
Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
www.decal.ga.gov

Pre-K Budget Update Webinar

April 11, 2016

Susan Adams
Assistant Commissioner 

DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ tǊŜ-K & Instructional Supports

http://www.decal.ga.gov/


Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
www.decal.ga.gov 2

This is the 2nd webinar about the proposed 
budget for FY2017.

If you have not reviewed the 1st webinar, you 
can download it from the DECAL website.

www.decal.gov> Pre-K> Pre-K Updates

You can also download the FY2017 Pre-K Draft 
Rate Chart from same webpage.

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://www.decal.gov/
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http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://decal.ga.gov/prek/prekprogramchanges.aspx
http://decal.ga.gov/prek/prekprogramchanges.aspx
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¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ $36.4 million in 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻǘǘŜǊȅ  ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ tǊŜ-K 
Program.

Proposed budget supports recommendations 
made by the Education Reform Commission:

Increase lead teacher salary 

Increase assistant teacher salary

Provide additional funding for operating and 
benefit costs

http://www.decal.ga.gov/


Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
www.decal.ga.gov 5

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ C¸нлмт tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ .ǳŘƎŜǘ

Increase Lead Teacher salary:
Increase salary base for a four year degree to $26,000
!ŘŘ ŀ Ǉŀȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9/9- $38,400
Implement a new compensation model for teachers 
employed by public and private programs 

3% for each 2 years of Creditable Years of Experience

Increase Assistant Teacher salary:
Increase salary by 11%

Additional 3%increase proposed for all state employees including 
Pre-K Lead and Assistant Teachers:

Lead Teachers- 3% on base salary
Assistant Teachers- 14% total increase

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ C¸нлмт tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ .ǳŘƎŜǘ

Additional lottery funds to increase benefits for 
Pre-Kindergarten lead and assistant teachers and 
provide program providers with the flexibility to 
combine benefits and non-instructional costs as 
needed.

Operating Costs (benefits, classroom materials and 
supplies, administrative and operating costs)

Salary 
Lead Teacher (Base and Supplement)

Assistant Teacher

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Credential

Two Year Degree Salary Lead 21,029.27$   Salary Lead 21,029.27$   Salary Lead 21,029.27$   

Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   

Operating 32,875.12$   Operating 26,282.82$   Operating 23,163.88$   

Total 69,466.05$   Total 62,873.75$   Total 59,754.81$   

Credential

Four Year Degree Salary Lead 26,780.00$   Salary Lead 26,780.00$   Salary Lead 26,780.00$   

Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   

Operating 34,241.50$   Operating 27,649.20$   Operating 24,530.26$   

Total 76,583.16$   Total 69,990.86$   Total 66,871.92$   

Credential

Certified (T4) Salary Lead 35,118.35$   Salary Lead 35,118.35$   Salary Lead 35,118.36$   

Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   

Operating 36,222.69$   Operating 29,630.39$   Operating 30,196.77$   

Total 86,902.70$   Total 80,310.40$   Total 80,876.79$   

Credential

Certified (T5)* Salary Lead 39,552.00$   Salary Lead 39,552.00$   Salary Lead 39,552.00$   

Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   Salary Asst. 15,561.66$   

Operating 37,276.13$   Operating 30,683.83$   Operating 31,715.47$   

Total 92,389.79$   Total 85,797.49$   Total 86,829.13$   

Private Metro Area Private Non-Metro Area Public School

Private Metro Area Private Non-Metro Area Public School

 Preliminary Draft of the 2016-2017 Georgia's Pre-K Annual Rates for 1 Class of 22 Students

Private Metro Area Private Non-Metro Area Public School

Private Metro Area Private Non-Metro Area Public School

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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wŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ΨǇŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎΩ 
reimbursement.

¢ƘŜ ΨǇŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎΩ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ C¸нлмт 
proposed Pre-K budget.

The rate chart itemizes the core costs of the 
program (salary and operating) by the budget 
cost drivers (program type and zone, lead 
teacher credential level).


