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DECAL
By the Numbers

Commissioner's Corner
by Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs

Dear Fellow DECALers,

Every year, October is one of my favorite months. But this year, | am
particularly excited about the upcoming month - for the following reasons:

1. I'm going to have an opportunity to meet with you, to share my vision
for the department, and to hear your thoughts, ideas, perspectives,
concerns, etc. | know in the past DECAL has held ALL STAFF meetings
where everyone meets in Atlanta for a day or so. | decided to have two
meetings, instead of bringing all 300+ of us together, to cut down on
travel for many of you and to have smaller groups in which to meet with you.

The staff meeting is not going to be just "talking heads.” We will have lunch together. You will
hear a short report on the findings from the recent economic impact study. I'm going to share my
vision for DECAL for the coming years. We'll hear some program updates. But you will also have
an opportunity to ask me questions and to interact with your peers.

Remember: In the last issue of Decidedly DECAL, | asked you to think about what YOU think it
means when we ask, "Do you think DECAL functions as one department?" | look forward to
hearing your thoughts.

2. We will release the findings of the study we commissioned to determine the impact of the early
care and education industry on the economy of Georgia. The findings of this timely study are




October is Head Start
Awareness Month

incredibly important as they reveal that the industry we support and monitor is a significant
contributor to the state's economic health. Every one of us at DECAL plays a part in helping to
ensure, not just the health and safety of children in out-of-home child care, but also the health,
effectiveness, and success of an entire industry. | think you'll find the results rewarding and
informative.

3. We begin the month by celebrating Georgia's Pre-K Week October 5-9. During this special
week we encourage state, business, and community leaders to visit Pre-K classes and learn about
the value of early childhood education. Governor and Mrs. Deal and | will officially kick off the
week on Monday, October 5. We appreciate Voices for Georgia's Children and the other
organizations and corporations who partner with us to help make this week possible.

4. The weather: | don't know about you, but | welcome a reprieve from the excessive heat and
oppressive humidity of our Georgia summers. | love the cool mornings and mild days.

It won't be long before we're together in Macon and Atlanta. Until then, just know that I continue
to appreciate your commitment to your work, our department, Georgia's children and families, and
the industry that cares for them every day.

Sincerely,

DECAL Priority:

Ensure Health & Safety

New Study Shows 80 Percent of Parents Think Car Seat Registration Cars
Are Important, But Only 42 Percent Return the Card

During National Child Passenger Safety Week September 13-19, Safe Kids Georgia urged parents
and caregivers to make sure their cars seats and booster seats are properly installed, which
reduces the risk of death by as much as 71 percent.

In 2014, more than six million car seats were recalled for a safety defect -- the largest car seat
recall in U.S. history. Yet, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA), fewer than half of those car seats received the necessary repair. The study was created
to understand why so few recalled car seats get repaired and to educate parents about the
importance of recalls.

The research reveals that only 42 percent of parents said they filled out and returned the
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registration card that comes with a new car seat. That means that, on average, six out of 10 parents
risk not hearing about a car seat recall in the most timely and dependable manner -- directly from
the manufacturer. The study surveyed 562 parents of children who use a car seat and collected
responses from 44 parents who participated in an online bulletin board discussion.

"The single best way for parents to learn about a recall is to register their car seat with the
manufacturer. Unfortunately, this important first step doesn't happen nearly enough," said Beverly
Losman, director of Safe Kids Georgia. "During Child Passenger Safety Week, we want to remind
all parents to register their car seats and take action when a recall occurs. This is a cost-free
remedy the manufacturer provides -- and must provide -- to protect your child."”

Safe Kids Georgia strongly urges all parents and caregivers to follow these steps to ensure their
child is protected in a vehicle.

Register Your Car Seat
Options 1: Register online with your car seat manufacturer or at www.safecar.gov/parents. You'll
need the model number and date of manufacture found on the label of your car seat.

Option 2: Fill out and mail in the registration card that came with your car seat. It already includes
your car seat's information. No postage is required.

Find Out If Your Car Seat Is Recalled.
Visit the NHTSA's website at_http://bit.ly/recalledseats and enter your seat's brand name and
model.

Throughout Nation Child Passenger Safety Week, certified child passenger safety technicians
across the metro area and state showed parents and caregivers how to correctly use, install, and
regier their car seats. More information can be found at www.safeki rgia.or week2015.

DECAL Priority:

Increase Quality & Access

Statewide Celebration of Early Learning Draws Influential Group of Leaders,
Sponsors

~Leaders from around the state will show their support for early
childhood education by visiting early learning classrooms as
part of this year's Georgia Pre-K Week Oct. 5-9, 2015.

Launched five years ago, Pre-K Week's support from
government, business, and community leaders grows every year.
This year, the Georgia School Boards Association joins as a
Pre-K Week partner, and Georgia Power, Synovus, and

FETE the cat — pean Scholastic return as corporate sponsors. Additional key
6 A Pl‘e‘k WEE Kk ssjepap:orters include Gov. Nathan Deal and First Lady Sandra
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A Day in the Life
of
Esther Dykes

"Sandra and | believe that engaging Georgia's children and encouraging our educators is essential
to preparing students for future success," said Gov. Deal. "Ensuring that Georgia's youngest
scholars continue to benefit from the Pre-K program is a top priority of my administration. By
making strategic investments in Georgia's Pre-K Program, we hope to provide each student with a
strong learning foundation."

"The support of such influential public and private organizations is a powerful statement about the
value of children's education and learning in the early years," said Emily Pelton, Executive
Director of Voices for Georgia's Children, the child advocacy organization that organizes Pre-K
Week each year, along with its partners. "Investment in early childhood education creates the
foundation necessary for a child to succeed in nearly every phase of life, from learning to read
successfully by third grade to graduating high school and entering the workforce."

During the state's official Pre-K Week Oct. 5-9, hundreds of state, business, and community
leaders will visit Pre-K centers across the state to witness early learning in action and engage
children and educators. Many will read a favorite children's book to young learners. The statewide
celebration, which includes all 159 counties, draws attention to early learning, including Pre-K, a
hallmark program that was pioneered in Georgia 22 years ago.

According to DECAL Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs, "DECAL readily acknowledges that
Georgia Pre-K Week, like the Pre-K program itself, would not be possible without the
unwavering commitment of our public and private partners. We appreciate how more and more
individuals and organizations clearly understand how important quality early education is to the
future of our children and our state.”

Georgia Pre-K Week is developed with the support of Scholastic and DECAL. Joining Voices for
Georgia's Children as partners on Georgia Pre-K Week are Black Child Development Institute
Atlanta, Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy, Georgia Child Care Association, Georgia Early
Education Alliance for Ready Students, Georgia Family Connection Partnership, Georgia
Partnership for Excellence in Education, Georgia Public Library Service, Georgia Vision Project,
Multiple Junior League Chapters, Quality Care for Children, United Way of Greater Atlanta, and
YMCA of Metro Atlanta.
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Governor Nathan Deal and First Lady Sandra Deal Joined DECAL Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs for
the kickoff of last year's Georgia Pre-K Week.

Members of Inaugural Quality Rated Advisory Committee Are Named

The members of DECAL's inaugural Quality Rated Advisory Committee were recently
announced. The committee will guide and foster growth for Quality Rated, Georgia's quality
rating and improvement system (QRIS) for eligible child care programs in the state. Similar to
rating systems for restaurants and hotels, Quality Rated assigns a rating (one star, two star, or
three star) to child care programs that meet quality standards over and above the state licensing
requirements for health and safety.

"I look forward to working with the first Quality Rated Advisory Committee," said DECAL
Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs. "This important committee is composed of representatives from
the Georgia General Assembly, large child care chains, individually owned child care businesses,
family day care homes, for profit and non-profit child care, and child care professional
organizations. Their diverse experiences and perspectives will help Georgia achieve its goal of
100% of eligible child care providers participating in Quality Rated by the end of 2017."

Quality Rated Advisory Committee members will provide direct feedback to DECAL about the
Quality Rated process and will be charged to think innovatively about increasing Quality Rated




awareness and participation. Members of the Quality Rated Advisory Committee serve for a one-
year term.

GAYC Names Technical Assistance
Specialist of the Year

""We Care, Child Care™ Phase Two Offers Scholarships for Future Students

Early childhood education is vital to the success of our children, just as financial planning is
essential to help ensure they are able to continue their education. Path2College 529 and DECAL
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are excited to announce a new partnership called "We Care, Child Care." Through this campaign
and partnership the goal is that together we can reach even more Georgia families to educate them
about the importance of higher education and college savings with the state's college savings plan,
Path2College.

The entire month of July, child care centers throughout the state had a chance in Phase | of the
"We Care, Child Care" Sweepstakes to win one of 60 VISA gift cards valued from $100 to $1,000
to be used for their centers.

On August 1, the second phase of the We Care, Child Care Sweepstakes kicked-off, targeted to
parents and grandparents of child care-age children across the state. Parents, grandparents and
legal guardians (who are 21 years of age or older) have until October 31, 2015 to enter children
born in 2002 or after for a chance to win a $1,529 Path2College 529 Plan contribution. Six
winners across the state will be randomly selected to win.

To enter, parents, grandparents and legal guardians should visit www.WeCare529.com and click
on the We Care, Child Care Sweepstakes button. No is purchase necessary. The sweepstakes is
void where prohibited.
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You know that great idea you
have for our agency?

We cannot read your mind.

That is why DECAL has
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A Child's Campus, Decatur
Pam Aikens, Morrow

Alma's Baby World Developmental

Am Pm Academy, Lawrenceville

Sandy K. Bagley, Daltol

Luisia M. Betts, Austel|

Bright Minds Afterschoal Program

nd Learning Academy, Riverdale
Brinkley's Day Care Center, Barnesville
Broad Acres Day Care Center, Athens
Latronna Bush, Albany
Barbara A. Butler, Forst Park
hildcare Network #10, Columbus
Childcare Network #235, Locust Grove

ldcare Network 239, West Paint
Children's Academy of Hickory Flat, Canton
Linda Clark, Macon

Cornerstone Academy, Lithonia

Lottie M. Davis, Brunswick

Destiny Academy, Atlanta

s AL Dingle, Midway

Easter Seals West Georgia, Inc., Columbus
Olivia Ferreira, Sandy Spring
The Goddard School On Providence Road, Marietta
Nkl L. Harris, Savannah
Ihesha K. Harvey, Acworth
Martina UL, Hirata, Lawrencewvill
Valanta €. Holmes-Harris, Jonesboro

Mary B. Hunt, Thomsor

Infinite Learning Academy, Mableton i

Congratulations to the l‘IEWEStG'QUMITVRMED'Cth care programs!

Kids 'R’ Kids #36, Lawrenceville
Kids World Day Care, Thomasville
Kidz Konnection, Zebulon

Edelina P, Lane, Ellenwood

Legacy Aca

ny for Children, Suwanee

Olubusaye O. Olujuyigbe, Lawrenceville
W I.I.JI'.J."II'-u e -l\.il- i
Phoenix 5chool, Decatur
Betty J. Riddick, Power Springs
Rocksprings Day Care Center, Athens

Sandy's Sandbox, Ma

Savannah's Preschool Prep, Griffin
via Scott, Riverdal
Sheltering Arms - Buford Drive

Center, Lawrenceville

arning Center, Eatonton

Sunbrook Academy at Stockbridge, Stackbridge

The Preschool Academy, Athens

ng Mindz Preschaool Academy

DECAL Priority:

Foster Organizational Excellence
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Board of Early Care and Learning

The Faces of DECAL

New Study Shows Economic Impact of Georgia's Early Care and Education
Industry

The children they serve may be small, but the economic impact of EDUTngIESS']LgﬁZiR’f(NfAS "
the early care and education industry in Georgia is big ---

generating $4.7 billion in revenues annually while creating more

than 67,000 jobs statewide, according to a study released by r
DECAL on September 29. In 2014, DECAL commissioned the

University of Georgia (UGA) and Georgia State University (GSU) BILLION

to study the impact of the child care industry on the economy of TOTAL ANNUAL
Georgia. Results of the study will be discussed at four public ECONOMIC IMPACT
policy forums across the state. FOR GEORGIA

#GAEarlyEd

"Ensuring that our youngest students are positioned for future

success has been a top priority of my administration,” said Governor Nathan Deal. "The early care
and education industry plays a vital role in assuring that our children are safe and that they are
equipped to succeed, and | thank these industry professionals for their dedication and hard work."

"As Governor Deal continues to emphasize job creation in our state, it is important to understand
the significant economic impact of the child care industry in Georgia and to recognize that it is a
viable economic engine all across the state," said DECAL Commissioner Amy M. Jacobs.

"While generating $4.7 billion in revenues each year, early childhood education enables parents
and caregivers to work and earn more than $24 billion annually, while preparing their children to
succeed in K-12, college, and careers," said Commissioner Jacobs.

Dr. Bentley Ponder, DECAL's Director of Research and Senior Policy Advisor,
explained that all of Georgia's approximately 6,000 licensed and regulated child
care providers were asked to complete a comprehensive survey in the fall of
2014. UGA developed and distributed the survey and compiled the data. GSU
then analyzed the data which formed the basis for the final report.

-\ The Georgia Partnership for Excellence in Education (GPEE) joined UGA, GSU,
and DECAL to present results from the study on September 29 at Valdosta State
University. The results also will be presented October 14 at Middle Georgia State
University in Macon, October 21 at the Georgia Railroad Freight Depot in Atlanta, and October
23 at the University of Georgia in Athens. Each event, which will include a study briefing and a
public policy impact forum, will last from 8:15 AM to 11:30 AM. Registration will open at 7:45

AM. For more information, e-mail bftsresearch@decal.ga.gov.

The study found that the early care and education industry serves more than 337,000 children each
year, including 143,000 children ages birth through three years, over 118,000 four year olds, and
almost 75,000 school age children (5 to 13 years). The average weekly parent fees for infants in
family child care homes range from $91 in rural areas to $127 in urban areas. Among child care
centers, the average weekly fees range from $99 (rural) to $161 (urban).

As an industry, Georgia's early care and education providers generate $2.45 billion in annual gross
industry receipts. By comparison, Health and Personal Care Retail Stores generate $2.40 billion,
Printing - $2.43 billion, and Pharmaceutical Preparation and Manufacturing - $2.55 billion.

DECAL has posted an executive summary of the report to its website at
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DECAL faces featured in the banner of this issue are (L-R)
Beverly Browning, Courtney Moody, Jennifer Johnson, Amanda
Reynolds, Rebecca McDonald, Hasnein Gulamali, and Charnele
Dobbins.

http://www.decal.ga.gov/BftS/Research.aspx.

Register for
The Economic Impact of the Early Care
and Education Industry in Georgia
A Briefing and Public Policy Forum
Learn the results of the

tudy and discu icy implications
meeting format.

Forum

Visit www.decal.ga.gov/EconomiclmpactRegistration.htm|
to register and for detailed location information.

For more information email bftsresear
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