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SOLVE Scholarships: Supporting 
Onsite Learning for V irtual Education
Amy M. Jacobs, Commissioner for Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning



Å Georgia SOLVE provides 
scholarships for families with 
students enrolled in a Georgia 
public school system offering a 
primarily virtual learning model.

Å SOLVE scholarships are not 
CAPS scholarships but are being 
administered through CAPS.

Å Families were able to apply for a 
SOLVE scholarship through 
Gateway beginning September 1, 
2020.

SOLVE Scholarship 
Program Overview



ÅStudents must be between 5 and 
12 years of age.

ÅStudents must attend a school 
system offering a primarily-
virtual learning model.

ÅFamily income may not exceed 
85% of the state median income 
(SMI).

ÅFamilies must be working and/or 
attending school.

SOLVE Scholarship Program Eligibility



If a school district offers 
primarily virtual only 

learning, meaning 50% or 
more of instruction in virtual, 
the school district is eligible 

for SOLVE scholarships.

If a school district offers in 
person learning for some, 
but not all grades K-7, the 
school district is eligible for 

SOLVE scholarships.

What does ñprimarily-virtual learningò mean?



Å70% of SOLVE applications are 

being automatically processed.

ÅDECAL staff typically process 

SOLVE applications manually 

within one business day.

Å4,503 families have applied for 

SOLVE scholarships, and the 

approval rate is 50%.

SOLVE Scholarship 
Program Status

3,347children have 
already received SOLVE 

scholarships. 

Of the 4,100 slots 
allocated for SOLVE 

Scholarships, 753slots 
are still available.

SOLVE Scholarship Slots
Available and Filled

DECAL SOLVE Application Data as of 10/30/2020



Where are SOLVE scholarships being used?
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DeKalb County Clayton County Bibb County Savannah-Chatham County Atlanta Public Schools

Percent of Children Approved by School District
Displaying the Districts with the Highest Scholarship Use

In total, 42 school 

districts are currently 

serving students with 

SOLVE scholarships. 

DECAL SOLVE Application Data as of 10/30/2020
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Number of Providers Serving Families with SOLVE Scholarships

By Provider Type

608 Child Care Learning 
Centers are serving 
families with SOLVE 

scholarships.

124 Exempt Providers 
are serving families with 

SOLVE scholarships.

68 Family Child Care 
Learning Homes are 
serving families with 
SOLVE scholarships.

In total, 800Child Care 
Providers are serving families 

with SOLVE scholarships.

SOLVE Scholarship Providers

DECAL SOLVE Application Data as of 10/30/2020
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Age Range of Students with SOLVE Scholarships

DECAL SOLVE Application Data as of 10/30/2020



Income Range of Families with SOLVE Scholarships

Annual Income Range % of Families

$0 - $10,399 12%

$10,400 - $20,799 29%

$20,800 - $31,199 29%

$31,200 - $41,599 19%

$41,600 - $51,999 8%

$52,000+ 3%

Annual Income of Approved SOLVE Families

DECAL SOLVE Application Data as of 10/30/2020



Provider Survey During 
COVID-19, July 2020
Amy M. Jacobs, Commissioner for Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning



ÅConducted by the Carl Vinson Institute of Government at UGA 

ÅAsked licensed providers about:

Åtheir current ñstatusò

Åtheir COVID-related needs

Åtheir experience applying for STABLE (Short Term Assistance 
Benefit for Licensed Entities) funds

ÅSurvey emailed to 4,087 providers in July 2020

Å1,988 providers responded (49% response rate)

Survey Overview



Reasons for Decreased Attendance July 2020



Most immediate need for program(s)



Applied for STABLE funds ïRound 1 (N=1,974)



Use of STABLE funds July 2020



Use of STABLE funds July 2020 (continued)



Use of STABLE funds July 2020 (continued)



STABLE funds helped child care program(s) remain open



Full Survey Results

Full Report with results can be found at: 
http://www.decal.ga.gov/BFTS/Covid19.aspx

http://www.decal.ga.gov/BFTS/Covid19.aspx


STABLE: Short Term Assistance 
Benefit for L icensed Entities
Woody Dover, Enterprise Project Management Director

STABLE



ÅBenefit payment for licensed Child Care Learning Centers and 
Family Child Care Learning Homes

ÅApply via DECAL KOALA November 16 ïDecember 2

ÅOpen programs only

ÅTotal funding up to $55 Million

ÅPayments issued by Maximus Inc.

ÅSpending deadline is June 30, 2021

STABLE: Round 2

Short Term Assistance Benefit for Licensed Entities

STABLE



ÅSame application as Round 1

ÅTotal payment amount based on October attendance information

Å$240 per child in attendance
ÅThe rate per child is based on cost for a two-year-old at a 2-star Quality 

Rated provider in Metro Atlanta

ÅMinimum payment of $2,000

ÅMaximum payment amount per licensed location

ÅSimple budget allocation plan required

STABLE: The Details

STABLE



Log in to DECAL KOALA, https://decalkoala.com/

How to Apply: Getting Started

STABLE

https://decalkoala.com/


How to Apply: Entering Eligible Attendance

STABLE

Based on attendance during the month of October



How to Apply: Entering Eligible Attendance

STABLE

Step 1: Total Attendance



How to Apply: Entering Eligible Attendance

STABLE

Step 2: Early Head Start/Head Start Attendance


