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Greetings Child Care Providers,

It is hard tobelieve that we are nearing the end of 2016. This year has
brought some trying times to our state. Many of you were impacted by
HurricaneMatthew and, more recently, North Georgia has suffered
from widespreadwildfires. I am always inspired thateven during the
difficult situations, you all continue to do your best, day inand day out,
to provide safe and healthy learning environments for ourchildren.

With the holiday season in full swing, please remain diligent in those
efforts. Unfortunately, this time of year brings an increase in accidental firesand incidents. Be sure to
take specialcare if you decorate your center or home for the holidays. The Consumer Product Safety
Commission has aresource regarding holiday safety that can be reviewed and shared withfamilies.

The CCS staff and I extend our best wishes toyou, your staff, and the children and families you serve
for a safe, bright, and joyous holiday season! Warmestwishes for a wonderful new year as well!

Best Regards,  

http://decal.ga.gov/
http://decal.ga.gov/
http://www.decal.ga.gov/BftS/ContactList.aspx?programId=3&CCS=1
https://www.cpsc.gov/PageFiles/121347/611.pdf
https://www.cpsc.gov/PageFiles/121347/611.pdf
http://extension.psu.edu/youth/betterkidcare/on-demand
http://www.decal.ga.gov/CCS/Notifications.aspx
http://www.gapds.decal.ga.gov
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls/2017/Playworld-Recalls-Stainless-Steel-Playground-Slides#


Kristie Lewis
Assistant Commissioner for Child Care Services 

Georgia law requires annual license fees for all licensed child care programs. Bright from the Start
began collecting license fees on November 1st for the 2017 calendar year.

Paying online is quick and convenient!

A late fee and citation will be issued if your license fee is not paid by December 31,
2016.

Pay Online

Need Help?

https://decalkoala.com/
https://decalkoala.com/FAQ#license


Tip of the Month   
Tips explain and clarify health and safety rules.

Read December's Tip of the Month 
about Cots and Mats.

http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/tipofmonthCotsandMatstip.pdf


Mark Your Calendars
FREE Core Rules Training Near You 
Three (3) Hours of BeginnerLevel Approved BFTS Training

This FREE training provides an overview of the Core Rules,
the licensing rules andregulations that directly affect
children's health and safety and determine a program's
compliance. All registrants must have a GaPDSaccount to
register for training.

Register Now

Recal l  Alert for Stain less Steel  Playground    
Sl ide

The Lightning Slide stainless steel playground
slide manufactured by Playworld has been
recalled because the weld between the slide
bedway and sidewall can crack and separate. A
child’s fingers can get caught in the space, posing
an amputation hazard. 

For more information, view Slide Recall Safety
Information on Playworld's website. 

http://www.gapds.decal.ga.gov
https://playworld.com/plan/slide-safety-alert
https://playworld.com/


Director LeadershipInstitute: Cruising to
Excel lence 2016-2017

Spots are still available for Georgia State University's “Director Leadership Institute: Cruising to
Excellence,” sponsoredby Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning.
TheInstitute will benefit new and experienced Child Care Learning Center Directors and Family Child
CareLearning Home (FCCLH) Providers.  

The Institute is FREE,and you will receive a total of 18 state approved training hours uponcompleting
the entire sequence of modules. The Institute consists of a series of sixmodules offered in various
locations throughout the state. You can choose the series with the location, dates, and times most
convenient foryou as long as space is available.

Participants must attend every session listed at each location to receive credit for the training.
The series dates and locations are as follows:

 Developed for Family Child Care Learning Homes (All are welcome!):

Reservations are first come, first served. Sign up today!

Register Now

https://gapds.decal.ga.gov/default.aspx


Bright from the Start:  DECAL by the
Numbers
80,805 - Four-year-old children currently enrolled in Georgia's Pre-KProgram
55,000 - Children currently served each month by Georgia'sChildcare and Parent Services (CAPS)
24,038 - Children currently served by Georgia Head Start
4,936 - Licensed child care programs in Georgia
2,833  - Georgia child care programs currently participating inQuality Rated
1,192 - Georgia child care programscurrently Quality Rated 
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https://www.facebook.com/brightfromthestart
https://twitter.com/GADeptEarlyCare
https://www.instagram.com/brightfromthestart/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bright-from-the-start
https://www.pinterest.com/brightfromstart/
https://www.youtube.com/user/GADECAL
http://decal.ga.gov/BftS/About.aspx
http://decal.ga.gov/CCS/Default.aspx
http://decal.ga.gov/CCS/SearchingForAProgram.aspx
http://decal.ga.gov/CCS/RulesAndRegulations.aspx
http://decal.ga.gov/CCS/StartingACenter.aspx
http://decal.ga.gov/BftS/ContactList.aspx

