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Dear Child Care Providers,

We are all familiar with the saying, “April showers bring May flowers.”
Well, those showers can come in the form of severe weather. April is
one of themonths when Georgia experiences increased
thunderstorm and tornado activity.

Georgia's licensing rules and regulations require thattornado drills
be conducted every six months. If you haven’t recently conducted a
drill, now is a great time to do so. Children who have practiced what
to doduring a drill will be less panicked in the event of a real emergency. If you don’t have a weather
radio, consider investing inone or at minimum ensure you receive automated weather warnings
viayour local emergency system or phone app.

Here are some key tips to remember in the event of tornadoes and severe thunderstorms:

Know the safest shelter locations inside thebuilding.
Alert staff without alarming children.
If children are outside, immediately move theminside.
Keep away from windows. In a large building, goto an interior hallway on the lowest floor, or to
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the designated shelter area.Stay out of auditoriums, gymnasiums, and other structures with
wide, free spanroofs.
Post procedures in each room, office, etc., sostaff know what to do and where to go. This is
especially relevant forsubstitute or new staff.
At least two evacuation routes should beestablished for each room.
Teach children and staff how to crouch andprotect their heads and neck.
Make provisions to check outdoors, restrooms,closets, storage rooms, etc., to ensure that
every child is in a safe place.Remember - frightened children hide.

Save the Children has additional information on keepingchildren safe during tornadoes. As always,
we thank you for all you do to keep the childrenin your care safe and healthy!

Best regards,  

Kristie Lewis
Assistant Commissioner for Child Care Services 

Remember to LOOK AGAIN!Remember to LOOK AGAIN!
As outsidetemperatures rise, the dangers for children being
seriously injured or dyingfrom being left alone inside a hot
vehicle also rise. A child’s body temperature rises 3-5 times
faster than an adult’s.Even with the windows partially down,
the temperature inside a parked car canreach 125 degrees in
just minutes causing heatstroke and death. 

Several factors contribute to children being forgottenin cars
by caregivers. The most common factors include a changein
one’s normal routine, lack of sleep, stress, fatigue,
distractions, andhormone changes. When these
factorscombine, the ability for the brain to multi-task is
diminished. The majority ofparents or caregivers believe that
they could never “forget” a child in avehicle. The most dangerous mistake aparent or caregiver can
make is to think it cannot happen to them or theirfamily. 

Jointhe campaign now by following and sharing the prevention tips below:

Never leave children alone in or around cars,even for a minute.
Put something you'll need like your cellphone, handbag, employee ID or brief case, etc., on
the floorboard in the back seat.
Get in the habit of opening the back door ofyour vehicle every time you reach your
destination to ensure no child has been left behind…thebasic premise of the LOOK AGAIN
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campaign.
Keep a large stuffed animal in the child'scar seat when it’s not occupied. When the child is
placed in the seat, put the stuffed animal in the frontpassenger seat. It's a visual reminder that
anytime the stuffed animal is up front you know the child is inthe back seat in a child safety
seat.
Keep vehicles locked at all times, even inthe garage or driveway, and always set the parking
brake.
Keys and/or remote openers should never beleft within reach of children.
Make sure all child passengers have left thevehicle after it is parked.
Teachchildren not to play in or around cars.
When a child is missing, check vehicles andcar trunks immediately.
Neverassume it can't happen to you or your child. Sometimes a change in routine or busy
schedule can cause a caregiver toforget that a child is still in the car.
Takeaction. If you see a child alone in a car, call 911. Emergency personnel aretrained to
respond to these situations. Your call could save a life. 

REMINDER: DECAL offers free online training on the rules and regulations related to
transportation.

FREE Transportation Training FREE Transportation Training in
Spanish

Electronic F iles/Signatures forChild CareElectronic F iles/Signatures forChild Care
Facil it iesFacil it ies

As our world continues to evolve with technology and data,so must our policies and daily
activity. Child Care Services has long supported programs using softwaresystems for attendance,
sign-in/sign-out, etc. Our Legal Unit has advised that an electronic signature (typewritten or
handwritten via a tablet) does meet the intent of the rulesrequiring signatures. Also, the
currentArrival and Departure Records rule does allow for parents to document dropoff/pick up in
either a written or electronic format. (Child Care Learning Center Rule #591-1-1-.08(p) for reference.) 
Softwareused for sign in and sign out must meet all of the other components of theArrival and
Departure Records rule such as:

includes the date, child’s name and drop-off/pick-up times,parent’s signature or initials, etc.;
stores the information for a minimum of 12 months; and
can print a written record of the informationfor a specific time period upon request.

Child care programs can also allow parents to complete andsubmit their children's enrollment
documents and required forms via anelectronic file system. The conditionsfor doing so, to meet the
intent of the rules, are:

1. The person in charge at eachfacility must have a way to readily access the information at
alltimes. This would be critical in theevent an emergency arises and parent contact or medical
information has tobe obtained quickly.  

2. The information is stored in aformat that is well-organized and easy to review. Keep in mind
that DECAL representatives need to be able to efficiently review the information aspart of
regulatory visits or investigations. 

3. The only means of storage cannotbe web-based. If a web-based system isused, the
electronic files must be backed-up (i.e., on a hard drive or disc) sothat the only storage
location does not require internet connectivity to retrieve them. This will allow accessto the
files in the event internet services are interrupted and the web-based system is inaccessible.
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Lastly, with the child care licensing staff now usingtablets, you may be asked to sign your licensing
visits electronically ratherthan on paper. This isacceptable and may become standard practice.

If you have any questions regarding this information, contact your licensing consultant or call the
"Consultant of the Day" at 404-657-5562.

Learn the Signs.  Act Earl y! (LTSAE)Learn the Signs.  Act Earl y! (LTSAE)

By now, many of Georgia's licensed programs and providers serving children birth to five years have
received a DevelopmentalMonitoring Intro Pack from DECAL. The Intro Pack includes aletter from
the Commissioner directing you to our website and inviting you to take a series of online training
modules aboutdevelopmental milestones and monitoring. 
 
Once you havecompleted the final training module, you can complete a short survey to requesta
FREE Developmental Monitoring Starter Kit FULL of amazingresources. These resources help early
learning professionals take what was learned in the training modules and supply it in the classroom.
There iseven a special edition kit designed especially for Family Child Care Providers!

There are a limited number of kits which will be distributed on a first come, first served basis. The
resources in the Starter Kit include:

A classroom/provider set of Milestone Moments booklets forfamilies
A large poster outlining critical developmental milestones B-3
A small poster with important brain development facts for families
Pads of developmental checklists for early learning professionalsto use and share
developmental info w/families
A cling with important developmental milestones from B-5

We encourage you to watch for the Intro Pack and to visitour website for information about how to
complete the training and request aStarter Kit. These items are also available in our e-store for just
the cost of postage.  

Tip of the Month   
Tips explain and clarify health and safety rules.

Read April's Tip of the Month 
about requirements for toys for children under

three years old.
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Mark Your CalendarsMark Your Calendars
FREE Core Rules Training Near You 
Three (3) Hours of BeginnerLevel Approved BFTS Training

This FREE training provides an overview of the Core Rules,
the licensing rules andregulations that directly affect
children's health and safety and determine a program's
compliance. All registrants must have a GaPDSaccount to
register for training.

Register Now

http://www.gapds.decal.ga.gov
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