UNIT TITLE: GARBAGE/TRASH

BOOK LIST

Garbage Trucks at Work by D.R. Addison (PowerKids Publishing, 2009)

Garbage Trucks by Marlene Brill (First Avenue Editors, 2005)

Garbage Trucks by Mary Lindeen (Bellwether Media, 2009) 

Garbage Trucks by Terri DeGazelle (Capstone Press, 2006)

Grandma Drives a Garbage Truck by Katie Clark (Down East Books, 2006)

Hey That’s Not Trash by Renee Jablow (Little Simon, 2011)

I Stink by Kate Mcmullan (Harper Collins, 2006)

Smash That Trash by David Shannon (Little Simon Publishing, 2009)

Smash, Mash, Crash by Barbara Odanaka (McElery Books, 2006)

Trash Trucks by Daniel Kirk (Troll, 1997)

Trashy Town by Andrea Zimmerman (Harper Collins, 1999)

What Happens to the Trash?  Let’s Read and Find Out by D.J. Ward (Collins, Jan. 2012)

All about Garbage and Recycling 2 DVD set (DIC Entertainment, 2008)

ADDITIONS TO CENTERS
· MATH/MANIPULATIVES
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Turn your counting bears into “trash bears.”   Invite children to give them funny or gross names – “Green Slime” or “Blue Goo.”
Use film canisters for trash cans and have children create their own “trashies” with playdough and wiggly eyes to keep in their cans. 
Create a set of “Oscar the Grouches” to use for counting.  Glue wiggly eyes and yarn eyebrows on green pom-poms and glue inside film canisters.
Or invite children to make their own – who knew Oscar could be purple or orange!
· WRITING CENTER

Add trash-related word cards to your writing center and use recycled paper for drawing and writing. Put together small books with trash can covers and blank paper for children to draw and write about trash.
· SCIENCE CENTER

Place small metal objects inside tubs filled with shredded paper or paper scraps and small plastic items such as marker lids. Children can use magnet wands to separate the magnetic trash from the paper and plastic, just like in the recycling centers.
· DRAMATIC PLAY

Add props for cleaning to dramatic play – a dustpan, broom, mop and bucket. Include a blue work shirt for the custodian’s uniform.  
Place recycling containers in the housekeeping area and encourage children to sort paper and plastic.
· BLOCK CENTER

Add dump trucks, toy people and scraps of paper, plastic lids and other clean trash to the block center. Display photos of a landfill.  Children can build the landfill, then haul and dump the trash.
For an even more authentic experience, add some trucks and trash to your sensory table filled with dirt. The trash can be hauled to the landfill and covered with the dirt.
· ART AREA

Highlight “trash” items used for collage and other projects. Put cardboard tubes, paper and yarn scraps, buttons and other items that are normally thrown away in a single bin with a recycle symbol on the side. Encourage children to visit the bin to get items for their art projects.

Glue items to the sides of a cardboard box to create a large, 3-D class collage.
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LESSON IDEAS

Bury some garbage items (used paper towels, a Styrofoam cup, a banana peel or apple core) in a large tub filled with soil. Place outside where it can get sun and rain. Dig up the items after a few weeks. What happened? 
Estimate, then count or graph how much paper you throw away each day. Pose questions to the children. Can we reduce that amount?  How can we use less paper?  Can we reuse some of it for something else?
Have children search for recycled items in the classroom. How many real and found items are being used rather than having been thrown away as trash? Are there shakers make from plastic water bottles with the instruments?  Are there bottle caps and lids in the math center?   When they find an item, they can record it on their own data sheet or on a large class graph.
Interview the experts. Give children opportunities to hear about trash from a variety of people.  Invite the school custodian to visit and talk about his/her job. Arrange a visit to a recycling center.  Invite the trash collectors to show children how the truck works or visit the class and read a book.
Collect and compare grocery bags – plastic, paper and re-useable. Can they all carry things?  What happens if they get wet?  Which ones can we re-use?  Conduct a survey – have children bring in a grocery bag from home. Make a graph. How many people use paper bags?  Plastic?  Re-useable?
Collect a variety of plastic trash bags.  Look at all the different properties. Some are white, green, black or brown. Some are scented.  There are different thicknesses – some are easy to tear, and some are very strong.  Investigate how they close. Do they tie with handles or a built-in strip? Do you have to use a twist tie?  After you gather the data, ask questions like, “Why do you think bags are different colors?” or “What kind of bag would you need to carry something heavy?”
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Go on a tour around your school and count the number of trash/garbage cans. Take pictures of each one. Talk about shapes and sizes – why are some small and some big?  Why do some have lids?  Why do some have wheels? Pedals? 
Talk to the school custodian. Learn about what kind of trash/garbage is in each kind of can. Who puts it there? (classroom, custodian) How is it is disposed of? (dumpster, curbside pick-up)  
What happens to the trash after it goes in the dumpster?  Children could interview the trash collector or watch a DVD about a landfill.
