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Hello Child Care Providers,

As I write this, it is 43 degrees in Atlanta, and it reminds
me that we’re entering the time of year when we have to
make decisions about when it’s appropriate for children to
go outside. As early childhood professionals, we all know
how important it is for children to have time outside every
day. Families don’t always agree, and teachers and
directors have to explain the rules and benefits around
outdoor play. We recommend using the weather chart
(http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/Weatherwatchchart.pdf), but
that isn’t always easy to understand. I decided to go to the experts and ask the
Child Care Services (CCS) directors how they explain the weather permitting rule.
Their responses are below. I hope you find this helpful.

All the best,  
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Pam Stevens
Deputy Commissioner for Child Care Services 

Rhonda Parker states, "When I explain the chart to a
parent or a provider, I share with them that they need to
know what the wind-chill factor or heat index and the air
temperature are that day. Based on the wind-chill
factor/air temperature and wind speed and where it
intersects in the chart, the parent/provider will know if

they need to exercise caution or should not go outside based on weather
conditions. For example, right now it’s 43 degrees and the wind speed is 6. This
intersects in the green (48/40) – comfortable for outdoor play."

April Rogers states, "When I explain the chart, I explain it
in a similar way as Rhonda has stated. I also add that
humans don’t get sick because of cold weather but because
of germs. Going outside allows children to breathe fresh air
instead of the recirculated air they breathe when they are
in a heated or air conditioned building. Depending on the

season, when I’m explaining the chart, I will state that, in the winter, it rarely gets
too cold to go outside in Georgia. In the summer, children are able to spend more
time outside in the mornings, especially when the temperatures climb to 90-100
and we have possible ozone warnings in the Metro area. Accuweather.com is a
good website to get the information Rhonda mentioned. We use this when we have
an investigation and need to know temperatures at a specific time in the past."

Melissa Davis states, "I agree with Rhonda and April on the
importance of using the chart and on the reasons that
outdoor play is so important for children’s
development. The weather chart is a great resource to
reference when deciding if the weather might be safe for
children’s play. Children around the world go outside daily in
weather that we in Georgia might not find comfortable.

Except for special weather warnings, it’s been said that there’s no bad weather,
just inappropriate clothing! There was a Tip of Month back in June 2016 that
provided excellent guidance on outdoor play.
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/tipofmonthOutdoorActivities.
pdf . This guidance was updated and is also included in the Child Care Learning
Center Rules and Regulations Indicator Manual, on page 19.
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/IndicatorManual.pdf"

If you have additional questions about outdoor play in
the winter, please contact your consultant.

http://www.accuweather.com
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/tipofmonthOutdoorActivities.pdf
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/IndicatorManual.pdf


The license fee payment due date was December 1, 2018. If not
paid by December 31, 2018, a late fee of one-half of the license

renewal fee will be added to the fee due.
The late fee will be added and a rule violation citation will be

issued on January 1, 2019 for all unpaid license fees.
​If these fees are not paid by January 31, 2019, license revocation

will begin February 1, 2019.

Sign in to DECAL KOALA and pay your license fee now – it only
takes a few minutes online.

Tip of the Month 
 

Tips explain and clarify health
and safety rules.

Read December's Tip of the
Month about requirements

surrounding rough play.

Responding to Toddlers' Behavior

Alex hurls a bowl of his favorite cereal off the table and screams, “I said the red
bowl, not the blue bowl!” Seen through the eyes of the child, and through the lens
of development, these behaviors, while maddening, are utterly normal, and signal
important milestones are being achieved. Further, these incidents don’t have to be
dreaded, as they are opportunities to teach children to manage their emotions,
learn to cope with frustration and disappointment, and find ways to feel in control
of their ever-expanding worlds in acceptable ways.

https://decalkoala.com/
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/tipofthemonthDecember2018RoughPlayTip.pdf


Learn More

Information taken from www.pbs.org

What Do Babies Learn by Pointing?

In the first 18 months of life, children are going
through a period of rapid growth. As their bodies and

http://www.pbs.org/parents/expert-tips-advice/2015/10/said-want-red-bowl-responding-toddlers-irrational-behavior/
https://www.pbs.org/


brains continue to develop, they are giving out not-
so-subtle communication clues that caregivers may
dismiss if they aren’t paying close attention. New
research suggests that caregivers can learn a lot just
from an infant’s single index finger point.

View Informational Video

Information from www.childtrends.org

Afterschool Community Conversations

Join Georgia Statewide Afterschool Network (GSAN) for an upcoming Afterschool
Community Conversations to network with afterschool programs and community
partners. Afterschool Community Conversations provide an opportunity to
strategize on how to best support young people after school and during the
summer. The next Afterschool Community Conversations will be held:

January 16, 2019
Lyndon House Arts Center

Athens, GA
9:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Click to Learn More

Youth Voice

Scholars agree that young people benefit when teachers, families, and youth
workers support their autonomy and allow them to exercise voice.

Youth Voice:
Builds motivation
Promotes learning and self-direction
Improves programs and communities

Here are some things you can say to encourage youth voice:

What do you think? Encourage young people to form their own opinions and
share them with you. This improves critical thinking skills and reassures them
that it’s right to have their own opinion, and that its even okay that it’s different
from yours. When adults do young peoples’ thinking for them, children and youth
stop taking responsibility for themselves and can’t handle greater responsibility
as they grow. 

I disagree with you. Instead of simply saying no, validate what young people
think, believe, or say in an open and honest manner. Don’t make it into a battle of

https://www.childtrends.org/videos/wild-baby-talk-learning-by-pointing
https://www.childtrends.org/
http://www.afterschoolga.org/events-category/communityconversations/


wills or otherwise compete. Instead, open up an honest dialogue and be willing to
go where the conversation takes you.

Turn it up! Without hamming it up or trying too hard, let children and youth
know they can create the environment you co-occupy with them. Ask them to
share their music, shows, or other media and creations in the spaces you are with
them.

How does it feel to get that done? When children and youth get things done,
it should be about making themselves happy instead of making adults happy. Self-
esteem needs a boost? Reaffirm they can make themselves feel better.

For additional information on youth voice please visit:

Seven Ways to Effectively Engage Youth

Youth Voice Tip Sheet Creating Youth Voice
Environments

Children's Product Recalls

View Children's Products Recalls

Interested in reading past issues of the CCS Newsletter? Click here!
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