 

 

10. CCLC Example 4: Child care learning center operating primarily as an after school program, with 

a capacity of 41 and submits a current total attendance of 29. 

a. Pre-pandemic attendance is estimated by using the table. 

i. With a capacity of 41 the center is in Capacity Group 2 and that means an 

Attendance to Capacity Ration of 90% is applied. 

ii. 41 x 90% = 37 children for pre-pandemic attendance 

b. Base Funding will fund an 18% loss of 37. 

i. 37 (pre-pandemic estimate) x 18% (statewide impact) = 7 child loss 

ii. 7 (children) x $55 (rate) x 26 weeks (6 months) = $10,010 base funding 

c. Impact funding will fund the loss of 8 children based on the 29 children submitted in the 

application in addition to the base funding 

i. 37 (pre-pandemic estimate) – 29 (current attendance) = 8 child loss (impact) 

ii. 8 (children) x $55 (rate) x 26 weeks (6 months) = $11,440 impact funding 

d. $10,010 (base funding) + $11,440 (impact funding) = $21,450 

e. Number of monthly payments for STABLE 4ward, round 1 is 23 months. 

i. Each round will use the same method but prorate based on fewer available 

monthly payments. 
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f. $21,450 / 23 (months) = $933 for each monthly payment 

i. We must round to whole dollars for monthly payments 

g. Recipient will receive $933 a month for 11 months and a total of $10,263 for STABLE 

4ward. 

Section 4: Budgeting and Using STABLE 4ward Funds 

1. ARPA made stabilization the broad goal of the funding, however the Act also clearly prioritizes 

specific areas of provider operations and those are: wages and benefits of child care employees, 

tuition relief to families, and adhering to CDC guidelines to ensure health and safety. To ensure 

those priorities are carried forward with STABLE, recipients will be required to budget and spend 

their funding in the following categories below. 

a. Workforce Support: This category is intended for planned spending related to hiring and 

employing all child care staff. Allowable costs include but are not limited to salary and 

wages, health insurance benefits, life insurance benefits, flexible benefits such as dental 

or vision, the providers portion of federal and state taxes and withholdings, overtime 

wages, overtime bonuses, retention bonuses, referral bonuses, sign-on bonuses, 

vacation/holiday pay, and any other costs associated with hiring and employing staff. This 

category is also intended for planned spending on costs associated with employing 

substitute teachers, training, professional development, and mental health support for 

staff. 

b. Relief for Families: This category is intended for planned spending that would be as a 

result of providing tuition relief and mental health support for families that are paying to 

maintain their child care slot at a program. Rather than an actual expense, this would 

likely be done by offering discounts or credits to families. Providers must document how 

they distribute funds for this category and will have to be able to show proof supporting 

this type of spending in the event of a STABLE audit. 

c. Facilities Cost: This category is intended for planned spending related to the costs 

necessary to maintain the program’s facility. Allowable costs include but are not limited 

to lease payments, mortgage payments, building insurance, utilities, and facility 

maintenance. STABLE funds can be used for improvements to existing space but cannot 

be used for major construction or major renovation. Construction means the erection of 

a facility or space that does not currently exist. Major renovation means: (1) structural 

changes to the foundation, roof, floor, exterior or load-bearing walls of a facility, or the 

extension of a facility to increase its floor area; or (2) extensive alteration of a facility such 

as to significantly change its function and purpose, even if such renovation does not 

include any structural change. 

d. Operational Supplies, Materials, and Food: This category is intended for planned 

spending related to ensuring that all programs can provide quality nutrition and that 

classrooms are safe, healthy, and nurturing educational spaces. Allowable costs include 

food services that are not reimbursed through another public funding stream such as the 

USDA Child and Adult Care Food Program, USDA Summer Nutrition Program, or Georgia’s 
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Pre-K. Allowable supplies and materials costs include but are not limited to typical 

materials and supplies for classroom environments for all ages, furniture, books, art 

supplies, blocks and accessories, curriculum, as well as instructional technology. This 

category is also intended for planned spending related to the additional costs that may 

be incurred due to adhering to CDC guidance related to group size and space to prevent 

the spread of COVID 19. Allowable costs include but are not limited to cleaning services, 

cleaning supplies, obtaining personal protective equipment, or the costs of measures to 

limit contact between individuals. 

2. When completing the application, applicants will not be allowed to budget more than 30% of their 

eligible funding to the two categories of: Facilities Cost and Operational Supplies, Materials , and 

Food. This will mean that 70% of the eligible funding must be budgeted to the remaining 

categories of: Workforce Support and Tuition Relief for Families. 

3. STABLE recipients must use their stabilization funds for cost incurred in a manner consistent with 

their application budget. That said, providers will have some flexibility relative to the budget they 

submitted in their application. Ultimately, at least 70% of all STABLE funding must be used for 

Workforce Support and Tuition Relief for Families. Regardless of the budgeted percentage for 

these areas, providers will be able to spend funds as they see fit as long as they meet the 70% 

minimum. This mean that if a provider submits a budget of 35% for Workforce Support and 35% 

for Tuition Relief for Families, they can use the funds any way they chose in those two categories 

as long as 70% of all funding is used for those two categories. This means that no more 30% of all 

STABLE funding can be applied to cost for Facilities Cost and Operational Supplies, Mate rials, and 

Food. 

Section 5: Using STABLE 4ward Funds to Improve Program and Classroom Quality 

Whether or not a program is participating in Quality Rated, STABLE 4ward funds provide an 

unprecedented opportunity for programs to focus on improving program and classroom quality. Planning 

strategically for the spending of items budgeted in item 3: Facilities Cost and item 4: Operational Supplies, 

Materials, and Food, would be an appropriate way to address quality improvement.  

What are some things from Item 3: Facilities Costs, that could help me improve the quality of my indoor 

space? 

Use of STABLE 4ward funds to purchase the following equipment/materials to improve the quality of your 

indoor spaces could include: 

• Natural light that can be controlled (blinds/curtains) 

• Ventilation that can be controlled (ceiling fans, vent fans, windows, thermostats accessible to 

classroom staff) 

• Improving building and classroom accessibility (ramps, lever type door handles, buzzer at door, 

appropriate door width, thresholds in doorways) 

• Flooring/carpeting that allows for sound control and is easy to clean 

• Portable sink  

• Water heater   
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• Child-sized sinks and toilets 

• Refrigerator 

• Oven/stove 

What are some things from Item 3: Facilities Costs, that could help me improve the quality of my 

outdoor space? 

Whether or not you participate in Quality Rated you can refer to the handout: ERS Playground Information 

for details on safe, appropriate gross motor spaces. Use of STABLE 4ward funds to purchase the following 

equipment/materials to improve the quality of your outdoor spaces could include: 

• Improvements to outdoor surfacing  

o Adequate resilient surfacing and containment devices as necessary to cover required fall 

zones or poured or installed foam or rubber surfaces, that meet the ASTM F1292 

requirements 

o Hard surfacing to allow for a variety of gross motor activities  

• Structural bollards/barriers to prevent a vehicle from accidentally entering the play space, placed 

along any side of the playground which is within 30 feet of streets or parking lots  

• Fencing/gate-safety that measure at least 48" high 

• Playground shade   

• Playground drainage   

• Storage for outdoor portable equipment 

What are some furnishings from Item 4: Operational Supplies, Materials, and Food, that could help 

me improve the quality of care in my program? 

Use of STABLE 4ward funds to purchase the following furnishings to improve the quality of your indoor 

spaces could include: 

• Child-sized furnishings: chairs and tables (not bucket seat tables), sinks, toilets  

• Items to support children’s self-help skills: steps/stools for sinks and diapering tables 

• Adult-sized comfortable chairs for teachers to use during care 

• Adequate low, open shelving for materials (accessible to age and abilities of children)  

• Spacious cubbies for storage of personal items (1 cubby per child)  

• Soft furnishings that are easy to clean 

• Nap materials: cribs that meet CPSC guidelines, cots, mats 

• Diaper changing tables with 6-inch sides to protect children’s safety 

• Storage cabinets for cleaning supplies 

What are some general classroom play and learning materials from Item 4: Operational Supplies, 

Materials, and Food, that could help me improve the quality of care in my program? 

Materials should be safe, engaging, and age/developmentally appropriate. They should offer a variety of 

skill levels and interests, including math, science, language and writing, block play, dramatic play, books, 

and art. More information on the types of suggested materials that support quality improvement efforts 

can be found in the resources below. 

https://qualityrated.decal.ga.gov/Content/Documents/ERS/AR_Playground_Information_ERS.pdf
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• Quality improvement materials for infant, toddler, and preschool classrooms Materials Guide: 

ITERS-3 and ECERS-3 (ga.gov) 

• Quality improvement materials for family child care learning homes Microsoft PowerPoint - 

FCCERS-3 Materials Guide (ga.gov) 

• Quality improvement materials for School-age programs Materials Guide: SACERS U (ga.gov) 

What are some gross motor materials from Item 4: Operational Supplies, Materials, and Food, that 

could help me improve the quality of care in my program? 

Gross motor materials should be age-appropriate, developmentally appropriate, and encourage children 

to advance and master large muscle skills safely. Look for materials that stimulate a variety of skills. Please 

refer to ERS Playground Information for details on safe, appropriate materials and their use. 

• Stationary equipment: climbing structures, basketball hoops, balance beams, etc.  

• Portable equipment: climbing mats, balls, hula hoops, jump ropes, bikes/trikes, etc.  

What are some gross motor materials from Item 4: Operational Supplies, Materials, and Food, that 

could help me improve the quality of care in my program? 

Gross motor materials should be age-appropriate, developmentally appropriate, and encourage children 

to advance and master large muscle skills safely. Look for materials that stimulate a variety of skills. Please 

refer to ERS Playground Information for details on safe, appropriate materials and their use. 

• Stationary equipment: climbing structures, basketball hoops, balance beams, etc.  

• Portable equipment: climbing mats, balls, hula hoops, jump ropes, bikes/trikes, etc.  

What are some health and safety items and/or services from Item 4: Operational Supplies, Materials, 

and Food, that could help me improve the quality of care in my program? 

• Cleaning services/supplies 

• Pest control services 

• Landscaping services 

• First-aid kits 

• Toothbrushes  

• Hands-free trashcans 

• Hands-free paper towel and soap dispensers 

• Outlet covers, cord covers, safety latches for cabinets and drawers 

• Smoke alarms and batteries, carbon dioxide monitors and batteries, fire extinguishers  

What are some intentional teaching resources from Item 4: Operational Supplies, Materials, and Food, 

that could help me improve the quality of care in my program? 

• Curriculum: Quality Rated does not suggest specific curricula for program improvement; however, 

programs are encouraged to choose a curriculum that is aligned with the Georgia Early Learning 

and Development Standards (GELDS). Information about curricula approved for Georgia Pre-K 

classrooms may be found at http://www.decal.ga.gov/Prek/Curriculum.aspx 

• GELDS resources: These resources are free; however, fulfillment and shipping costs do apply.  

o http://gelds.decal.ga.gov/Resources.aspx  

https://qualityrated.decal.ga.gov/Content/Documents/ITERS3-ECERS3_Materials_Guide-%208-2020.pdf
https://qualityrated.decal.ga.gov/Content/Documents/ITERS3-ECERS3_Materials_Guide-%208-2020.pdf
https://qualityrated.decal.ga.gov/Content/Documents/FCCERS-3_Materials_Guide_8-2021.pdf
https://qualityrated.decal.ga.gov/Content/Documents/FCCERS-3_Materials_Guide_8-2021.pdf
https://qualityrated.decal.ga.gov/Content/Documents/SACERS-U_Materials_Guide-8-2020.pdf
https://qualityrated.decal.ga.gov/Content/Documents/ERS/AR_Playground_Information_ERS.pdf
https://qualityrated.decal.ga.gov/Content/Documents/ERS/AR_Playground_Information_ERS.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/Prek/Curriculum.aspx
http://gelds.decal.ga.gov/Resources.aspx

