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Welcome and Overview

Nikiesha Neil
CCS – Exemptions Unit Manager
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Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
www.decal.ga.gov 3

Review Exemption Visit Project and the research data 
from Child Trends that informed DECAL on how best to 
support license-exempt programs

Detail the types of monitoring visits scheduled to occur 
at license-exempt programs and what to expect

Review requirements for license-exempt programs based 
on CCDF/CAPS guidelines

Provide an overview of the checklist and health & safety 
indicators

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Exemption Visit Project

Amy Page
CCS – Process & Policy Manager

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Purpose: To gather data about health and safety 
practices in license-exempt programs

Analyze data to inform DECAL on how to best 
support all license-exempt programs

Inform monitoring plans for license-exempt 
programs receiving child care subsidies

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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DECAL identified 492 license-exempt programs 
to participate in the study

DECAL hired consultants to visit the sample of 
license-exempt programs

Child Trends analyzed the data

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Identified 38 basic health and safety practices

Determined % met for each of the 38 practices 

Licensed-exempt and licensed programs

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Exemption
Category

Exemption Category Name
Total Exempt 

Programs 
Total Visits % Visited

EX-1
Government owned and 

operated
728 72 10%

EX-5 Parent’s am/pm out 436 64 15%

EX-6
Half-day Preschool (4 hr 

program/2-6 yrs)
530 64 12%

EX-7 Day camps 947 113 12%

EX-8
Short-term education & 

recreation
185 32 17%

EX-9 On premises/ parents on-site 145 42 29%

EX-10 Instructional/single skill AS 122 18 15%

EX-11 Education specialized services 35 4 11%

EX-12 National nonprofits 134 38 28%

EX-14 Religious/faith-based 70 35 50%

Grand Total 3,332 482 14%

Exemption Categories & Visit Totals

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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For 12 of 38 practices, the % met among 
license-exempt programs was ≥ 90% Examples:

Group size and ratios

Having children’s emergency contact information readily 
available

Hazard-free playground equipment

Procedures in place to transport children safely

Training staff on policies and procedures

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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For 29 of 38 practices, the % met among license-
exempt programs was >75

Examples (76%-89% met):

First aid training

Hazard-free playgrounds

Supervision

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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65% of license-exempt programs had criminal 
background checks on file at the program site

Half or less of the license-exempt programs met 2 
practices related to transportation 

Vehicles in good condition and inspected

Child Passenger Restraints used 

http://www.decal.ga.gov/


Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
www.decal.ga.gov 14

For all 38 practices, the % met among licensed 
programs was ≥ 90% 

For 18 of 38 practices, the % met among 
licensed programs was 100%

For 2 of the 38 practices, there were no 
statistically significant differences between 
licensed and licensed-exempt programs

Premises are free of serious hazards

Outdoor equipment is free of serious hazards

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Project met its goal of providing information to 
guide DECAL in making data-informed decisions 
on how best to monitor and support license-
exempt programs

Information provides a foundation to work from 
in license-exempt programs

Full report available at: 
http://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/Exemptions.aspx

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/Exemptions.aspx
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Nikiesha Neil
CCS – Exemptions Unit Manager

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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CCDF/CAPS Compliance Monitoring
Inspections formally began in June 2017

Categories #1 and #7 receiving CAPS funding only

Annual random sampling

Initial site visit
Application review process

Unlicensed Complaint Investigations
Operating without a license, or exemption

Operating outside of exemption category conditions

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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NOTE

These requirements only apply to programs in 
category 1- Government owned or category 7-
Day Camp that also receive subsidy funding 
through the CAPS program

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Types of License-Exempt Programs Authorized to Receive 
Subsidies:

Governmental Entities
Day Camp Programs

Requirements
Annual Enrollment
CRC Requirements
Monitoring Requirements
Health and Safety Training Requirements
Emergency Preparedness, Response, & Recovery Plan

Reports are required to be posted online for five years after the 
monitoring date.

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Require criminal records checks through DECAL

In addition to a federal fingerprint check, the 
new CCDF regulations require:

National Sex Offender Registry Check

Child Abuse Registry Check

Record checks in states where the applicant has 
resided in the past 5 years

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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All Informal Caregivers and direct care staff at 
license-exempt programs receiving CCDF/CAPS 
subsidies must complete:

Pre-service Health and Safety Orientation Training

First-aid and CPR training 

Training must be completed within 90 days of 
employment  

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Private training vendors such as independent 
trainers and training companies

Classroom based 
Online

Search for available training at:
www.training.decal.ga.gov

Pennsylvania State University’s Better Kid Care 
library
http://extension.psu.edu/youth/betterkidcare/earl
y-care/ccdbg

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://www.training.decal.ga.gov/
http://extension.psu.edu/youth/betterkidcare/early-care/ccdbg
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In addition to the Health & Safety Orientation 
training: 

CAPS policy requires that license-exempt providers 
must complete 10 hours of ongoing health and 
safety training each calendar year thereafter.

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Monitoring of License-Exempt Programs

Shyreeta Hicks
CCS – Exemptions Unit Coordinator

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Inspections for support with health & safety 
standards

Health and safety indicators

Aligned with health and safety standards 

Compliance with exemption category condition(s)

Compliance with local zoning and approval 
authorities

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Following your on-site visit: 

Indicator information and observation comments 
will be entered into a database

Monitoring visit reports for license-exempt 
programs receiving CAPS subsidies will be 
posted online for a period of 5 years

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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A copy of the Health and Safety Standards 
Manual and today’s webinar for license-exempt 
programs can be reviewed at:

http://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/Exemptions.aspx

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/Exemptions.aspx
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DECAL: DECAL CAPS Customer Service
404.657.3434 CAPS.Support@decal.ga.gov

Child Care Services (CCS)
404.657.5562    ChildCareServices@decal.ga.gov

CCS Exemptions
770.293.5977    ccsexemptions@decal.ga.gov

MAXIMUS:  Customer Service Contact Center
1 (877) 755.6522    www.gacaps.com

www.CAPS.DECAL.ga.gov

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
mailto:CAPS.Support@decal.ga.gov
mailto:ChildCareServices@decal.ga.gov
mailto:ccsexemptions@decal.ga.gov
http://www.gacaps.com/

