Georgia Dept
of Early Care
and Learning

BRIGHT FROM THE START

Brian P. Kemp Amy M. Jacobs
Governor Commissioner

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Media Contact: Reg Griffin
404-656-0239
req.griffin@decal.ga.gov

£1€

DECAL Announces Round Two of POWER Payments

Supplemental Payments of $1,000 For All Eligible Early Learning Professionals
and Staff in Georgia

ATLANTA, Ga., (January 4, 2022) — For the second time in less than a year, the Georgia Department of
Early Care and Learning (DECAL) is awarding $1,000 supplemental payments to all eligible early

learning professionals and staff in Georgia.

“Known as POWER, for Providing Our Workforce Essential Recognition, these payments are a small yet
significant way to recognize the dedication and hard work shown during the COVID-19 pandemic,” said
DECAL Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs. “The early learning workforce always deserves recognition for
the work they perform, but especially with the critical role they have played for the nearly two years of
the pandemic. The dedication and passion of this workforce for children and their families is really
what’s unprecedented.” Commissioner Jacobs said the first round of POWER paid $33,405,000 to

33,405 early learning professionals and staff.

Applications for Round Two of the POWER payments will be open from January 18, 2022, to February
18, 2022. These payments will be funded through the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. POWER
supplemental payments are available to Georgia’s early care and education professionals working in
DECAL licensed child care programs, Department of Defense programs, Early Head Start and Head Start

programs, or Georgia’s Pre-K Program lead teachers and assistant teachers in public schools.
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On Tuesday, January 11, 2022, DECAL will hold webinars to explain the POWER application process.
This will include an explanation of application requirements for new staff and for those who received a
POWER payment in 2021.

The webinar for Child Care Center Programs will be held at 9:00 AM and participants can register here:
https://decal-ga-gogov.zoom.us/webinar/register/\WN_rq9h3h2pTQiOiheVQyPOGw. The webinar for

Family Child Care Learning Homes will be held at 10:30 AM and participants can register here:
https://decal-ga-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Z466hoTxQC6JV0-KOu8xsQ.

A key part of the distribution of payments is the Georgia Professional Development System, known as
GaPDsS, our workforce registry, which can be accessed at https://gapds.decal.ga.gov/. It is imperative that

every eligible employee have a PDS number to receive their payment. Directors should be encouraging
any employee who does not have a profile to register on GaPDS immediately.

DECAL will continue to communicate with the early learning workforce through the website

www.decal.ga.gov, as well as e-mails and social media. You may also e-mail questions or comments to

supplementalpayments@decal.ga.gov.

About DECAL

The Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning is responsible for meeting the child care and early
education needs of Georgia’s children and their families. It administers the nationally recognized
Georgia’s Pre-K Program; licenses child care centers and home-based child care; administers Georgia's
Childcare and Parent Services (CAPS) Program and federal nutrition programs; and manages Quality

Rated, Georgia’s community-powered child care rating system.

The department also houses the Head Start State Collaboration Office, distributes federal funding to
enhance the quality and availability of child care, and works collaboratively with Georgia child care
resource and referral agencies and organizations throughout the state to enhance early care and education.

For more information, go to www.decal.ga.gov.
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