Child and Adult Care Food Program

Child Care Standards


If the center is not licensed or approved by a Federal, State, or local authority, independent centers or sponsoring organizations on behalf of their facili​ties, must demonstrate com​pliance with CACFP child care standards per 7 Code of Federal Regulations 226.6(d)(2) and Bright from the Start’s CACFP Policy 35. The child care center must conduct a self-evaluation using the standards below.  If a standard is not met, the center must take steps to become compliant with the standard.  If the organization takes steps to become and remain compliant with the standard, the center can consider itself compliant.  The center should maintain documentation of this instrument and annually conduct a self-evaluation for compliance with these standards.   

	Name of Center: 
	Site Address:

	City: 
	State:
	Zip Code:

	I understand that compliance with these standards must be met to qualify for the Child and Adult Care Food Program when centers are not licensed or approved by a Federal, State, or local authority per 7 Code of Federal Regulations 226.6(d)(2). 

	
	

	Signature of Program Official for Child Care Center
	Date


	Standard
	Indicate whether standard is Met or Not Met
	 Deficiencies

(For all standards Not Met, indicate reason)
	Plan to Correct

(For all standards Not Met, indicate plan to meet the standard)
	Correction      Date

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(A)(2)

Staff: Child Ratios

Child care centers do not fall below the following staff/child ratios.
	
	
	
	

	Ages

Of Children
	Staff: Child Ratio
	
	
	
	

	Children under 6 weeks of age
	1:1
	
	
	
	

	Children ages 6 weeks up to 3 years
	1:4
	
	
	
	

	Children ages 3 years up to 6 years
	1:6
	
	
	
	

	Children 6 years up to 10 years
	1:15
	
	
	
	

	Children ages 10 years and above
	1:20
	
	
	
	

	Nondiscrimination
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(B)

Day care services are available without discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or handicap.
	
	
	
	

	 Safety and Sanitation
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(C)(1)

A current health/sanitation permit or satisfactory report of an inspection conducted by local authorities within the past 12 months shall be on file and submitted to Bright from the Start – Nutrition Services.
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(C)(2)
A Certificate of Occupancy shall be on file and submitted to Bright from the Start – Nutrition Services.
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(C)(3)
Fire Drills are held in accordance with local fire/building safety requirements.
	
	
	
	

	Suitability of facilities
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(D)(1)

Ventilation is adequate for children’s safety and comfort.
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(D)(1)

Temperature is adequate for children’s safety and comfort.
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(D)(1)

Lighting is adequate for children’s safety and comfort.
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(D)(2)

Floors and walls are cleaned and maintained in a condition safe for children.
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(D)(3)

Space is adequate for the number of and age range of participating children.
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(D)(3)
Equipment is adequate for the number of and age range of participating children.         


	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(D)(3)
Rest arrangements for preschool age children are adequate for participating children.
	
	
	
	

	Social Services 
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(E)

The center has procedures for referring families of children in care to appropriate local health and social service agencies.
	
	
	
	

	Health Services 
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(F)(1)

Each child is observed daily for indications of difficulties in social adjustment, illness, neglect, and abuse, and appropriate action is initiated.
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(F)(2)
A procedure is established to ensure prompt notification of the parent or guardian in the event of a child’s illness or injury, and to ensure prompt medical treatment in case of emergency.
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(F)(2)
A procedure is established to ensure prompt medical treatment in case of emergency.
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(F)(3)
Health records, including records of medical examinations and immunizations, are maintained for each enrolled child. 
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(F)(4)
At least one full-time staff member is currently qualified in first aid, including artificial respiration techniques. 


	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(F)(5)
1st aid supplies are available which contain:
	
	
	
	

	Scissors  
	
	
	
	

	Tweezers  
	
	
	
	

	Gauze Pads   
	
	
	
	

	Adhesive tape 
	
	
	
	

	Thermometer 
	
	
	
	

	Syrup of Ipecac 
	
	
	
	

	Assorted Sizes of band-aids 
	
	
	
	

	Anti-bacterial ointment 
	
	
	
	

	Insect sting preparation 
	
	
	
	

	Antiseptic cleaning solutions 
	
	
	
	

	Triangular bandages 
	
	
	
	

	Rubber gloves 
	
	
	
	

	Cold pack 
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(F)(6)
Staff members undergo initial and periodic health assessments.
	
	
	
	

	Staff Training
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(G)

The institution provides for orientation and ongoing training in child care for all caregivers.
	
	
	
	

	Parental Involvement
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(H)

Parents are afforded the opportunity to observe their children in day care.
	
	
	
	

	Self-Evaluation
	
	
	
	

	7 CFR 226.6(d)(2)(i)(I)
The institution has established a procedure for periodic self-evaluation using the CACFP child care standards.
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